
  
 

Preparation for Politics A-Level at Beacon 

The first two papers for Politics A Level are based on the government and politics of the UK. 

We look at US politics later in the course. 

For preparation please complete the following tasks:  

Task 1: UK Political Diary 

Explore the resources included on this sheet independently – they will help with this task. 

Start listening to some of the podcasts and look at the websites regularly to keep up to date 

with the political world.   

The Political Diary is an essential feature of your time in A level Government & Politics. It is 

not just summer work but will extend across the two-year span of your course and help you 

come to terms with the major political events and shifts throughout that period. This will 

enable you to become armed with relevant examples that will populate your essays in the 

final exams. As such, it will prove to be an invaluable historical source as well as a check on 

your level of knowledge and understanding. 

Task 2: 2019 General Election  

Construct a written report of how and why the different parties achieved their respective 

results in the recent general election. To complete this research task successfully, you will 

need: 

• An understanding of the main manifesto promises of each party; 

• Notes on the main events of the campaign; 

• Thoughts on the electoral system: https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/ 

• An analysis of the 2019 election results 

• Your own conclusions on the reasons for the results 

Websites, podcasts and other fantastic politics resources to help with your political diary 

BBC 
www.bbc.uk/news/politics 
 
Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics 
 
Spectator 
https://www.spectator.co.uk/ 
 
Telegraph 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/ 
 

https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.uk/news/politics
https://www.theguardian.com/politics
https://www.spectator.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/


  
New Statesman 
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics 
 
The Week 
https://www.theweek.co.uk/ 
 
The Economist 
https://www.economist.com/ 
 
US – Politico 
https://www.politico.com/ 
 
US - Real Clear Politics 
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/ 
 
538 (mainly US) 
https://fivethirtyeight.com/ 
 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/ 
 
Some sites are behind paywalls but will allow a limited number of articles to be accessed for 
free. Alternatively, online access to the magazines can often be accessed through libraries.   

Podcasts 

There are lots of relevant podcasts available through itunes or other similar platforms. Here 
is a selection for you to try: 

New Statesman (left of centre views) 

The Spectator Podcast (right of centre views) 

Guardian politics weekly (a British newspaper’s review of the week in politics) 

Week in Westminster (BBC) 

Pienaar’s Politics (BBC) 

Pod Save America (mainly US) 

The Political Party (interviews of politicians by the comedian, Matt Forde) 

The Red Box Political Podcast (Times) 

The Daily (New York Times) 

https://www.newstatesman.com/politics
https://www.theweek.co.uk/
https://www.economist.com/
https://www.politico.com/
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


  
 
Twitter: 
UK PM: @Number10gov 
US president: @POTUS 
Or: @realDonaldTrump 
Commons Library: @commonslibrary 
Guardian Politics: @Gdnpolitics 
UCL Constitution unit: @ConUnit_UCL 
Politico: @politico 
The Atlantic: @The Atlantic 
New York Times politics: @NYTpolitics 
 


