
Key Stage 3 and 4 Tracking and reporting 

 

FAQs: Frequently Asked Questions 

How can I get information on how well my child is doing? 

What should I do to support my child in their work? 

What does Beacon do if my child falls behind in their subjects? 

What are national indicator grades, projected grades and targets? 

What does it mean by bronze/silver/gold/platinum standard for Year 7? 

Why are National Curriculum Levels being used in Years 8? 

How will my child’s work be marked? 

What do Approaches to learning and Approaches to homework/independent study 

mean? How do teachers decide what grade my child is? 

What is the difference between old and new GCSE grades? 

Setting and streaming: what does Beacon do? 
 

How can I get information on how well my child is doing? 
Day-to-day, your child’s planner will contain information about their homework and detentions. 

Please read it and sign it weekly.  

You can also access details about homework through the Classcharts website. 

You will receive a ‘settling in’ report early in the year to show you how well your child is managing in 

their subjects and our academic expectations for them. We will then send home formal tracking 

reports throughout the year providing information on how well your child is doing in all their 

subjects. These reports will include information on your child’s approach to learning in the 

classroom, and their approach to homework and independent study. 

Students in Years 10 to 13, take Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) to practice for their final 

examinations. We will send you the results of these PPEs as part of our reporting process. 

We have two formal Parents’ Evenings throughout the year. This is a great opportunity to meet 

subject teachers face-to-face and discuss your child’s progress. We encourage you to attend these 

evenings with your child. 

For general information about the Academy, dates, events, procedures etc, please visit our website. 

Finally, and most importantly, if you ever have any concerns or questions, and need to know 

more…contact us. 



What should I do to support my child in their work? 
First and foremost, encourage and support your child to complete their homework and independent 

study.  

Encourage your child to ask for help from their teachers in their lessons and attend homework club, 

if they are stuck with homework. 

Where there are difficulties in subject areas, contact the specific member of staff directly using 

email. Alternatively, you can call the school by telephone and leave a message for the relevant 

member of staff. We can then discuss specific issues directly with you by return of email or phone 

call.  

By attending parents’ evening, you can talk directly with teachers and tutors, who will provide you 

with specific activities or approaches to support your child. 

What does Beacon do if my child falls behind in their subjects? 
We regularly assess your child’s academic progress and identify areas for improvement. Using this 

information, teachers will adapt their teaching to support a student’s progress. Teachers may 

‘intervene’ to ensure that weaknesses are addressed in lessons, through homework, or during after-

school sessions. 

Departments offer regular after-school sessions to support students in their learning. Students can 

attend voluntarily or be directed by a member of staff. In addition, homework clubs are available 

both at the start and end of the day. 

What are national indicator grades, projected grades and targets? 
National indicator grades are an estimate of how any given student should do in a particular subject 

when they take the final examination in Year 11, based on their prior attainment at Key Stage 2. 

They are produced by Fischer Family Trust. 

Projected grades are an estimate of how well the subject teacher judges a student will do in their 

final Year 11 examination, based on current approach to learning and homework/independent 

study. 

Target grades are based on a teacher’s and student’s discussions. They reflect what a student should 

aim for to challenge themselves and aspire to excellence. They will never be lower than the indicator 

grade and they can change as the student progresses.  

What does it mean by bronze/silver/gold/platinum standard for Years 7 and 8? 
English, Mathematics, Science, History and Geography use National Indicator Grades (see above) for 

Years 7 and 8 students to monitor progress. However, Modern Foreign Languages, Drama, Art, 

Physical Education, Technology and Music will use four standards: bronze, silver, gold and platinum. 

As students enter, the subjects will conduct assessment tasks that will identify what standard of skill 

and aptitude your child has in that area. This will allow us to allocate your child to a standard. As 

your child progresses through Years 7 and 8, we will be able to monitor their progress based on the 

standard they are in.  

Broadly, a standard will indicate what we would expect your child to do/achieve in the subject as 

they progress. It will also SUGGEST a potential GCSE grade that could be achieved, if your child were 

to continue with that subject. However, this will only ever be an estimate. For example, physical 

education in Years 7 and 8 is focused on improving participation and the physical skills of sports. On 



the other hand, GCSE PE is focused on the assessment of theory and evaluation, and relies more 

heavily on literacy. Therefore, physical skill in a sport does not necessarily translate to a high grade in 

GCSE PE. Please refer to the table below: 

Standard name Description Potential indicator for end of 
Key Stage 4 (GCSE) 

Platinum Mastery 7-9 

Gold National Standard 5-6 

Silver Working towards National Standard 3-4 

Bronze Working below National Standard 1-2 
 

How will my child’s work be marked? 
Marking is a learning dialogue between student and teacher that informs the student's 
progress. The feedback can be given in a range of forms to suit the situation and 
circumstances. Feedback can and often is verbal. 
Your child’s work will be assessed and marked by their teacher regularly. The purpose of this 
process is to give a student a view of how well they are doing, show them what they need to 
do to improve, and give them tasks to practice their   
All assessment for learning and marking will focus on the subject specific assessment 
objectives and literacy.  
 
Feedback must: 

• Identify what has been done well; 
• Identify what has been achieved; 
• Identify what needs to be done in-order to progress; 

• Identify how the student should respond. 
 
Some subjects, such as mathematics, use online homework and revision programmes 
[MyMaths for example]. These can often be accessed by you as a parent to see how well 
your child is doing.  
 

What do Approaches to learning and Approaches to homework/independent study 

mean? How do staff decide what grade a student is? 
We want our students to learn and our teachers to teach. In order to ensure that the right 

environment is in place for this to happen, we expect our students to behave and work to ensure 

that they progress. Similarly, working at home and independently supports a student’s learning and 

progress.  

Your child’s teacher will consider their approach to learning in the classroom and their approach to 

homework/independent study using the ‘Approaches to learning’ comment bank, and award a grade 

appropriately. 

For simple grade definitions, please refer to the table below: 

Grade Comment Definition  

1 Outstanding The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

outstanding. The student consistently makes an excellent level 



of effort, working above and beyond expectations. With these 

continued levels of effort the national indicator grade is likely to 

be met and the next level could be achieved. 

2 Good  The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

good. The student consistently makes a good level of effort. 

With these continued levels of effort the national indicator 

grade is likely to be met.  

3 Requirement to 

improve 

The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline 

requires immediate improvement in order to achieve the target 

level. The student has an inconsistent attitude to learning and 

concentrates on simply completing tasks. Without 

improvement, the national indicator grade is unlikely to be met. 

4 Inadequate  The quality of work, behaviour or ability to meet a deadline is 

currently not acceptable. The student’s effort and behaviour is 

a cause for concern. The national indicator grade will not be 

met. 

 

What is the difference between old and new GCSE grades? 
A new grading system (1-9) has been introduced from 2017 and is replacing the old A*-G system by 

2018.  

There is no substantial difference between a GCSE awarded with old or new grades. The difference is 

in how the students’ attainments are shown.  

Students completing their GCSEs in 2017 will be given new GCSE grades for maths and English and 

A*-G grades in all other subjects. Students completing their GCSEs in 2018 will be given new GCSE 

grades for all subjects. 

The table below shows what each new GCSE grade equates to in terms of the old GCSE grade:  



 

 

 

How often and how much homework/independent study should my child be doing? 
Homework will be set regularly. We know that regular homework has a direct impact on your child’s 

progress and attainment in their GCSEs. A considerable body of research shows that developing a 

students’ independent learning and ownership of their learning is vital to prepare them for the 

outside world. In addition, developing the habit of working hard and regularly will give them every 

chance of success in education and life.  

Homework will be set as follows: 

 At Key Stage 3, weekly for English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Modern Foreign 
Languages. Fortnightly for other subjects.  

 At Key Stage 4, weekly for all examination courses/subjects. 
Teachers will expect homework to be completed on time and to a high standard. The completion of 

homework is compulsory. Failure to complete or hand in homework on time will be treated as a 

serious issue. 

Each homework should take approximately 30 minutes for Year 7 and 8 students. For Year 9 

students, each piece should take approximately 45 minutes while all Key Stage 4 homework pieces 

should take approximately 60 minutes. 

Setting and streaming: what does Beacon do? 
Setting means that students are placed, according to how well they did in that subject’s previous 

assessments, in different groups within a subject. So students are placed [set] in a teaching group 

based on their ability. 

At Beacon, we use setting, where appropriate, across most subjects in KS3 and KS4. Your child will be 

placed in sets according to their prior attainment in that subject. 



Years 7 to 11 are divided into two equal bands: A and B. However, each band is exactly equal in 

ability and has access to the same curriculum content. For Year 7, the only difference between the 

bands is whether a student studies French or German. 

Streaming means that students are placed, according to how well they did in previous assessments, 

in different bands with different curriculum to follow. So students are placed [streamed] in a band 

according to their ability. For example, one band may do triple science, while another does double 

science. Beacon does not have ability bands and does not stream. 

 


