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Beacon Community College Academy Trust 

Beacon Academy Homework Policy 

January 2021 

 

At Beacon Academy, we believe that homework plays a vital part in a student’s education. Relevant 

homework has significant benefits for secondary school students and will help them become 

independent learners. 

Homework inextricably supports the teaching and learning in the classroom and should inspire and 
challenge every student to enable them to make excellent progress. 
 

Research says that homework is most effective when it involves practice or rehearsal of subject matter 

already taught. Students should not typically be exposed to new material for their home learning, unless 

they are judged more expert learners. Complex, open ended homework is often completed least 

effectively. Short, frequent homework, closely monitored by teachers is more likely to have more 

impact. This could include summarising notes; using graphic organisers to recast classroom materials; 

guided research; exam question practise; guided revision etc. 

We are acutely aware that children have opportunities and experiences outside of school that are 
equally important in developing and enriching their lives. We will therefore give careful consideration 
to making homework relevant, well-balanced across the school, whilst encouraging self-motivation and 
independent learning. 
 
 
Aims 

Beacon Academy’s Homework Policy is in place to: 

• Develop a consistent approach to homework throughout the school. 

• Consolidate learning and develop independence. 

• Ensure that teaching staff, parents and students are aware of their responsibilities with regard 

to homework. 

• Ensure that parents have clarity on what their child is expected to do. 

• Encourage students to develop the responsibility and self-discipline required for independent 

study. 

• Support students’ learning experiences via revision and reinforcement. 

• Work with parents and involve them in their child’s learning. 

• Raise standards of progress and attainment. 

• Improve the quality of the learning experiences by extending it beyond the classroom. 

• Provide students with additional opportunities to further practise and in turn, deepen their 

knowledge and understanding. 

Responsibilities 

The role of the leadership team and Board of Trustees 

• Check compliance with the policy. 

• Monitor the policy through the quality assurance process. 
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• Review the Statement every year and make appropriate updates as required. 

• Ensure that new parents are informed about our expectations with regard to homework. 

The role of the head of department and SENDCO 

• Develop a departmental approach to homework. 

• Monitor the frequency and quality of homework set in the department. 

• Support teachers with incomplete homework, liaising with students and parents as 

necessary. 

The role of the teacher: 

• Plan and set up a regular programme of homework for students.  

• Provide an explanation of homework tasks and ensure all students understand what they 

have to do. 

• Ensure that a student with SEND has understood the homework task and that it is clearly 

recorded. 

• Ensure all homework given is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum. 

• Set homework that is appropriate to the student’s ability. 

• Monitor homework regularly and make sure students are completing it to the best of their 

ability. 

• Give feedback to students according to the department’s feedback policy.  

• Communicate with parents if there is a problem regarding homework. 

• Ensure homework takes equal opportunities into account and that the needs of students 

with disabilities are considered. 

The role of parents/carers: 

• Support their child in completing homework. 

• Make sure that their child completes homework to a high standard and on time. 

• Provide suitable conditions and resources for their child to complete homework. 

• Inform teachers of any issues that may arise and co-operate with the school to find a 

solution. 

The role of students: 

• Take responsibility for learning and submit completed work in a timely manner.  

• Make sure they understand the tasks that have been set and seek clarification if required. 

• Take pride in the presentation and content of their homework and perform to a high 

standard.  

 

Homework Procedures 

• All homework will be uploaded and can be accessed via Edulink. 

• Departments must have a clear rationale for homework tasks. 

• Homework will be set regularly. 

• The completion of homework is compulsory and teachers will expect homework to be 

completed on time and to a high standard. 
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Key Stage 3 

• Homework will be set weekly for English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Technology and 

Modern Foreign Languages. 

• Homework will be set fortnightly for other subjects. 

• Homework in each subject for Years 7 & 8 should take approximately 30 minutes to complete. 

• Homework in each subject for Year 9 should take approximately 45 minutes to complete.  

• In addition, students are expected to read for pleasure for the equivalent of 20 minutes every 

day. 

Key Stage 4 

• Homework will be set weekly for all examination courses/subjects. 

• Homework pieces should take approximately 60 minutes to complete. 

 

      Key Stage 5 

• Homework will be set weekly for all examination courses/subjects. 

• This should be a mixture of exam practice, other written work and pre- and post-lesson 

reading. 

• In addition to completing the work set by their teachers each week students in the Sixth Form 

will be expected to work on their subjects independently. This might consist of ongoing 

revision activities, independent further research into areas covered in class, exam preparation 

or reading ahead to enhance their understanding in future lessons. By the time they are in 

year 13, the most successful students will be doing ten hours a week of work outside of 

lessons per subject. During the two years we support all students to work at an ambitious 

level. 

 

Homework Minimum Standards 

• Homework will ideally be uploaded onto Edulink by teachers prior or during the lesson and no 

later than 24 hours after the lesson to assist with organisation. 

• Students who do not have regular or reliable computer access will be issued with paper 

instructions and resources. 

• Students will usually be given no less than 48 hours to complete a homework task. Where 

possible teachers will give students five school days to complete homework. 

• Teachers will explicitly state on Edulink how long to spend on a task. 

 

Students who fail to complete homework 

All students are expected to complete homework on time and to a high standard. The completion 

of homework is compulsory.  Failure to complete or hand in homework will be treated as a serious 

issue and sanctions will be imposed. Where there are issues with homework, parents are 

encouraged to contact the relevant teacher.  

 



 

5 
 

Students with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

• At Beacon Academy we recognise that students with special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND) may require that specific tasks be set that are consistent with a student’s Individual 

Education Plans.  

• While students with SEND may benefit from special tasks separate from the homework received 

from other students, it is important that they also do as much in common with other students. 

• A balanced amount of the right type of homework will be set for students with SEND, in 
consultation with the parents and the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. 


