
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

At the end of another successful academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to write and thank you for your 
continued support with ensuring your child is meeting our high expectations. Once again, having these expectations 
has ensured that standards remain high across the board. It is evident from our ongoing improvements that our 
collaboration with you and your children continues to be a strength at Beacon Academy. 

We are, as always, all looking forward to welcoming our new Year 12 students. I am also taking this opportunity to 
extend my advanced thanks to our new Year 12 parents in respect of supporting our expectations.  
 
Looking forward to September, this letter details the arrangements for the start of term on Friday 7 September 2018 
and is a clarification of our expectations from day one and beyond for the forthcoming year.  A copy of our revised 
uniform policy and equipment list is included with this email. Please check that your child is fully equipped for their 
return to school in September enabling our teachers to teach and our students to learn. 

 
Start of term arrangements:  Friday 7 September 2018 
 
All sixth form students are to arrive at 8.30am 
 
Year 12 are to go to a briefing in the hall at 8.30am followed by tutorial from 8.35am to 9.05am and an assembly from 

9.05am – 10.00am. Lessons will start from period 2. 
 
Year 13 are to go to a Briefing in the café at 8.30am followed by tutorial from 8.35am to 8.45am and an assembly from 

8.45am -9.05am. Lessons start period 1. 
 
Expectations 

 
Dress Code 
Attached to this letter is a document with our sixth form dress code.  
 
Attendance and punctuality 
Research shows that low attendance has a detrimental impact on progress and achievement. Students are in school 
for only 190 out of 365 days each.  This means there are 175 other days for holidays and evenings/weekends for social 
activities. To put this in context: 

 A student with 80% attendance misses the equivalent of 1 day a week of learning. 

 A student with 90% attendance misses the equivalent of 1 day a fortnight of learning. 
 
The Academy expects 100% attendance from every student. It is expected that the parent/carer will engage and 
communicate proactively with us providing clear information and explaining the reasons for the student absence. In 
the rare cases where there is a justifiable reason for a student’s persistent absence, we have a range of flexible and 
supportive options available to our students with specific needs in order to help them attend and therefore not miss 
out on their education. 
 
 



 

 
 

Please note that absence will not be authorised without medical evidence should your child’s attendance fall below 
95%. Beacon Academy has a number of monitoring and support systems designed to help students to achieve 100% 
attendance. Our staff work directly with students, their families and outside agencies to help encourage and secure 
good attendance.   

Requests for leave of absence in term time 
As of September 2013 a Headteacher is no longer allowed to authorise absence for students from school except in 
“exceptional circumstances”. Holidays are not considered “exceptional circumstances”. In “exceptional cases” parents 
can request in advance to a take a leave of absence. I will then consider the request and communicate the decision 
back to you in a timely way. If the absence is not authorised and the student is not present in school on one or more of 
the previously specified dates, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. This may lead to a fixed penalty notice 
(FPN) being issued by the local authority. 

Punctuality  
We expect all students to arrive in school by 8.30am. Our expectations around punctuality also apply to arriving to 
lessons on time.  Failure to do this (without a valid reason) will result in sanctions being put in place on an escalating 
scale.  Persistent lateness will, if not improved through support and/or sanctions, result in the lateness being coded as 
unauthorised and may result in a fine. Truancy is also not tolerated and will result in a sanction in the first instance.  
 
Homework 
All homework can be found online via the Edulink website or app. We encourage students to complete their 
homework at a regular time each day ensuring they have the correct resources and equipment. If homework is not 
handed in on time or completed to a satisfactory standard, a sanction will apply. If a student is absent when the 
homework is set, they are still expected to complete the homework.  If you have any problems with the Edulink 
website or app please contact office@beacon-academy.org. 
 
Key dates for 2018/19 
Beacon Academy term dates and Inset Days for 2018/19 are included in the attached PDF and on our website. We 
have also included a list of key dates for each year group for parents to be aware of. There will of course be further 
confirmation of these dates closer to the event and also additional events to which you will be invited. 
 
Please visit our website www.beacon-academy.org or follow us on Twitter @Beacon_Academy for regular updates 
about what is going on day to day at Beacon Academy. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all parents, carers and students an enjoyable and relaxing summer 
break and we look forward to welcoming our students back in September, fully recharged and ready for the new 
academic year. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Anna Robinson 
Headteacher  
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