
Key Stage 5 Tracking and reporting 

 

FAQs: Frequently Asked Questions 

How can I get information on how well my child is doing? 

What should I do to support my child in their work? 

What does Beacon do if my child falls behind in their subjects? 

What are national indicator grades, projected grades and targets? 

How will my child’s work be marked? 

What do Approaches to learning and Approaches to homework/independent study 

mean? How do teachers decide what grade my child is? 

How often and how much homework/independent study should my child be doing? 

What if they say they have finished their homework? 

 

 

How can I get information on how well my son or daughter is doing? 

You will receive formal tracking reports throughout the year providing information on how well your 

child is doing in all their subjects. These reports will include information on your child’s approach to 

learning in the classroom, and their approach to homework and independent study. 

Students in the sixth form take Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) to practice for their final 

examinations. We will send you the results of these PPEs as part of our reporting process. 

We have a welcome to year 12 evening early in the first term so that you can meet your 

son/daughter’s tutor and share any useful information. 

We have two formal Parents’ Evenings throughout the year. This is a great opportunity to meet 

subject teachers face-to-face and discuss your child’s progress. We encourage you to attend these 

evenings with your child. 

For general information about the Academy, dates, events, procedures etc, please visit our website. 

Finally, and most importantly, if you ever have any concerns or questions, and need to know 

more…contact us. 

What should I do to support my child in their work? 

First and foremost, encourage and support your child to complete their homework and independent 

study.  

Encourage your child to ask for help from their teachers in their lessons and attend support sessions, 

if they are stuck with homework. 



Where there are difficulties in subject areas, contact the specific member of staff directly using 

email. Alternatively, you can call the school by telephone and leave a message for the relevant 

member of staff. We can then discuss specific issues directly with you by return of email or phone 

call.  

By attending parents’ evening, you can talk directly with teachers and tutors, who will provide you 

with specific activities or approaches to support your child. 

What does Beacon do if my child falls behind in their subjects? 

We regularly assess your child’s academic progress and identify areas for improvement. Using this 

information, teachers will adapt their teaching to support a student’s progress. Teachers may 

‘intervene’ to ensure that weaknesses are addressed in lessons, through homework, or during after-

school sessions. 

Departments offer regular after-school sessions to support students in their learning. Students can 

attend voluntarily or be directed by a member of staff. In addition, your son or daughter may be 

asked to attend sessions in the study room during period 5 to catch up if they get behind. 

What are national indicator grades, projected grades and targets? 

National indicator grades are an estimate of how any given student should do in a particular subject 

when they take the final examination in Year 13, based on their prior attainment at Key Stage 4. 

They are produced by Fischer Family Trust based on national benchmarks and will sometimes be 

different for different subjects. 

Projected grades are an estimate of how well the subject teacher judges a student will do in their 

final Year 13 examination, based on current approach to learning and homework/independent 

study. 

Please note that these indicators and projector grades are created at the start of the two years of 

advanced level study in preparation for the two-year courses. We do not create different grades for 

any AS subjects taken at the end of year 12. 

How will my child’s work be marked? 

Marking is a learning dialogue between student and teacher that informs the student's 

progress. The feedback can be given in a range of forms to suit the situation and 

circumstances. Feedback can be and often is verbal. 

Your child’s work will be assessed and marked by their teacher regularly. The purpose of this 

process is to give a student a view of how well they are doing, show them what they need to 

do to improve, and give them tasks to practice their   

All assessment for learning and marking will focus on the subject specific assessment 

objectives and literacy.  

 

Feedback must: 

• Identify what has been done well; 

• Identify what has been achieved; 

• Identify what needs to be done in-order to progress; 

• Identify how the student should respond. 

 



What do Approaches to learning and Approaches to homework mean? How do staff 

decide what grade a student is? 

We want our students to learn and our teachers to teach. In order to ensure that the right 

environment is in place for this to happen, we expect our students to behave and work to ensure 

that they progress. Similarly, working at home and independently supports a student’s learning and 

progress.  

Your child’s teacher will consider their approach to learning in the classroom and their approach to 

homework/independent study using the ‘Approaches to learning’ comment bank, and award a grade 

appropriately. 

For simple grade definitions, please refer to the table below: 

Grade Comment Definition  

1 Outstanding The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

outstanding. The student consistently makes an excellent level 

of effort, working above and beyond expectations. With these 

continued levels of effort the national indicator grade is likely to 

be met and the next level could be achieved. 

2 Good  The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

good. The student consistently makes a good level of effort. 

With these continued levels of effort the national indicator 

grade is likely to be met.  

3 Requirement to 

improve 

The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline 

requires immediate improvement in order to achieve the target 

level. The student has an inconsistent attitude to learning and 

concentrates on simply completing tasks. Without 

improvement, the national indicator grade is unlikely to be met. 

4 Inadequate  The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

currently not acceptable. The student’s effort and behaviour is 

a cause for concern. The national indicator grade will not be 

met. 

 

How often and how much homework/independent study should my child be doing? 

Homework will be set regularly. We know that regular homework has a direct impact on your child’s 

progress and attainment in their subjects. A considerable body of research shows that developing a 

students’ independent learning and ownership of their learning is vital to prepare them for the 

outside world. In addition, developing the habit of working hard and regularly will give them every 

chance of success in education and life.  

Homework will be set every week in all subjects in sixth form. Students will be set around five hours 

of work for each subject they are doing. 

Teachers will expect homework to be completed on time and to a high standard. The completion of 

homework is compulsory. Failure to complete or hand in homework on time will be treated as a 

serious issue. 



What if they say they have finished their homework? 

For a student to do really well post 16, they should actually think of the homework as a minimum 

expectation. Good students are regularly doing far more than the work set. They need to:  

• Do numerous exam questions so that they can practice the style of assessment so that it 

becomes second nature for them. This is by far the most valuable form of work in sixth form 

when it comes to getting high grades. 

• Follow up each lesson by doing background research into all the concepts covered in the 

session. 

• Prepare for each upcoming lesson by reading ahead around the content that is coming up. 

This last will require them to communicate wit their teachers about what is being studied 

next.  

 

 


