
 

 
 

Wednesday 31st March 2021 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

We have had a great return to school in Term 4. Year 11 and Year 13 students have tackled the mock exams in the 
spirit they were designed and are making hugely positive strides in their courses. Attendance has been excellent and 
application during lessons has been equally impressive. We are excited about how we are progressing and the 
direction of travel for these cohorts. 

Following on from the letter we sent to you with key questions around the grade awarding process which can be found 
here, we have now received further guidance from the Joint Council for Qualifications to give a clearer direction for 
Term 5 and Term 6 for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. Please do read the guidance that has been written for 
students and parents that can be found here: JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf. It sets 
out key concepts such as how students will be assessed, when students receive their grades and what happens after 
this in relation to appeals. 

What does this mean for Term 5? 

• Students will take assessments in Term 5. Some of these may take place in lessons and some may take place in 

either the Main Hall for Year 11 and Green Lane Hall for Year 13, towards the end of Term 5. The timings of 

these will be planned very carefully to maximise performance for our students. This will also allow us to 

provide appropriate concession support as required. 

• Staff will make the purpose of any assessment clear and will prepare students so they can effectively evidence 

their ability. 

• Any assessment will be used to support areas of a particular course that have been taught but not yet 

assessed. Alternatively, it may be that in some subjects, the staff feel that additional evidence, for an area of a 

course that has already been assessed, would be useful in supporting an overall judgement. 

• As with our previous mock exams or other in school assessments, any single piece of evidence from Term 5 

will not be the final Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG). 

For both Year 11 and Year 13, the final day that students have to attend school will be Friday 28th May 2021. This is 
important, as after the May half-term, our teaching staff will have to undertake a significant internal quality assurance 
process to ensure that the TAGs submitted by 18th June 2021 are fair, robust and that no Beacon Academy student has 
been disadvantaged through this process. 

Events in Term 6 and Summer 2021 

• There will be two Year 11 into Year 12 transition days for students continuing into Beacon Academy Sixth 

Form. These will take place on Tuesday 22nd and Tuesday 29th June 2021 at our Sixth Form Centre on Green 

Lane. 

• Students attending Beacon Sixth Form next year will be given appropriate summer work to set them up for the 

best start into Sixth Form life in their subjects. This will not be onerous, as it is also important our Year 11 

students rest and recuperate before their next academic challenge.    

• We are working with a range of local colleges to ensure that all of our students are clear about the transition 

to the next phase. 

http://beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/student-and-parent-guide-to-gcse-and-a-level-grading-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf


 

 
 

• In Term 6, Year 13 students will be able to attend a number of events on preparing students for life after Sixth 

Form and will include workshops on finance and life at university. The Sixth Form team will contact Year 13 

students directly with the programme on offer. 

• A-level results day is on Tuesday 10th August 2021. UCAS, apprenticeship and employment support will be able 

on this day and also on Wednesday 11th August 2021.  

• GCSE results day is on Thursday 12th August 2021. Interviews for Year 11 students that have applied to Beacon 

Academy Sixth Form will take place on Friday 13th August, Monday 16th August and Tuesday 17th August. The 

Sixth Form team will shortly send you your time and date for your Sixth Form interview. 

We also want to try to celebrate the incredible journey that our Year 11 and Year 13 students have been on through a 
prom event for each cohort at the beginning of July. The Year 11 and Year 13 teams will be in contact with more 
details on their respective events soon. 

We thank you for your continued support and respect as we work collectively through the final stages of this journey 
for the 2021 examination cohorts. 

Kind regards, 

 

David Callard 
Deputy Headteacher 
KS4 & KS5 Attainment & Progress 

 

 
 
 
 


