
 

 
 

Friday 12th June 2020 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

We are writing to you once again during a time that has been very strange. In normal times, Year 13 students would now be 

well underway with exams and while this would have brought many stresses and anxieties, it was at least what you had 

been preparing for. You were ready for this challenge and you would have done really well. 

Whilst the impact of Covid-19 has meant that you have not experienced the exam period you were expecting, the staff at 

Beacon, alongside teaching colleagues across the country, have been through an unprecedented process of delivering 

Centre Assessment Grades (CAGs) to examination boards. As of this week, Ms Robinson, as Head of Centre for Beacon 

Academy, has authenticated and validated the submission of hundreds of A Level grades to the various exam boards for 

their deliberation, effectively closing the exam window this week, in the same way that we had planned for you to do. 

The process of awarding these grades and ranking students was outlined to you by Ms Robinson at the beginning of April. 

Since then, we have spent the past two months collating and weighing evidence from a range of sources, we have reflected 

on unconscious bias and evaluated the flightpaths of every student, in every subject, to ensure that no Beacon Academy 

student was disadvantaged in this process.  

In addition, we have carefully monitored the changing landscape from the government and exam boards during the process 

of awarding centre assessment grades. We responded to the consultation process from Ofqual and you can find out more 

about the decisions on awarding qualifications here and vocational qualifications here. The robust system we have put in 

place has been discussed with our Board of Trustees and they have been carried out systematically and diligently by our 

teaching body, following both the rules and spirit of the guidance that can be found here.  

As outlined in the consultation document, the examination boards will apply statistical modelling to the centre assessment 

grades we have submitted. Like you, we will only know the final grade that has been awarded to each of our students in 

each of their subjects on the results day, which this year is Thursday 13th August. As it stands currently, we hope to be in a 

position where our students will be able to collect their results from our Sixth Form Centre on that day. We will write to you 

at the beginning of August 2020 to clarify further the procedure which will be in line with the latest government advice on 

social distancing at that time. 

As we would in any year, we will be ready to support students with their onward progression at this time. We know that you 

will have anxieties about this and that many of you have already been contacting Dr Grossman, Mr Williams and others in 

the team about this. Please do continue to do so – we know that there will be positive options for all of you, but with the 

disruption of Covid-19, the path to these options has not always been clear and we really want to help as soon as you need. 

As you know, we have plans in place for your prom in January and we are looking to contact you with more details about 

this as soon as we can. Thank you very much for your continued support of the Academy to date and upholding our mantra 

of respect, care and unity at this time. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr S Baker 

Assistant Headteacher Post-16 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886949/VTQ_consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886978/6614-3_Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf

