
  

 

Preparation for History A-Level at Beacon 

Paper 1: “In search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917-96.” 

The first Paper for History A Level is called “In search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917-96.” In 

this unit we look at the political changes, the quest for civil rights, society and culture and the impact 

this had on people’s quality of life between 1917-1918. For preparation please complete the following 

task:  

Task 1: Construct a timeline between 1917-1996, which includes: 

 In one colour – the name of the President, their length of term and their political party: 
example – F.D. Roosevelt,1933-45, Democrat 

 In another colour – name one key event, figure or policy which had an impact on politics, 
culture or the economy under each president e.g. The New Deal  

This should be handwritten and placed at the front of your folder.  

You can use the student shared resources and the following websites to help you:  

 N:\Student Shared\Subjects\History\A level - new students transition work\presidents.  

 List of presidents and their terms in office: https://www.britannica.com/topic/presidency-of-

the-United-States-of-America/Presidents-of-the-United-States 

Task 2: Read the following article and complete the tasks below 

 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/power-and-the-presidency-from-kennedy-to-obama-

75335897/ 

 Research and write down the definition of key words you are not sure of e.g. “inaugural”.  

 Outline how different President used foreign policy including: whether they had to listen to 

Congress (US Parliament) in order to pass foreign policy; the Presidents relationship with the 

public over foreign policy measures, what foreign policy measures each President initiated.  

Paper 2: “India, c1914-48, the road to independence.” 

The second paper for History A Level is called “India, c1914-48, the road to independence.” 

In this unit we look at the impact the First World War had on British India, the changing 

political relationships in the 1920-1930, the period of consultation and confrontation in 1930-

42 before looking at India’s road to independence from the British Empire in 1942-48. 

Task 3: Read “India in 1914” by Sean Lang  

 Outline British control over India including how India was modernised under British control and 

how India was held back economically.  

 What jobs did European people living in India have?  

 How did Indian nationalism take form? Name key methods and people e.g. home rule, non-

violent campaigning etc.  

 Why was there a split in nationalist movements?  

 What was India’s reaction and participation to the outbreak of World War One?  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/presidency-of-the-United-States-of-America/Presidents-of-the-United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/presidency-of-the-United-States-of-America/Presidents-of-the-United-States
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/power-and-the-presidency-from-kennedy-to-obama-75335897/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/power-and-the-presidency-from-kennedy-to-obama-75335897/


  
 

If you want to continue your love of history – below are podcasts, reading books and Netflix 

recommendations  

Podcasts:  

 BBC In Our Time: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads 

There are hundred of history topics to choose about. The Podcast gets 

historians who specialise in the topics on to debate key historical 

questions. 

 The BBC also do a range of historical podcasts here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/category/history 

 History Extra Podcast: comes out three time a week, featuring 

interviews with notable historians talking about topics spanning 

ancient history through recent British to American events.  

Books: The best way to prepare for a History A Level is to read the history books that interest 

you, either related to your school work or ranging beyond it – and be prepared to discuss your 

views on those books and their arguments.  

Remember you can make use of the local libraries digital library service for books – you don’t 

have to buy hard copies.  A lot of books are also free on audible. 

History book recommendations for the course: 

Paper 1: In Search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917-96  

The Penguin History of the United States of America by Hugh Brogan  

This one-volume history - from early British colonization to the fall of President Nixon 

- captures all the vivid personalities and events as well as the broad sweep of 

America's triumphant progress. Hugh Brogan looks at the period leading to 

Independence from the American and British points of view, explores the permanent 

features, both good and bad, of the "American character" and produces a synthesis 

of all the current research to show how the USA developed so rapidly from small 

beginnings to global dominance. 

 

American History: A Vert Short Introduction by Paul S.Boyer  

This brief history of America will span the earliest migrations to the present, reflecting Paul S. Boyer's 

interests in social, intellectual, and cultural history, including popular culture and religion. 

 

American Political History: A Very Short Introduction by Donald T. Critchlow  

This brief, accessible book explores the nature of the two-party system, key turning points in American 

political history, representative presidential and congressional elections, struggles to expand the 

electorate, and critical social protest and third-party movements.  

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/category/history


  
 

Paper 2: India, c1914-48: the road to independence 

Indian Summer: the secret history of the end of an empire by Alex von Tunzelmann 

This book depicts the sweep of events that ripped apart the greatest empire the world has ever 

seen, and reveals the secrets of the most powerful players on the world stage.  

The Decline of the British Empire by Piers Brendon (Chapter 13 – Spinning the Destiny of India) is on 

the shared folder: https://foldr.beacon-

academy.org/home/files/Shared/StudentShared/Subjects/History/AccessingClasswork/Year12&13/E

dexcelALevel/Unit2India/overviewreading 

Paper 3: Losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914 

 The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction by Ashley Jackson 

This short introduction introduces and defines the British Empire, reviewing its historiography by 

answering a series of key questions for example “What were the phases of imperial expansion and 

contraction? 

 

Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World by Niall Ferguson  

The book unfolds the imperial story in all its splendours and its miseries, showing 

how a gang of buccaneers and gold-diggers planted the seed of the biggest 

empire in all history - and set the world on the road to modernity. 

 

General history books recommendations:  

Sapiens – A Brief History of Humankind by Noah Yuval Harari  

Spanning the entirety of human history, from the first humans to walk the 

earth to scientific, cognitive and agricultural breakthroughs, revolutions, religion and wars, 

Harari, an Israeli historian, manages to cover the last 70,000 years of human existence into less 

than 500 pages.  

 

Women and Power: A Manifesto by Mary Beard  

 A condensed history of gender politics. If you have any interest in the study of 
gender, then this is an essential read. 
 
Silk Roads by Peter Frankopan  

Sweeping right across Central Asia and deep into China and India this book is an 

exploration of the forces that have driven the rise and fall of empires. It is an important account 

of the forces that have shaped the global economy and the political renaissance in the re-

emerging east.  

 

Eleanor of Aquitaine by Alison Weir  

Eleanor of Aquitaine was one of the leading personalities of the Middle Ages, and also one of 

the most controversial. In an age when women were treated as mere chattels, she made her 

own choices, wielded power and won widespread respect.   

 

  

https://foldr.beacon-academy.org/home/files/Shared/StudentShared/Subjects/History/AccessingClasswork/Year12&13/EdexcelALevel/Unit2India/overviewreading
https://foldr.beacon-academy.org/home/files/Shared/StudentShared/Subjects/History/AccessingClasswork/Year12&13/EdexcelALevel/Unit2India/overviewreading
https://foldr.beacon-academy.org/home/files/Shared/StudentShared/Subjects/History/AccessingClasswork/Year12&13/EdexcelALevel/Unit2India/overviewreading


  
 

A History of Britain by Simon Schama  

Shama tackles questions like “What makes or breaks a nation? What is Britain – one country or 

many?” In this overview of British history from Becket to Anne Boleyn with a focus on ordinary lives 

as well.  

 

SPQR – A History of Ancient Rome by Mary Beard  

Accessible book offering a new look at Roman history exploring not only how Rome grew 

but also how the Romans thought about themselves and their achievements. 

Historical Documentaries:  

BBC have a range of historical documentaries: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/documentaries-history/a-z?page=2 

A History of Britain by Simon Schama https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x223780 

The sixth episode of Michael Woods' "The Story of India":   

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3hyqsb  

Neill Ferguson presents “Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moZN2UZ1k60   

Netflix:  

Louis Theroux (BBC): episode 3 (Louis and the Nazis) and episode 

18 (The Ultra Zionists) 

The Vietnam War: Documentary filmmaker Ken Burns gives a 

forensic and gruelling account of the Vietnam War. 

13th: This Netflix original documentary explores the United States' history and relationship 

with racial inequality. The show is named after the Thirteenth Amendment to the US 

Constitution, which resulted in the prohibition of slavery and freed all those who were held 

captive. However, the documentary shows how black people are disproportionately affected 

by the country's prison system and how inequality is still rife.  

Bobby Kennedy for President: Historical footage and leading voices of the era examine the 

“Bobby Phenomenon” of the 1960s and the legacy of the man who helped redefine the 

country.  

JFK: the making of a president: Explores how JFKs worldview was influenced by his younger 

years, when he endured poor health, family tragedy and a demanding father.  

Who killed Malcolm X?: Decades after the assassination of African American leader Malcolm 

X, an activist embarks on a complex mission seeking truth in the name of justice.  

Secrets of Great British Castles: Dan Jones goes on a journey back in time to Britain’s most 

iconic structures and their infamous inhabitants  

World War Two in Colour: From the attack on Pearl Harbour to D-day, the events of World 

War II come to life in colorized footage.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/documentaries-history/a-z?page=2
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x223780
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3hyqsb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moZN2UZ1k60


  
 

Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution. This documentary tackles one of history’s most 

horrifying subjects: the Holocaust and the infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp.  

Einsatzgruppen: The Nazi Death Squad: this documentary series examines the 

Einsatzgruppen, Nazis responsible for the mass murder of Jews, Romani and Soviet prisoners 

in Eastern Europe.   

Dunkirk: soldiers and civilians struggle by land, sea and air to evacuate the British army and 

their allies.  


