
  
                          

 

 

 

 Hoping to study Drama and Theatre at A Level, or maybe Technical theatre?                  

Or maybe you are simply interested in taking some time to further your 

understanding of the Drama you have studied at GCSE? 

 

There are number of things you can do:  

1. Developing as a dramaturge – through general reading around / watching videos / listening to 

podcasts etc. to develop your theatrical knowledge and understanding  

2. Preparing for an A Level Course Starting to explore the topics and their foundations which will be 

studied in an A Level course. To be a great dramaturge you need to develop the ability to think 

synoptically, being able to see the greater overview and how everything begins to link together. 

Drama is not just about studying a play and playwright’s; it is also the relationships between actor, 

director and designer. At GCSE you have covered a lot of the foundations of the underpinning 

concepts; devising theatre, performing scripted texts, some of you may even have had a designer 

attached to your group (Or you have been a designer). GCSE has provided a breadth of study, 

whereas A Level will now enable you to gain greater depth by exploring topics in greater detail but 

also encouraging you to see and explore the links between Practitioners and society.  

Developing as a Dramaturge: 

The below includes, websites, books, and links to online theatre that will help you to prepare for the 

course at A level. 

Links to online theatre: 

 Digital Theatre have many recordings of plays on their website from £9.99  a month or £7.99 

per show https://www.digitaltheatre.com/consumer 

 The National Theatre website has a lot of information about the history of theatre and its 

productions, but also a number of videos from backstage and cast/design teams that you 

can watch and gain a lot from https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/    They are also doing 

Free screenings of plays every Thursday on Youtube at 7pm Starting from 2nd April 

 Globe Player TV is also streaming performances recorded at Shakespeare’s Globe for free 

https://globeplayer.tv/ 

 Drama Online Library also have several plays to watch as well as information about 

practitioners etc. https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/ 

Books and wider reading: 

Set Texts: Please purchase these two set texts for Year12  

 Accidental death of an Anarchist by Dario Fo: Methuen Drama Modern Classics. ISBN: 978-0-
413-15610-5 

 Antigone by Sophocles Translated by Don Taylor, ISBN: 978-0-413-77604-4 
  

Preparing for A Level Drama and Theatre studies? – be 

‘college ready’ or want to just develop your Drama 

further?  
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Wider reading: 

 Dario Fo: Revolutionary Theatre by Tom Behan 

 Dario Fo: People’s Court Jester by Tony Mitchell 

 Sophocles: ‘Antigone’ by A. L Brown 1987 

 Sophocles’ Political Tragedy: Antigone by W. M Calder 1971 

 http://www.apgrd.ox.ac.uk  

 http://www.kneehigh.co.uk/ 

 http://www.kneehigh.co.uk/page/kneehigh-cookbook.php 

 The complete Brecht Toolkit by Stephen Unwin 

 An Actor Prepares by Constantin Stanislavski 

 Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty by Albert Bermel 
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