
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,           31 October 2017 
 
In the past, I have written to you at the end of the summer term but this year we decided to wait until the national exam results 
were released by the Department for Education. I am glad that we did!   
 
As our Headteacher, Anna Robinson has already communicated, we now know that Beacon Academy has come top of the county 
league table for the key benchmark of student progress, and is in the top 3% of all schools in England. This is an exceptional 
achievement and on behalf of the board of trustees, I echo Anna’s congratulations to the students who have done so well and their 
parents and teachers who helped get them there. Everyone connected with Beacon should feel extremely proud. 
 
Delighted as we are with these results, we know that education is about more than just academic achievement. Beacon students 
experience a diverse range of enrichment activities that are designed and provided by staff to complement the academic 
curriculum. These activities develop skills such as communication, teamwork, resilience, problem solving and risk taking, all of which 
broaden students’ horizons and help develop their independence.  
 
However, as Anna has previously explained, Government funding is falling in real terms. We have worked hard over the last two 
years to ensure Beacon is financially efficient, but there is no avoiding the fact that these are extremely challenging financial times 
for schools. The pressure on our budget means there is less and less money available for extra-curricular activities. 
 
Consequently, Anna and the board of trustees, while strongly backing the campaign to raise core school funding, have decided that 
Beacon should work on raising money from sources additional to the taxpayer. This year’s Sponsored Walk, with a magnificent  
£19,000 pledged, is an encouraging indication of what can be achieved. To help us further along this path, we have recently made 
two excellent appointments: Katie Harrison as Head of Partnerships and Cara Hoper as Marketing and Communications Officer. They 
both bring vast experience and enthusiasm. You will soon be hearing more about our plans to raise money and on the careful way in 
which we will confer with students and others to use it for providing broadening experiences outside and inside the classroom.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the trustees and I am sure on your behalf as well, to congratulate Anna and her 
teams on what has been a highly successful year for the school. Apart from the fantastic exam results, we had an exceptionally 
complimentary Ofsted inspection, we were designated as a National Teaching and National Support School and there has been 
some excellent work by the business team on streamlining our back-office operations to further ensure we are as financially 
efficient as possible. Finally, Anna has been designated as a National Leader of Education - a fitting tribute to her outstanding 
leadership of the school. Many congratulations to all our staff. 
 
In modern society, schools define and are defined by the communities in which they operate. It is the goal of all of us connected 
with Beacon to provide Crowborough with a valued asset for the community. We are determined that Beacon should be the school 
that all parents and carers want to choose for their child, and one that students are proud to attend and represent. There is  still 
more to do, but I hope you agree that the achievements of the past year show that Beacon is making excellent progress towards 
that goal.  
 
Finally, a word of thanks to my fellow trustees, who give their time voluntarily. It is a rewarding and privileged role - particularly 
when things are going well! If you, or someone you know, feel you could contribute to our board of trustees, please do get in touch 
with me directly. You could help make a real difference for your community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Nigel Gourlay 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 


