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9 December 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 11 Approach to learning Report Term 2 2016-2017 

Please find enclosed the second report of the academic year for 2016-2017. 

This report will provide you with information on how well your son/daughter has settled at Beacon. In addition, it provides 
you with GCSE indicator and projected attainment grade for the subjects your son/daughter is taking. 

What are indicator GCSE grades? 

This is the grade based on a student’s end of Key Stage 2 assessments scores (known as SATs), the student is expected to 
achieve in the GCSE terminal examinations. Please refer to Progress Reports and Target Setting section on the website for 
further explanation. 

However, it is important to note that students can and often achieve higher than their indicator grade. There will be three 
tracking points in the year where your child’s progress towards this indicator grade will be reported on.  In addition, there 
will be two formal Parents’ Evenings where you will be able to meet teaching staff face-to-face.  

In the meantime, if you have any concerns regarding progress in a specific subject area, please contact the teacher directly.  
For any other enquiries please contact the following members of staff: 

Mr R Hutchison – Head of Year (academic progress)  r.hutchison@beacon-academy.org  
Mrs S Layne – Assistant Head of Year (pastoral)   s.layne@beacon-academy.org  
Miss N Allen – Senior Learning Mentor (learning development) n.allen@beacon-academy.org 
  
All students have been tracked by subject staff in relation to their current ‘approach to learning’ and ‘approach to 
independent study/homework/controlled assessments’.  Students will also receive a projected grade for each subject. This 
will indicate what grade your child should get in their terminal examinations based on their current approach to learning 
and homework. 
Grading System 

Our grading system is 1 to 4: 
Grade 1 = Outstanding 
Grade 2 = Good 
Grade 3 = Requirement to improve  
Grade 4 = Inadequate  

Please refer to the tracking guidance sheet for further details.  This can be found in the Progress Reports and Target Setting 
section of the website. 
 
As you will know, our focus is on ensuring that teachers can teach and students can learn. We have made an excellent start 
to the year and I would like to thank you for your continued support around our expectations in relation to uniform and 
equipment, attitudes towards learning, homework and attendance.  With this in mind, I would like to remind all parents of 
our expectations around attendance.  Our current average attendance figure for Year 11 stands at 94.7% There is strong 
link between attendance and attainment and we would therefore ask for you to continue to monitor your child’s 
attendance.  If your child is absent from school for an extended period of time, please contact the Assistant Head of Year 
who can arrange for any work to be sent home. 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

Mr R Hutchison 
Head of Year 11 
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