
Beacon Academy Student Council Minutes 
5th December 2018 

Present 
Student Trustee KS 4 Isabelle Street 
Year 7 Zane Tasker and Tilly Murton  
Year 8 Ben Scotting and Theo Hall  
Year 9 Charlie Jackson and Orla Harris  
Year 10 Caitlin Beesley and Oscar Whittle 
Year 11 Charlotte Cullen 
 
Mrs M Davis – Academy Council Coordinator 
Mrs C Hoper – Marketing and Communications Officer 
Mrs G Young – Representative of the Academy Board of Trustees. 
 

   

Topic Comments Action 

Anti-bullying 
Student Survey 
 
 
 

The council had a quick look at the results of the anti-
bullying survey which had just been issued. 

This will be the main item at 
the January Tutor, Year and 
Academy Council meetings.  
Mrs Davis will send it to all 
Tutor representatives. 
The next meeting will be   
Wednesday 30 January so 
there will a clear few weeks in 
which this can be carefully 
looked at and discussed. 
 

Previous 
Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A noticeboard is now in place but needs filling and 
managing. Agreed we would put up meeting dates, 
lists of representatives and advice for students on how 
to get their concerns and ideas discussed. We would 
also put up a list of topics currently under discussion 
and articles written by students about our work and 
achievements. A suggestion was made to place a 
comments box for students in Beeches Reception. 
 
We now have a KS3 Student Trustee and he has 
already attended a meeting. Congratulations to Theo 
Hall. 
 
The homework survey is still in progress. 
 
 
Food in Café Beech. 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the group have spoken to Miss Miller 
about our suggestions for PSCHE topics. 
 

Mrs Hoper will liaise with Mrs 
Davis to put this information in 
place straight away.  
Mrs Hoper to investigate the 
options for a suggestions box. 
 
Further discussion on student 
articles at next meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlotte to email it to Mrs 
Davis on Monday. 
 
Mrs Davis to invite catering 
representative to the next 
meeting. Also, to investigate if 
a link to menus and prices can 
be put on EduLink. 
 
PSCHE is currently being 
redeveloped and our 
suggestions have been 



 welcomed. 

What extra-

curricular 

opportunities 

would students 

like to be 

created? 

 

The list came back from tutor and year groups as 
follows: 
 
Basic cookery skills       Self defence 
Film Club                        Sign Language 
Gardening                      Astronomy                 
Debating                         Homework Club (Cafe style) 
School Radio                  Climbing 
Photography (KS3)        Lego 
Cards                               Abstract sports (eg dodgeball)       

Mrs Young to share with 
Trustees. 
 
Mrs Davis to share with staff. 

Rewards 

 
 

How do students feel about the new student reward 
initiative – Student of the Fortnight and the Beacon 
Credits Rewards System? 
How much do they know about it? Is it a good idea? 
 
The council felt that the Student of the Fortnight 
initiative was not completely understood by all 
students across the Academy. They recommended that 
a clear set of criteria and instructions is communicated 
to all students. The council also felt that the reward for 
receiving a nomination could be more tangible and 
suggested that perhaps the nominating process could 
be completed via Edulink. They were of the opinion 
that most students do not like the idea of their 
nomination being displayed on the screens around 
school or in the weekly Student Bulletin. 
 
Primarily, the council felt that the credit and rewards 
system could be made more effective by 
communicating the agreed criteria across the Academy 
to ensure consistency and giving clearer incentives and 
goals, such as an end of term film for the winning tutor 
group.  

Mrs Davis to share with Miss  
Richards. The criteria and end 
of term goals was shared with 
Tutors – however, this will be 
clarified in term 3 via an 
assembly. 
 

Crowborough 
Council 
Issue 1 
 
Community 
Warden 
 
 
 

How do students feel about the Crowborough 
Community Warden? Is it a good idea to have 
someone patrolling the town, especially in the 
evenings? Crowborough Town Council were not sure 
whether to replace this person as costs could amount 
to £30,000 per year. 
 
 
 
Mrs Hoper reported that the Council has already made 
an appointment on a trial basis. Chris Harrison (ex-
PCSO) will be shared by Crowborough, Withyham and 
Forest Row. 

Council members to seek 
feedback and report how this is 
working for students at 
Beacon. Ask students in your 
year group if they come across 
issues he has helped to deal 
with or ideas about places he 
should be visiting. 
 
Mrs Hoper to contact 
Crowborough Town Council to 
enquire about setting up an 
assembly. 

Crowborough 
Council 
Issue 2 
 
Housing 

Should more housing that is affordable to younger 
people be built in Crowborough? What are the good 
and bad points about building large numbers of new 
houses?  
The students all felt that Crowborough is and should 

Mrs Hoper will share our views 
with Crowborough Town 
Council. 



 
 
 
 
 

remain a rural town and lots of new housing 
developments would threaten this. They were also 
concerned about placing too much pressure on local 
infrastructure (schools, doctors’ surgeries and parking). 
However, they also said that they would like to return 
to live in Crowborough following graduation. 
They felt that some places in Crowborough were less 
popular for people seeking homes and that perhaps 
these areas could be developed and improved in order 
to make existing housing more appealing. 

Crowborough 
Council 
Issue 3. 
 
Transport 
 
 

A significant number of Beacon students travel to and 
from Crowborough via public transport. Links with 
surrounding towns and villages were discussed, and as 
a result the council has invited the students to 
feedback detailed information regarding the numbers 
of students affected by transport issues. What issues 
with transport do you have? 
 
Most of the issues raised by students related to the 
school buses and the behaviour of students on those 
buses. Most students on the council do not use public 
transport outside of this and this perhaps reflected 
their age and the rural nature of the bus service. 

Consider at our next meeting if 
we should survey the whole 
student body on transport 
issues as Crowborough Town 
Council requested detailed 
feedback and evidence to 
support any consequent action. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


