
  
  

Welcome to A-Level Chemistry 

This sheet provides all the information that you need to know before you start the course, and everything 

we expect you to have with you for your first Chemistry lesson, as well as our expectations of you.  

Please read the information below carefully. 

The Course 

We are studying the specification for AQA Chemistry – the specification for this course can be found here:  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404-7405 

It’s worth looking at all of the information AQA have on their website.  It not only gives details about the 

course and past papers, it also gives information about the twelve core practicals you will undertake. You 

must bring a printed copy of the specification to your first lesson 

Requirements 

The textbook required for the course can be purchased from many shops including Amazon 

(https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Level-Chemistry-Student-level-Science-

ebook/dp/B00YN3FXTS/ref=sr_1_11?crid=WEGDX830ZVGF&dchild=1&keywords=aqa+a+level+chemistry+textbook&

qid=1585311200&sprefix=aqa+a+level+chem%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-11) 

In addition to the textbook you will need a laboratory manual.  This lab book will be completed alongside a 

notebook (which the school will provide) throughout the two-year course as the core practicals are 

undertaken.  All students must keep a suitable record of this practical work to ensure that the A-level science 

Common Practical Assessed Criteria (CPAC skills) component of the course can be awarded.  This will also 

provide an invaluable revision resource at the end of the course. The book required can be found 

here:(https://smile.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Chemistry-Book-

Science/dp/1292245298/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FLI1UMFOI9IX&dchild=1&keywords=aqa+a+level+chemistry+lab+book&

qid=1585311296&sprefix=aqa+a+level+chemistry+la%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1) 

In addition to the expected stationary, you must bring a scientific calculator to every lesson.  You may choose 

to take your notes electronically, this is fine, but you must ensure you are able to provide access to all files 

for the regular folder checks. You may also wish to purchase a lab coat, although these are not a requirement 

of the course. 

Additionally, we will be using Seneca follow this link (https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-

class/02zqkvq37m) to join our class. 
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Organisation 

You must ensure you remain organised throughout the course.  All homework will be set with reasonable 

deadlines, which must be adhered to.  The specification should be printed, kept in your file and updated 

regularly.  If you miss a lesson it is your responsibility to catch up on the missing work. 

For every topic you must complete the folder check sheet, this will be kept as the first page in the section of 

your folder for this topic.  It must be regularly updated.  In addition to your notes and homework for every 

topic, you will also be issued with a topic booklet.  This must also be kept in the corresponding area of your 

folder. 

You are required to bring all notes from a topic to every lesson up to and including the feedback lesson, 

which takes place after each topic test. 

Transition work 

The six-page document of transition work is the minimum amount of preparation work you should complete 

in order to prepare for the start of the course. 

Extension work 

If you sat the trilogy GCSE (worth two GCSEs) use Kerboodle to work through the triple level topics.  The 

textbook is a great place to start, try the practice questions.  Watching videos 

(https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/) may also help. 

Once you are confident on GCSE level knowledge try getting ahead start on the A-level.  Start at the beginning 

of the textbook and simply read through, answering any questions as you go.  A good place for help is 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCps4gUjfZsu6-b-7mwK41lg, it has lots of videos set topic by topic.  When you 

are feeling a bit confident try your new Seneca login and have a go at answering some questions. 

Do not worry if any work you look at seems difficult, we will work through it all in lessons. 
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