
 

 
 

Tuesday 23rd February 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Following yesterday's announcements about the return to school for all secondary school students on Monday 8th March, as 
part of the roadmap for leaving lockdown, I wanted to get in touch to give you an update as to how we will be progressing 
our plans.  
  
Yesterday did give a sense of optimism that hopefully there is more of this behind us than in front of us with the pandemic. 
Furthermore, the incredible work of the NHS with the roll out of the vaccination programme is also providing some much 
needed light at the end of this very long tunnel. That being said, we know that there will be mixed feelings about some of 
the announcements yesterday and that a great deal of caution will need to prevail - as ever, complacency will never be an 
option for us. Please be assured, exactly as was the case for our full return in September, the safety and well-being of our 
students, staff and our school community is paramount and remains entirely at the heart of our planning.  
  
Rapid testing  
  
Much of this week will understandably need to be spent going through the detail that the government has set out for the 
return to face-to-face education. For secondary schools, there is the added complexity of rapid lateral flow 
coronavirus testing to consider.  
  
I have mentioned in previous communications that I am part of a working party that has lateral flow testing in schools as a 
focus - this will reconvene tomorrow morning. By way of a reminder, this group consists of the Director of Children's 
Services, the Director of Public Health and the Head of Education Improvement. In addition, there are a few other 
Headteacher colleagues from secondary, primary and special school phases who will also be in attendance.  
  
Our agenda will inevitably be framed around the initial proposals that the government has set out for secondary school 
student and staff testing and how schools can look to progress these plans. Discussions will take time for us to work through 
this week and as we know well by now, anything could change in relation to what was set out yesterday in the statement to 
parliament and the subsequent press conference. At this point, it is also important to remind you that testing remains 
voluntary and that no child or young person will be tested unless informed consent has been given.  
  
To our wonderful and inspiring students 
  
We are so looking forward to having your energy, brilliance and humour back in our buildings. Although we have been open 
to a few of our students, our school feels far too big without you all in it. We cannot wait for that to change.  
  
Over the coming weeks, please do everything that you can to stay positive and focused on your remote learning. It has 
undoubtedly been a long stretch, but the end is in sight. Stick to your routines, stay in touch with your staff, keep working 
hard and ask for help if you need it. Remember that you have coped with and achieved so much over what is essentially a 
year of disruption to all of our lives. You are strong, resilient and resourceful. We are more proud of you than ever and we 
are also extremely confident that once you are over the initial trepidation of returning, once you have seen your friends, 
your staff and refamiliarised yourselves with our surroundings, you will settle back in as swiftly as you did in September.  
  
In the next two weeks, you will need to prepare yourselves once more for our strict protocols that you adhered to so well 
previously. Make sure you have your compulsory items ready to bring in: your own face mask, hand sanitiser, pack of tissues 
and filled water bottle, along with your usual equipment to be ready to learn. We would also recommend that you check 
your uniform, shoes and PE kit for example - make sure it is clean and that it still fits you.  

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf


 

 
 

  
You will also now need to be prepared, until Easter at the earliest, to wear a face mask in your classrooms as well as in the 
communal areas that you needed to wear them in before. This requirement was set out by the government yesterday and it 
will be our expectation that you adhere to this unless you are exempt. We will of course continue to support our students 
and staff who are in this category. With this in mind, in the next couple of weeks, please think carefully about the type of 
mask you will need to bring to school with you as you will need to wear it for much of your time inside of our buildings.  
  
Exam consultation 
  
Like many of you, we were expecting an update on the outcome of the exam consultation for our current Year 11 and Year 
13 students. This has now been delayed until Thursday 25th February. As soon as we know more, we will of course be in 
touch.  
 
Mock examinations for Year 11 and Year 13 
  
As part of our ongoing process to rigorously assess student progress and provide examination specific feedback, we are 
looking to hold a period of mock examinations for both Year 11 and Year 13 students on examined courses towards the end 
of this term. Mr Hutchison and Mr Howarth are currently finalising the timetables for their year groups and once completed, 
the final arrangements will be communicated directly to both year groups towards the end of this week. Please be assured 
that this period of mock examinations is a positive step to ensure that all students are provided with the best opportunity to 
support their learning and evidence their progress as we collectively move forward into the final period of their courses. As 
always, Mr Hutchinson, Mr Howarth and Mr Callard will be available to answer any questions or address any concerns in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Finally 
  
Whilst we acknowledge that being away from our school environment and forced to work in this way has been far from 
ideal, as I said in our end of term newsletter, we remain so incredibly proud of our students and just how much they have 
achieved during lockdown. Their teachers have worked relentlessly to ensure that their lessons have been able to support 
progression. We have been deeply impressed with levels of attendance, engagement and attitudes and approaches to 
learning. We should therefore keep focusing on the positives and not forget or underestimate how well everyone has 
coped, alongside the skills that have been gained that will set them and us up for the future.   
  
As we all know well enough by now, much can change with this evolving situation. Over the coming days, we will continue 
to stay on top of any developments and take account of these as we progress our plans. As we approach Monday 
8th March, I will be in touch with more detail regarding our full return. 
  
Thank you for your ongoing patience, support, respect, care and unity whilst we work this all through.  
  

 
 
Anna Robinson 
Headteacher  

 
 


