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Read this article carefully 

 
Article 1 

Violent crime figures show 'small but genuine 
increase' 

 BBC 20 October 2016 

A long-term decline in violence appears to have come to an end, latest crime figures for England and 

Wales suggest. Offences recorded by police in the year to the end of June show a 24% rise in the 

number of violent crimes compared with the previous year. Much of that rise is understood to be due 

to changes in the way offences are recorded and categorised. But statisticians say there has been a 

small genuine "up-tick" in violent crime after 20 years of decline. 

Police data shows:  

There were 114 more killings than in the previous 12 months, though the number includes the 96 

cases of manslaughter resulting from the Hillsborough disaster 

Knife crime rose by 9% 

Firearms offences went up 7%, largely driven by an increase in offences involving imitation weapons 

and BB gun-type air pistols 

The police crime figures are particularly hard to interpret. 

At first sight, they appear to show substantial and worrying increases in a wide range of violent crimes. 

But strip away changes in recording practices that are thought to be responsible for the apparent 

growth in violence and what we're left with is a smaller rise, with spikes in gun and knife crime. 

This booklet contains some tasks and activities which will prepare you 

for your study of the fascinating subject of Criminology. There are 

articles to read, questions to answer, your own research to conduct 

using the internet, programmes to watch and finally, a short 

presentation to prepare on a chosen topic, ready to show in 

September. We hope you will find all of this really interesting. 

It is really important that you have this booklet completed, and your 

presentation ready, by the deadline you have been given. 

Good luck. 
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Indeed, the Crime Survey findings and the annual Cardiff University study of assault victims treated at 

A&E units, published in April, support the view that the long-term downward trend in violence is over. 

Statisticians are aware, however, that the figures can present a confusing and misleading picture so 

they are developing plans for a "crime severity score". 

This will be a way to measure the harm caused, rather than simply counting the number of offences. 

When the 96 Hillsborough deaths are excluded from statistics, data shows 584 people were killed in 

England and Wales in the year to June - a 3% rise on the previous 12 months. 

This works out as 10 people in every million, which is lower than a decade ago (14 per million). 

The latest report on crime in England and Wales by the Office for National Statistics includes offences 

recorded by the police and the results of the independent Crime Survey for England and Wales. 

Overall, there were 6.4 million incidents of crime, according to the Crime Survey. 

Police recorded 4.6 million offences in the year ending in June 2016, an annual rise of 7%. 

John Flatley, of the Office for National Statistics, said the rise was due to a number of factors, including 

the recording and categorising of crimes, more victims reporting crimes and a "small but genuine 

increase" in some violent crime. 

Police data also revealed that sexual offences recorded by the police increased 14% on the previous 

year. 

Estimates from the Crime Survey showed the proportion of adults who were victims of sexual assaults 

in the previous year had not significantly changed. 

Policing minister Brandon Lewis said police reform was working and that crime was down by a quarter 

on 2010 levels, according to the Crime Survey, meaning families and communities were safer. 

He added that the rise in police-recorded offences reflected improved recording practices and more 

victims coming forward, which he welcomed. 

Violent crime covers a range of offences from minor assaults, harassment and abuse that may not 

result in any physical harm to the victim, to incidents of wounding and murder. 
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Tasks 

1. Read the article carefully, highlighting any key facts and figures, and any sections you find 

particularly interesting. 

2. In the space below, answer this question based on the article and other research you can do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do you think crime is increasing or decreasing in the UK? Give reasons for your answer. 
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Article 2 

Mothers 'an unseen force'  
in 'honour' abuse 
BBC 27 June 2017 

 

 
Mothers are the "unseen force" behind so-called honour-based abuse, inflicting violence on their 
daughters, a study has found. 
Research by Rachael Aplin, a criminologist from Leeds Beckett University, said this was often 
unrecognised by police. 
Of the 100 "honour" crimes she studied, 49 involved mothers - but this was often not recorded in 
crime reports. 
Cases included violence to daughters, sometimes to induce an abortion. 
She said the focus on any action taken against perpetrators should be on both males and females. 
Mrs Aplin, a senior lecturer in criminology at the university, is on a career break from her role as a 
police detective sergeant. 
Rachael Aplin said police and social services needed to "reassess" 
She said: "The level of involvement of mothers in these cases was a real surprise, as was the level to 
which this wasn't acknowledged in police reporting. 
"As many victims are children, there is a risk that agencies place them back in their mothers' care, 
mistakenly believing that this will ensure their protection. 
"Law enforcement and social services need to reassess their strategies for dealing with honour-based 
abuse, taking full account of the role of mothers, to ensure children and young women are not 
returned to, or remain in, dangerous situations." 
 
'She would hit me with a rolling pin' 
"Sadir", who was born in Bradford to Afghan parents, was taken into care after being abused by her 
mother who tried to force her into marriage. 
Speaking to the BBC, she described her mother as the main perpetrator, saying she was regularly 
beaten as a child. 
From the age of nine she was told she could not play out, but had to learn how to cook in order to be 
"marriage material". 
Now 35, she said: "I would get physically battered if I didn't cook chapatis or if the chapatis weren't 
round enough. 
"My mum would get the rolling pin out and physically chastise me with it. So she'd punish me and 
then when Dad came home he'd punish me also because I didn't listen to my mum. 
"I felt numb, sore. I was in shock; I couldn't believe she would hit me with a rolling pin, but then after 
a while you got used to it and it was a normal experience getting hit. 
"You wouldn't dare tell anyone you were getting physically chastised at home, you'd just keep it to 
yourself and go to school and come back." 
At 13 years old, she came home to her own surprise engagement party after her mother had planned 
for her to marry her adult cousin in Afghanistan, whom she had never met. 
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"We never used to have guests round so I asked my mum whose party is was and she said 'it's an 
engagement party'. I said 'well, who's getting married?'. I got a bit excited and she said, 'it's your 
engagement party, I want you to go upstairs and get dressed'. 
"I was presented with a photo of a man, my mum's nephew in Afghanistan. I was supposed to marry 
this guy. I'd never met him; he was an adult and I was 13, a child. 
"From that day onwards I knew I was going to run away." 
 
'Honour' abuse is normally inflicted on women who are said to have "shamed" their community 
"Honour" abuse is usually associated with women from Muslim, Sikh or Hindu backgrounds and 
happens when they are seen to have "shamed" their community. It can also affect men, with some 
charities saying male abuse is underreported. 
 
In Mrs Aplin's research, the abuse perpetrated by mothers included hitting, kicking and slapping, 
assault with household objects, cutting off daughters' hair and deception in order to encourage a 
fleeing victim back home. 
 
Other behaviours included threatening to kill the victim or throw them downstairs, bartering to sell 
them, false imprisonment, emotional blackmail, confiscation of passports, bank cards and mobile 
phones and emotional blackmail. 
 
Mrs Alpin said: "The instinctive reaction from the public and from police officers and social workers is 
that mothers protect and nurture and love their children. But actually we need to rethink that. 
"Mothers are the key perpetrators in abuse against daughters, and this is mostly abuse pre-marriage. 
So it's not necessarily abuse against wives once they've been forced into marriage." 
 
Jasvinder Sanghera founded the charity Karma Nirvana to support victims of "honour" abuse and 
forced marriage, which currently receives about 850 calls a month.  She said: "What they need to 
acknowledge is that when they are risk assessing or investigating cases they have also got to consider 
women as suspects, so that they are investigating them, they are holding them to account. 
"They need to be recognising that the victims are not safe with these females." 
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Tasks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the article and your own research to explain what is meant by “Honour Crime” and give a 

summary of Sadir’s experiences. 
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Now you need to start your own research into crime 

Types of crime 

Crimes can be divided into categories, for example- 

 Hate crime 

 Honour crime 

 Violent crime including murder, sexual assault 

 Fraud/white collar crime 

 Theft/burglary 

 Domestic violence 

 Victimless crimes 

For each type of crime, find at least 3 websites that will give you information, and obtain notes from these to 

explain what the crime is, how prevalent it is, and at least one real life case study of this crime taking place.  Use 

this information to complete the table.  You may complete the table on a computer if you wish, and print it out. 

Type of crime Definition Statistics   Real life example 
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Documentaries about crime 

There are many programmes and documentaries that will be useful to you in your study of Criminology. There is 

also a lot of material on the internet which is NOT useful, so you have to be careful when selecting a programme 

to watch. 

Please watch each of the following programmes, and then choose the one that you found most interesting and 

say why. You should make your own notes while watching, but you do not need to hand these in. 

1. Children of crime Thompson and Venables- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2X1dSbbFyk   53 minutes 

2. Flesh and Blood- The story of The Krays  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QVQ_6ZlY58    54 mins 

3. Ruth Ellis A Life for a Life https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U22C2Lv5hEQ   57 mins 

4. Dr Harold Frederick Shipman Dr Death https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-KVuVjmjmU 48 mins 

5  BBC Panorama-Stephen Lawrence- Time for Justice   59 mins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsHwKPE0mjU  

The most interesting programme for me was__________________________________________________ 

This was because: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Prepare a presentation 

Now you have studied some cases of crime, you should choose a case 

that interests you and prepare a short presentation about this. Research 

a real life crime, and produce a Powerpoint, a poster or other method to 

explain about this in your lesson. Your presentation should be up to 3 

minutes long and include details about the case, what may have caused 

the behaviour and the outcome of the case. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2X1dSbbFyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QVQ_6ZlY58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U22C2Lv5hEQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-KVuVjmjmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsHwKPE0mjU

