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Making the transition from primary school to secondary school is a big step. 
How will Beacon Academy support my child throughout this period? 

 
Progressing from primary to secondary education is an exciting and significant milestone in any child’s education.  
We understand that this period of change can be unsettling and we want to reassure you that our structured 
transition programme is in place to support the needs of our students and their families and ensure a happy and 
positive start to life at Beacon Academy, enabling your child to make the best progress possible within our 
supportive, challenging and stimulating environment. 
 
Many of our students will first come into contact with Beacon Academy through their primary school when we 
invite them to take part in various sporting and performing arts events throughout the year.  Primary school 
students and their families are welcome to join us to celebrate a number of events such as dance festivals, drama 
productions, art exhibitions and our annual Christmas Carol Service at All Saints Church, all of which provide 
excellent opportunities for you and your child to get to know us better. 
  
In June we hold an annual week of bookable Open Morning Tours for children currently in Year 5. In partnership 
with your child’s Headteacher, we arrange invitational dates for you and your child to attend, to observe our 
school in action and meet staff and students. 
 
Further to this, in July, Year 6 students joining us in Year 7 attend three transition days planned alongside your 
primary school. The transition days allow them to experience a taster of a normal day at Beacon Academy, to 
meet their fellow students and familiarise themselves with staff and their surroundings. Parents and carers also 
receive an invitation to attend a special tie presentation at the end of one of the transition days to officially 
welcome students into the Beacon Academy community. Additional support and information is readily available 
via our online Year 6 into 7 Transition Portal. 
 
Your child’s Tutor will be on hand from the beginning of Year 7 as the first point of contact for any queries or 
questions you may have.  We host a Year 7 Parent Information Evening midway through Term 1 to further 
support your child’s move to Beacon Academy.  
  
Our structured transition programme is in place to support the needs of our students and their families, enabling 
a gradual induction for our new Year 7 students in order to provide reassurance and to support their move into 
secondary education.  
 
All of the above events are subject to and dependent upon government Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines. 
 
 

How will I know whether my child is making good progress?  
 
At Beacon Academy we have the highest expectations of every student. We deliver a broad, balanced curriculum 
in which all students steadily acquire the building blocks of knowledge across a range of subjects. In lessons, 
teachers regularly check that students have learnt and remembered the knowledge taught. Students will have 
frequent tests in class, informal quizzes, question and answer sessions, online tasks and the assessment of 
written work. We formally assess Year 7 students’ learning in Curriculum Knowledge Assessments twice per 
year. 
  
We firmly believe that a partnership between parents and the school is fundamental to our students’ success. 
Three times a year we provide parents with details of progress in a tracking report. For Year 7, the first report 
will provide information on how your child has settled in and their approach to learning and homework. The 

latter reports include information on how your child performed in their Curriculum Knowledge Assessments, as 
well as their approach to learning and homework. Reporting back to parents in this way ensures that we highlight 
gaps in students’ understanding very early, enabling us to adapt our teaching accordingly.  
  



 

 

At Beacon Academy, in addition to the Tracking Report, parents have an opportunity each year to meet with 
tutors and subject teachers at parent evenings. We actively encourage parents to contact the Academy for 
further information via our Heads of Year and Assistant Heads of Year or the subject teacher by telephone, email 
or pre-arranged appointment. 
 
 

How do you ensure my child will achieve the highest outcomes? 
 
We believe that hard work, ambition and persistence are essential for students to achieve the highest 
outcomes.  From the outset, we foster these behaviours in our students.  
 
In lessons and for homework, all subject areas recommend ‘high performing’ activities that students can 
complete to extend their understanding and knowledge; these can also be found on our website.  We encourage 
all students to complete them.  In addition, we know that regular reading and a wide vocabulary underpins 
students’ success across subjects.  In Key Stage 3, students follow robust reading and vocabulary programmes 
to ensure they are able to access and express increasingly sophisticated ideas. There are also a wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities for your child to extend their learning. 
 
 

What happens if my child needs some extra support in one of their subjects? 
 
Beacon Academy is proud to be an exceptional, non-selective and inclusive school. We admit students from the 
local community regardless of their abilities and believe that all students are able to make excellent progress. 
 
Support is personalised dependent on need and is carefully planned with specific targets and regularly reviewed; 
this may take the form of support provided by our team of Learning Mentors in the classroom environment or 
through differentiation and mentoring.  Our ultimate aim for all students is to enable them to become 
independent learners with the skills to progress to life and work beyond Beacon.   
 
 

How do you make sure that my child is safe and happy on their first day? 
 
Our Year 7 students have a dedicated Year 7 area, which includes tutor rooms, lockers, toilet facilities and 
recreation areas that are made exclusively available to them as a year group.  We have a team of experienced 
Year 7 Tutors who are assigned to students in Year 7 to welcome them on their first day. Students in Years 8-11 
have a later arrival time on this day, ensuring a calm start.  
 
On their first day, your child will spend time with their Tutor and fellow tutees. This is an opportunity to ask as 
many questions as they like and to re-familiarise themselves with the layout of the school. By the end of the day, 
they will have met at least one new friend, and possibly many more. They will continue to meet with their tutor 
group each morning. 
 
For the entirety of their first year at Beacon Academy, Year 7 students are given an additional five minutes at 
the beginning of lunchtime and an additional five minutes at the beginning of break time throughout Terms 1 
and 2. During Term 1, the school day finishes at 3:05pm for Year 7 students, allowing them an additional five 
minutes to find their friends or the relevant bus stop or gate. 
  
Our students are supported by a professional, caring and highly effective team of Student Support staff, who 
are available to students before, during and after school, including break and lunchtimes. A dedicated Head of 
Year and a non-teaching Assistant Head of Year are also available throughout the day to support students and 
communicate with parents. During the first few weeks of Term 1 we hold a daily drop-in clinic for parents and 
carers from 8:15 – 8:30am to alleviate any settling in issues. 
  



 

 

At Beacon Academy we pride ourselves on our relationships with our student body ensuring that each student 
is known as an individual. Initially, Tutors are the first point of contact alongside the Head of Year and Assistant 
Head of Year, all of whom are contactable via email, telephone or pre-arranged appointment. 
 
 

Does Beacon Academy deal effectively with bullying? 
 
Yes, we do. Beacon Academy has been commended for its zero tolerance approach to bullying. Beacon Academy 
is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare, both physical and emotional, of every student both 
inside and outside of the school premises. We aim to provide a caring, positive, safe and stimulating 
environment which promotes the social, physical and moral development of that individual child and strive to 
ensure that every student in the Academy feels secure, well cared for, and able to reach their full potential. 
 
Throughout the year, we work alongside Sussex Police and specialist training providers to promote positive 
health and wellbeing and the importance of online safety and digital wellbeing for all students. A wide range of 
educational activities and events take place each year, on Safer Internet Day and during Mental Health 
Awareness Week.  Student Ambassadors and members of our Senior Student Leadership Team receive training 
from The Diana Award to become Anti-Bullying Ambassadors and to help support their peers to “Be Strong 
Online”. 
 
“Throughout the school, pupils and staff alike show each other mutual respect. As a consequence, incidents of 
bullying are rare.”  

Ofsted 
 

 
How can I keep in contact with Beacon Academy? 

 
We understand the need for close contact between home and school and know that students develop most 
when home and school work together in partnership. This is one of the benefits of our year system.  You can 
contact the non-teaching Year 7 Assistant Head of Year and/or the Head of Year 7, by email or by phone, if you 
have any worries or concerns that you need to discuss.  
 
In addition to this, your child sees their Tutor every morning and they may also be contacted by email. The 
Student Planner given to all students on their first day is a valuable form of communication as parents and carers 
can note in there any particular points they would like addressed. Planners are checked daily by the Tutor during 
tutor time.  
  
Our website is regularly updated with details of forthcoming events, latest news, homework and enrichment 
activities. News, events and achievements are also regularly communicated via our social media accounts 
accessible through the website. Parents are informed of the key events relating to their child throughout the 
year. A termly newsletter is produced and emailed to all parents and students, celebrating the range of activities 
and achievements that the students have taken part in during the term. Our student newsletter is led by our 
Student Leadership Team. 
  
Beacon Academy uses an app and website called EduLink to assist with home-school communication. All 
students are given a Beacon Academy username and password and are taught how to access their account. 
Parents also have their own login and can access their child’s account, seeing information relating to their child’s 
timetable, homework, reports, rewards, detentions, after school events and extra-curricular clubs and activities, 
medical information and consent. The extra-curricular activities are also bookable via EduLink. Parents can also 
use EduLink to message staff.  Messages sent from school will also be sent to parental email addresses. 
Information, notices and letters regarding trips and events are communicated via EduLink and parent evenings 
are also organised through this system. Using their account, students can see their timetable, messages from 
staff, homework, rewards and detentions. 
 

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/student-support.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/head-of-years.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/


 

 

Using their Beacon Academy username and password, students can also access Office 365 from devices at home 
and at school. Office 365 supports home-school communication and collaboration by providing access to a suite 
of Microsoft applications that include Outlook, Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Teams. Using the school email and 
password, students are able to download desktop versions of the Office software onto a home computer or 
tablet (up to 3 downloads per student are allowed under the school licence from Microsoft).  Using Foldr, 
students and staff can also access files saved in the Academy’s internal “Student Shared” drive. Students receive 
training in September. 
 
Notifications of emergency school closures due to adverse weather are communicated via email and/or text and 
also via our website. 

 
Do students at Beacon Academy get homework? 

 
Yes, they do. We believe that homework is an important part of a student’s education that builds upon the work 
taught in lessons and supports and develops the practice of organisation, working independently and meeting 
deadlines. It supports future progress in the subject and provides opportunities for students to use materials 
and other sources of information that are not always available in the classroom. It also encourages students to 
develop independent learning and the skills necessary for success at school, university and work. 
  
Homework is set to suit the needs of the students in the class. At Key Stage 3, homework is set weekly for English, 
Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Modern Foreign Languages; it is set fortnightly for other subjects. During 
their first month at Beacon Academy, Year 7 students only receive weekly English, Maths and Science homework 
to enable them to gradually become familiar with school practices.  At the beginning of October this increases 
as outlined above. Each piece of homework should take approximately 30 minutes to complete.  At Key Stage 4, 
weekly homework is set for all examination subjects and should take approximately 60 minutes to complete for 
each subject. 
  
As detailed above with reference to home-school communication, we use the app and online communication 
system, EduLink, to set and monitor homework. Through EduLink, staff can give clear instructions, add 
attachments or links, and set deadlines for each piece of work, making it easier for students and parents to 
manage.  Parents and carers are encouraged to check students’ homework regularly. 
 

What are the times of the school day? 
  

8:35am Start of school and movement to tutor bases 

8:40 - 9:00am Tutor time 

9:00 - 10:00am Period 1 

10.00 - 10.05am Travel time 

10:05 - 11:05am Period 2 

11:05 - 11:30am Break [from 11:00am for Year 7 in Terms 1 and 2] 

11:30am - 12:30pm Period 3 

12.30 – 12.35pm Travel Time 

12:35-1:35pm Period 4 

1:35-2:10pm Lunch [from 1:30pm for Year 7 all year] 

2:10-3:10pm Period 5 [Ends 3:05pm for Year 7 in Term 1] 

 
 
To support our Year 7 students with their transition to life at secondary school, they are given an additional five 
minutes at the beginning of lunchtime for the entire school year, and an additional five minutes at the beginning 
of break time throughout Terms 1 and 2. During Term 1, the school day finishes at 3:05pm for Year 7 
students.  However, usually they settle in quickly and by the end of Term 1 they are following the timings of the 
school day. 



 

 

What sort of extra-curricular activities are available at Beacon Academy?  
 
Education at Beacon Academy is about much more than academic achievement. Our excellent programme of 
enrichment activities and experiences is designed to complement the academic curriculum, and to provide 
opportunities for our students to extend their knowledge and understanding, to broaden their horizons, develop 
independence and to improve their skills in a range of artistic, creative and sporting activities. 
 
Students have regular opportunities to visit museums, exhibitions, theatres and universities and to take part in 
longer cultural and sporting residential trips both in the UK and overseas, including France, Germany, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, New York and The Gambia. A study support system for a range of subjects runs throughout the 
year. 
 
We run a rich timetable of extra-curricular sports and athletics, including boys’ and girls’ football, rugby, netball, 
hockey, basketball, dodgeball and benchball, tennis, cricket, fitness, trampolining, gymnastics and dance, 
holding regular competitive fixtures against other schools across the county. Our thriving Beacon Dance 
Company and Beacon Gymnastics Squad compete at regional and national events, and Beacon Curling Club has 
grown tremendously in popularity and continues to progress from strength to strength – Beacon Curling teams 
compete against other school teams in the National Championships and team members are regularly selected 
to represent England in the Junior World Curling Championships. 
 
Beacon Academy provides an exciting and diverse variety of clubs and societies across all departments. These 
include STEM Club, Debating Club, Horticultural Club, Technology Club, Dance clubs and open studio sessions, a 
vocal group and regular music rehearsal opportunities, Musical Theatre and Youth Theatre, Duolingo Club, 
French and German Film Club, Latin Club, Feminist Club and Diversity Club. Our Creative and Performing Arts 
programme offers a full calendar of performance opportunities, events and competitions, including our 
Christmas Carol Concert, annual contemporary dance competitions and Spring Dance Festival, a biennial Drama 
production, Creative Arts Day, our summer Performing Arts “festival”, BeaconFest, and choreography days at 
the University of Brighton. 
 
Some of these groups run weekly whilst others are termly. Further information and updates are communicated 
to students and parents directly via the subject department, EduLink and via our Student Bulletin, website and 
newsletter. 
 

At the present time, some extra-curricular activities have had to be suspended and/or changes made to 
adhere to the current government Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines. 

 
 

Does Beacon Academy have a uniform? 
 
Uniform is one of the outward signs by which the local community recognises and makes judgments about our 
students.  It is important for individual students and the Academy as a whole that the way our students present 
themselves is positive, professional and conveys a purposeful and well-ordered learning environment.  Smart 
uniform ensures that all students are prepared for work both in school and beyond.  It is expected that all 
students in Years 7 – 11 will wear our full uniform whilst journeying to and from school and whilst inside and 
outside of our buildings. The uniform should be neat and clean, communicating a pride in belonging to Beacon 
Academy.  
 
Beacon Academy has a fund set aside for the purchase of uniform for families with low incomes and requests for 
support are treated in strict confidence.  This is a straightforward process arranged by our Student Support team. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Does my child have the opportunity to be involved in Student Voice? 
 
Yes, they do. Our students’ opinions matter and we regularly involve them in discussions and decisions about 
Academy policy.  We believe that everyone must, in line with modern British values, be encouraged to actively 
participate in the development of the school. At regular tutor group meetings throughout the year, all students 
are encouraged to provide feedback and make suggestions about what we can do to improve and what they 
think needs to happen to keep them happy and safe, in an environment where teachers can teach and students 
can learn. 
 
Each tutor group has an elected tutor group representative who will take any ideas or questions forward to a 
termly year group meeting chaired by the Head of Year or Assistant Head of Year. Students elect two 
representatives from the year group to take their wider views forward to the Academy Council which is led by 
the Student Leadership Team. 
 
In recent years, Student Voice has contributed to a significant number of developments both inside and outside 
of school, including the introduction of the new school uniform, the resurfacing of a public pathway, an 
additional serving hatch installed in Café Beech and donations to charities nominated by the students. Imminent 
projects include developments to outside seating areas.  
 
Students are able to speak to our staff every day during tutor time, lessons and in their social time about issues 
that matter most to them. We truly value and take their comments on board. Students on the Academy Council 
represent their year group and work collaboratively with each other and members of staff, producing actions to 
follow up if necessary. The minutes or outcomes of these meetings are discussed at the highest level within our 
school, at Senior Leadership Team meetings and also with the Board of Trustees. 

The aims of the Academy Council at all levels are to: 

 enable student voice to be heard and responded to; 
 enable students to voice concerns and make suggestions about aspects of school life that affect them, 

and their learning; 
 allow for greater collaboration between year groups; 
 undertake projects that help to take forward the development of Beacon Academy. 

 
Student Leadership Opportunities 

 
Beacon Academy encourages students to develop their interpersonal and leadership skills and there are 
opportunities to do this in all year groups. Students can volunteer to represent the school as a Student 
Ambassador, Subject Mentor or Year Council Representative. Our Student Leadership Opportunities Pathway 
offers students the chance to develop confidence, resilience and independence through public speaking, 
mentoring and taking part in events, along with valuable experience in skills such as teamwork, organisation, 
time management, responsibility, problem solving and independence. 
 
Each year our PE Department nominates fifty students to train as Sports Leaders. After a comprehensive training 
programme, our Sports Leaders work alongside our North Wealden School Games Organiser and Beacon Cluster 
School Sports Coordinator to support a number of primary school sports festivals and activities throughout the 
year such as Football, Rugby, Hockey, Cross Country, Swimming Galas and Athletic Tournaments. Some events 
are during school time, and others are after school. 
 
In Year 10, students have the opportunity to make a formal application for a role on the Student Leadership 
Team. The Student Leadership roles have been designed to reflect the staff leadership structure at Beacon 
Academy and the team work together to achieve whole school goals that they have decided to focus on for the 
academic year. Working alongside the Academy Council, Year Council Representatives, Student Ambassadors 
and Subject Mentors across the Academy, they give a voice to the student body, addressing any concerns and 
sharing ideas that may arise. The Student Leadership Team also lead a Student Newsletter. 



 

 

How are students rewarded? 
 
At Beacon Academy we like to reward our students for not only their academic achievements, but for 
outstanding conduct, effort, attitude to work and any other actions that demonstrate commitment towards our 
ethos.   
  
Throughout the year, all staff have the opportunity to nominate students to be awarded with the title of Student 
of the Fortnight. We also encourage our students to recognise their peers by nominating them for the award of 
Students’ Student of the Fortnight. Nominations for these awards are provided as a result of students 
demonstrating a consistent and positive attitude to learning and development, academic success, contribution 
to the school and inspiring and believing in others. 
 
Staff can distribute Beacon Credits to students for going beyond our basic Beacon expectations. This process is 
completed via our online communications system, EduLink, where students and parents can monitor individual 
Beacon Credit accumulation. Across the academic year, we write personalised letters and make phone calls 
home to recognise student achievement. We also provide end of term and end of year rewards events.  
  
Beacon Academy trustees, staff, students, families and community contacts come together to celebrate the 
achievements of Beacon Academy students at our inspirational Honours Evening with a special guest speaker at 
the end of the summer term. This prestigious event recognises the achievements of Beacon Academy students 
in Years 7 to 10 across all subject areas and additional categories. Six students per year group are nominated by 
Heads of Department for each award, and are presented with a certificate during assembly. Of those six 
students, two are then selected to attend the final evening awards presentation with their families.  
 
 

What are the key principles of Beacon’s curriculum? 
 
We believe that all children can succeed.  Beacon Academy is committed to a knowledge-based curriculum. Our 
education is underpinned by traditional subjects and is academically rigorous.  We believe all students, whatever 
their background, have a right to a culturally rich education; we champion access to and involvement in arts and 
sport.  Our curriculum ensures students are knowledgeable about the world around them, enabling them to 
have many opportunities and lead successful, satisfying lives. 
 
This ethos continues into Key Stage 5; however, at this point we encourage students to specialise in specific 
subjects, or to follow new subjects.  To prepare them for success in higher education, apprenticeships and the 
world beyond our academy, students are given more responsibility for the direction of their own learning.  
 
 

What are the curriculum opportunities at each Key Stage? 
 
During Key Stage 3, students study Art, English, Dance, Drama, Modern Foreign Languages, History, Geography, 
Computing, Mathematics, Music, Physical Education, Personal Development, Science, Technology and 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics. 
  
At Key Stage 4, core subjects studied by all students are:  English, English Literature, Mathematics, Personal 
Development, Physical Education, Science and either History or Geography.  Students will make additional 
choices of courses to study at Key Stage 4 level from the following: Art and Design, Art Graphics, Art 
Photography, Dance, Drama, Engineering, French, German, Health and Social Care, Sociology, Psychology, Music, 
Religious Studies, Computing, and Product Design. 
 
At Key Stage 5, students are fully prepared for the greater rigour of the new A-Levels, which will include more 
‘stretching, open-ended’ questions.  Subjects offered include: Art and Design, Art Photography, Biology, 
Chemistry, Criminology, Dance, Drama, English Literature, French, Further Mathematics, Geography, Geology, 
German, Government and Politics, History, Mathematics, Music, Philosophy and Ethics, Psychology, Physics, 



 

 

Sociology, Computing and Textiles.  Vocational courses currently offered are Applied Science, Digital Media, 
Health and Social Care, Sport and Physical Activity and Uniformed Services. 
  
The Key Stage 5 curriculum is intended to provide the opportunity to specialise in specific subjects, or to follow 
new subjects, to give students more responsibility for the direction of their own learning and to prepare students 
for success in Higher Education and beyond. 
 
 

What is the process for applying for a place at Beacon Academy for my child?  
 
The arrangements for the admission of Year 6 to Beacon Academy are made by East Sussex County Council.  The 
closing date for applications to join secondary schools in Year 7 for September 2021 is 31 October 2020. After 
October, any applications made are classified as late applications and subject to availability of places.   
 
A detailed description of the arrangements is contained in the booklet, “Applying for a school” published by East 
Sussex County Council and available from early September each year.  A copy can be viewed in any East Sussex 
school or library or viewed/downloaded from http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/schools or requested from the 
School Admission Team, Education Department, PO Box 4, County  Hall, St Anne’s Crescent, Lewes, BN7 1SG. 
 
East Sussex County Council recommend that applications are completed online and provides free internet access 
at any East Sussex library. For more information on applying online please contact East Sussex School 
Admissions. 
 
If you live outside East Sussex and are interested in your child attending Beacon Academy, you must apply 
through the local authority in which you live. For example, if you live in Kent, you have to apply through Kent 
County Council school admissions. 
 
For further information about the admissions process, please visit http://beacon-academy.org/web/join-
us/admissions.php.  
 

Where do I find further information? 
 
Please visit our website www.beacon-academy.org or contact us on 01892 603000. 
 

               Follow us on Twitter @Beacon_Academy  
 
Like us on Facebook @BeaconAcademyCrowborough 
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http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places
http://beacon-academy.org/web/join-us/admissions.php
http://beacon-academy.org/web/join-us/admissions.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/

