
Personal Statements 

What are they used for? 

- The grey area 

 

What are universities (probably) looking for? 

1) Structure  

2) SPG 

3) Personal 

4) Why the person is interested in the subject  

5) What the person has done that demonstrates that interest 

6) Why they would be a good fit for that course 

7) Potentially extra-curricular activities could be included too (no more than 1/3
rd

 maximum) 

 

Pitfalls 

1) Personal Statement for which the subject choice isn’t obvious 

2) Personal Statements that are too short 

3) Personal Statements that don’t talk for long enough about the subject they are applying for 

4) Feeling the need to link everything you’ve ever done to your subject choice. Media studies AS hasn’t 

really helped you prepare for a maths degree so you don’t need to pretend it has 

5) Starting with the words, ‘Since I was young I have always…’ 

6) Making obvious points that are self-evident to an admission tutor, for example that History has 

helped you prepare for an English degree because it has helped you to write long essays. It would be 

much better to talk about something in English that has fascinated you and that you’d like to explore 

in greater depth at university. 

7) Not appropriate for the course (e.g. statement about fascination with Ancient History applying for 

Modern History) 

8) Information black holes, particularly for students with atypical educational backgrounds 

9) Missing key information, e.g. education with no work experience mentioned 

10) Name dropping and quoting 

11) Attempts at humour 

12) Informal language  

13) The ‘so what?’ test 

 

When you’re reading a statement 

- Is it well written in a sensible format with good SPG? 

- Is it obvious what the student is applying to study? 

- Is it clear why they want to study it and why they are interested in that field? 

- Is it clear why the candidate would be a good fit for that course? 

- Does it pass the ‘so what?’ test? 

 


