
 

 

March 2018 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Re: Parental support for fundraising projects for Beacon Academy students 

 
We are now in our third year of highly collaborative leadership and governance and we are excited to be 
building on our recent successes. As a school we are proud that we continue to be uncompromisingly 
ambitious for our students and your children – they deserve the best. 

 
We were of course delighted to have all of our hard work recognised and validated last year, culminating in 
our two outstanding Ofsted judgements, our prestigious designation as a National Teaching School, National 
Support School and number one school in Sussex for progress. It is all the more rewarding to know that we 
have achieved these accolades despite the incredibly challenging times we face in the education sector, 
predominantly in terms of increased accountability with the new exam regimes and inordinate pressures on 
school funding. 

 
Leaders and governors of schools remain acutely concerned about fair and adequate funding for schools. As 
you would expect, we are doing everything we can to remain as financially efficient as possible without 
compromising our offer to our students. We have fastidiously planned ahead, made significant savings in the 
last three years and where possible, applied for relevant external funding streams, mostly restricted for capital 
projects. 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your recent support of all of our fundraising efforts to 
date, including the sponsored walk and BeaconFest. These fundraisers have financed projects and resources as 
elected by our student body, including water fountains, new staging and stage lighting for our dance and 
drama studios, new gymnastic mats, classroom furniture, projectors, visualisers, a 3D printer and microscopes. 

 
As you are aware, we always appreciate and value your feedback, and to that end, we have been working with 
our Parent Think Tank and others to consider more ways in which we can generate additional revenue for our 
school. The overwhelming opinion is that it is now time to establish and develop a structured fundraising plan 
that we would like to invite you to be a part of. 

 
Additional funds generated from these plans will enable us to continue to offer a full programme of 
enrichment activities and experiences that extend learning beyond the classroom. This would include, as a 
priority, the replacement of our timeworn AstroTurf, a facility used daily by the whole school and by external 
clubs. It would support the upkeep and replacement of other sports and technical equipment and facilities 
alongside the provision of cultural visits and guest speakers to our school. Funding would equally be used to 
provide opportunities to take part in extra-curricular clubs and programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. 

 
As part of our long-term fundraising plan, this offer to contribute will also be extended to include our local and 
wider community, along with our business contacts and our growing alumni network. 

 
We have devised the following list of options, and would like to ask you to consider helping in any way you can 
by registering your contribution via this short form.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mdWjD86KDEm2BQrB2kqb1KhJMLWCvhBOkuwUY6xQGYNUODVORkFDMzI4VENSSDVVN1FLMTQxWEg3US4u


 
 
 
 

 By making an individual or monthly voluntary contribution.


 By volunteering to join one of our new events fundraising committees.


 By providing details of any relevant business contacts you might have that could support our 
fundraising efforts.



 By volunteering your services for the practical upkeep and maintenance of our school buildings and 
grounds.



 By putting us in touch with community groups or clubs that might be interested in hiring our facilities, 
including the dance and drama studios, gyms and sports hall, AstroTurf pitch, meeting rooms and 
conference space.

 

We are exceedingly grateful for any contribution that you may be able to offer. As always, our student council 
will play an important role in decisions that are made regarding the use of funds raised. We will of course 
report back to you regularly with any updates. Thank you in advance for your ongoing support of, and 
commitment to, our school. 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anna Robinson 

Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nigel Gourlay  
Chair of the Board of Trustees  


