
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
You will no doubt be aware from the headlines today that Headteachers are writing to their school communities with an 
update on school funding.   
 
In summary, the collective message being given, which you know I support, is that, schools are still not being provided with 
adequate funding and resource to deliver the level of provision and support that is expected and that our families and 
children deserve.  
 
Main concerns and common features across our education system up and down the country; 

 Since 2010 school budgets have been reduced in real terms by 8% and by 20% at post-16. 

 Class sizes are rising and the curricular offer is being restricted. 

 Increasingly, schools are being asked to support with children’s emotional health and wellbeing.  Frequently, we do not 
have adequate resource to meet a growing need.  

 Often, the most vulnerable students in our schools – those from disadvantaged backgrounds or those with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) – are bearing the brunt of cuts and schools are in increasingly challenged to 
provide the levels of support that they are entitled to.   

 
As such, Headteachers have written to the Secretary of State for Education on three separate occasions since September 
2018, when 2000 Headteachers campaigned at Westminster in order to underline the seriousness of the current situation.  
We have written to request a further meeting, which to date has not come to fruition. 
 
Of course, as a profession, we recognise that there is not a ‘bottomless pit’ of money and also acknowledge that many local 
MPs from across the political spectrum are taking a supportive approach. However, that the current response from the 
Department for Education is disappointing.   
 
Key discussion points that Headteachers feel are urgently required with the Secretary of State for Education; 

 Headteachers want to contribute constructively to overcome current funding issues. 

 Headteachers want to reflect the serious concerns expressed by families regarding inadequate levels or resource and 
provision especially for our most vulnerable students.  

 Headteachers want to ensure that schools receive a much better deal when future Government spending plans – the 
Comprehensive Spending Review - are drawn up over the next few months.   

 Headteachers want to indicate serious and rising concerns relating to the wider pastoral and social care that schools are 
expected, by default, to provide against a background of severe cuts to Local Authority provision. 

 
The ‘Worth Less?’ campaign group now comprises 64 Local Authorities and Boroughs, covering thousands of schools and 
millions of families.  This gives a clear indication of the levels of concern felt by reasonable and moderate Headteachers in 
England.   
 
Headteacher colleagues and I, remain appreciative that our message has been strongly reinforced by parents and carers as 
we continue to campaign for a much improved level of funding for our schools and students.  We encourage you to continue 
to make representations to your local MP and to the Department for Education and wider Government to help us ensure 
that matters improve.   
 
With thanks as ever for your continuing support. 

 
Anna Robinson  
Headteacher  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47482587

