
 

 
 

Wednesday 3rd March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: Phased return to school 

I will start this correspondence by apologising for the length of this communication but also by requesting that you take the time 
to read through the detail thoroughly to ensure that you are clear and fully informed about our arrangements moving forward for 
your children. 

Thank you to those of you who completed our survey about Rapid Testing to provide feedback to support our planning on whether 
you wanted your child to be part of this government directed testing process or not. As explained in the original email, the 
purpose of the survey was to ascertain the level of uptake to enable us to consider our arrangements for the potential delivery of 
testing. The results of the survey indicate that we have over 900 students across all year groups that we need to support to self-
administer swab tests for coronavirus before they fully return to our school. For those that have said they would like their child to 
take part in on-site testing, final testing arrangements, including a request for formal consent from you and information about 
how to book your child’s test, will be sent out to you later today. 

As I am sure that you can appreciate, supporting and administering the testing of this many of our students is a significant 
undertaking – we are certainly not unique with this position. The government have acknowledged the complexities for schools 
with setting up, equipping and staffing an on-site Asymptomatic Testing Site (ATS) and they have therefore given schools the 
flexibility to use the week beginning Monday 8th March to do the testing as best suits their contexts. This is also supported by our 
Local Authority and Public Health.  

For us to proceed with this testing programme for this number of students, we will need to start it on Friday 5th March and it will 
need to run until the end of next week with a view to completing as much of the testing as we can by Friday 12th March. 

In order to action our first day of testing on Friday, Thursday 4th March will therefore be our last day of live lesson delivery. On 
Friday 5th March, there will be no live lessons, remote learning, or work set. This day is to be used for consolidation and planning 
for our staff and students. We would also encourage our students to limit their screen time and focus on some permitted activities 
that will support their overall well-being. Staff will be planning, collecting their home testing kits, and/or supporting the on-site 
testing for your children. 

Due to the sheer volume of our students who have opted to be supported to be tested at our school and the number of our staff 
that it will require to make this happen, unfortunately we will not be able to fully resume our face-to-face learning for some of our 
students until Monday 15th March. 

I appreciate that this is not the news some of you or your children will want to hear, particularly if you have not opted into the 
testing programme. However, once more, schools are in an impossible situation here with the logistical challenges that mass 
testing presents. In summary, we are just not able to have all of our students in school having face-to-face learning at the same 
time as providing on-site testing for over 900 students with the facilities and staff that we have available as a secondary school.  

Please therefore find outlined on the following page, our arrangements from Monday 8th March for each year group to enable us 
to set up and run our Asymptomatic Testing Site (ATS). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Date  
Year groups on site for 

supported testing 
(timings TBC) 

Year groups on site for face-to-

face lessons (full school day) 
Remote learning year groups 

Friday 5th March  11, 12, 13 None  
Consolidation and planning 
day for all students and staff 

Monday 8th March  7, 10 All Year 11, 12, 13 students 
10 (all subjects). Core 
subjects only for 7, 8, 9  

Tuesday 9th March   8, 9 All Year 10, 11, 12, 13 students Core subjects only for 7, 8, 9  

Wednesday 10th March  11, 12, 13 All Year 10, 11, 12, 13 students Core subjects only for 7, 8, 9  

Thursday 11th March  7, 10 All Year 10, 11, 12, 13 students Core subjects only for 7, 8, 9  

Friday 12th March  8, 9 All Year 10, 11, 12, 13 students Core subjects only for 7, 8, 9  

Monday 15th March   None All students in all year groups None  

NB: core subjects are English, Maths, Science, Geography, History, Modern Foreign Languages 

From Monday 8th March 

Due to the testing programme, we are prioritising our examination year groups for face-to-face learning during the first week 
back. We will need our students in these year groups to be prepared with their usual necessary equipment in their bags ready to 
bring to school. This is in addition to the required items that are needed whilst we continue to do all that we can to protect 
members of our school and wider community to mitigate the risk of transmission.  

As you are aware, this now includes the government recommendation of wearing of a face mask in classrooms and teaching 
spaces, as well as in corridors and communal areas where it is not possible to socially distance. They have said that this is a 
temporary measure and that it will be reviewed at Easter in partnership with health experts to decide if this and other measures 
can be eased ahead of the summer and what we all hope will be happier and freer times. It is also vital to note that even if your 
child has a negative lateral flow test result, we are still in lockdown and our existing control measures and national guidelines must 
be adhered to at all times. If your child is participating in the on-site testing next week and does test positive, the detail regarding 
this scenario will be included in the communication that you will receive directly about the testing.  

Years 11, 12 and 13: 

All students in Years 11 – 13, even if they are not participating in the testing programme, will need to arrive from 8:20am on 
Monday 8th March for their first day back at school. Sixth Form students will need to go to Green Lane, and Year 11 students to 
our Main Site. They will then need to go to their tutor session for 8:35am and they will be in school full time from this point 
onwards. Attendance is compulsory and for this week only, our uniform will not be required for Year 11. If your child is displaying 
any COVID symptoms or is feeling unwell, please do not send them into our school and report their absence in the usual way via 
EduLink, or by email to attendance@beacon-academy.org or 6thformabsence@beacon-academy.org. If they are feeling 
symptomatic, you will need to book them a PCR test via https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test and please inform us of this via 
covid-19@beacon-academy.org.  

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf
mailto:attendance@beacon-academy.org
mailto:6thformabsence@beacon-academy.org
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:covid-19@beacon-academy.org


 

 
 

Year 10: 

All Year 10 students, even if they are not participating in the testing programme, will need to arrive from 8:20am on the Tuesday 
9th March for their first day back at school. They will then need to go to their tutor session for 8:35am. They will be in school full 
time from this point onwards. Attendance is compulsory and for this week only, our uniform will not be required. If your child is 
displaying any COVID symptoms or is feeling unwell, please do not send them into our school and report their absence in the usual 
way via EduLink or by email to attendance@beacon-academy.org or 6thformabsence@beacon-academy.org. If they are feeling 
symptomatic, you will need to book them a PCR test via https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test and please inform us of this via 
covid-19@beacon-academy.org.  

Year 7, 8 and 9 

As we have so many students who want to be supported with their testing in these year groups as well, students in Years 7 – 9 will 
not be having face-to-face lessons in school during the week commencing Monday 8th March, but will instead have a mixture of 
live remote lessons and work that will be set on Teams Assignments. There will be live lessons from English, Maths and Science as 
per your child’s timetable. Geography, History and Modern Foreign Languages will all upload work for students on to Teams 
Assignments. During the time that they would normally have all of their other lessons, we would encourage our students to 
explore via our online curriculum and subjects page, high-performing learning activities for their subjects. We would also 
appreciate your support with helping your children to organise themselves for the full return to school and encouraging them to 
take part in activities that support their overall well-being safely. All subjects will resume face-to-face learning for Years 7 – 9 on 
our full return on Monday 15th March. 

To reiterate, the only time that our students in Years 7 - 9 will be permitted to come on to our site next week, is if they are booked 
into a slot at our Asymptomatic Testing Site. Our uniform will not be required for the testing appointment.  

From Monday 15th March 

Year Group  Arrival Time  Instructions  

7, 8, 9  8:00am-8:30am   

Year group social zone on their arrival and then tutor time for 8:35am. 
They will have an extended tutor session to support their return and will 
then be attending lessons from lesson two onwards. Full Beacon 
Academy uniform and equipment will be required.  

10, 11, 12, 13  9:30am-9:50am Year group social zone on their arrival and lesson two for 10:00am  

Finally  

We are really looking forward to having all of our Year 10 – 13 students phased back from Monday 8th March and our full 
complement of students back on Monday 15th March. Thank you, as ever, for your unrelenting support, respect, care and unity 
whilst as a school we embark on the significant, logistical challenge of delivering rapid lateral flow testing for so many of our 
students next week. I will be in touch with more detail regarding our full return later next week, and in addition if there are any 
further developments over the coming days.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Anna Robinson 
Headteacher  

mailto:attendance@beacon-academy.org
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https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:covid-19@beacon-academy.org
http://beacon-academy.org/web/teaching-learning/curriculum-subjects.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/2020-21-beacon-academy-uniform-policy-and-expectations-updated.pdf
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