
 
 

 
Preparing for Biology 

 
Reading List 
As you may not have much time during term at university to enjoy reading across the broad range of 
biology, this is a great opportunity to read some of the following popular books rather than try to focus on 
the specific course texts used in the first year of your degree. The books are generally about various 
aspects of evolutionary biology, an overarching theme of biology.  

1. Carroll, S., Endless Forms Most Beautiful (an excellent introduction to the diversity of life and its 
genetic basis, from an eloquent writer on the subject). 

2. Leroi, A., Mutants (an excellent introduction to genetics and the formation of the phenotype, 
illustrated with the extraordinary range of human mutations: it links together genes, cells and 
organismal form). 

3. Darwin C., On the Origin of Species (needs no introduction! This is a long, dense read but of course a 
foundational text in life sciences) 

4. Holland, P., The Animal Kingdom: A very short introduction.  (this one provides an insightful yet 
accessible introduction to the diversity of animal life). 

5. Dawkins, R. & Yang, W. The Ancestor’s Tale: A Pilgrimage to the Dawn of Life (This one is a 
beautifully written journey through evolutionary history, from our own perspective as a species). 

 Live animal streams from around the world you can watch online for free 
During this period of ‘lock down’ a number of zoos around the world are now broadcasting live webcam 
footage from inside their animal enclosures. In the UK, Edinburgh Zoo has set up a variety of cameras so 
people can embark on a virtual tour of the facility. There’s a panda cam, where online visitors can watch 
Yang Guan go about his business, alongside a penguin camera, a tiger camera and a koala camera. 
https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/. There are plenty more examples of zoos in the UK and 
further afield that can be found here 
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/wildlife/countryside/g31784857/live-animal-webcam-zoo/ 
  
On-line Programmes 
The Royal Institution of Great Britain is an organisation devoted to scientific education and research. Every 
year they broadcast a series of Christmas lectures which are considered the UK’s flagship science series. 
Topics have included: 

 Who am I – 2018 
 The Language of Life – 2017 
 How to survive in space – 2015 
 Life fantastic – 2013 
 Meet your brain - 2011 

They can be found here 
https://www.rigb.org/christmas-lectures/watch 
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheRoyalInstitution/videos 
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