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WELCOME
Thank you to Miss Huxford and 
7CHU for sending in these 
brilliant bake off photos! A great 
way for students and staff to 
take part in a fun activity 
together despite being physically 
distant. We hear that there are 
similar challenges and quizzes 
happening in other tutor groups!

This week’s newsletter features 
more ideas and resources to 
keep you active and entertained, 
including Beacon MFL’s latest 
German blog, news from Beacon 
DofE, recommended reads and 
two fantastic competitions to get 
you thinking creatively.

Plus, don’t miss the first 
challenge in the Sussex School 
Winter Games starting on 
Monday! Find out how you can 
get involved and represent Team 
Beacon later in this edition.

Thank you to everyone that 
shared a photo of a lit candle for 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 

If you would like to submit an 
article to this newsletter, please 
contact c.hoper@beacon-
academy.org by Wednesday
each week.

Also in this issue…

7CHU           
Star Bakers 

enter a remote      
Bake Off!

• Young people of East Sussex vote to decide the 
lead campaign issues for 2021

• Read the latest Beacon Deutsch blog
• Recommended reads
• Submit your artworks to the Young Artists’ 

Summer Show at the Royal Academy of Arts
• Step into the NHS careers competition
• Have your say in the YoungMinds wellbeing 

survey
• Represent Team Beacon in The Winter Games!
• Beacon DofE activity ideas
• Lighting the Darkness: Holocaust Memorial Day
• Thinking of others: COVID-19 in the UK

And more!



Beacon Bakes! 7CHU Bake Off Competition

Miss Huxford and 7CHU have been participating in a bake off competition over the last few 
weeks. Have a look at some of their show-stopping bakes below!

Congratulations to Star Baker, Hayden Schiele!

Miss Huxford writes: “I have been blown away by the talent my tutor group have shown in 
their baking over the last few weeks! There was such a range of bakes submitted to the 
competition. I really wanted us to be able to still do something fun together despite the 
distance between us at the moment, and still feel part of team 7CHU together. Plus 
everyone in our tutor group knows we do love a good friendly competition! Perhaps an 
Easter themed bake off is pending...”

Harvey Holman
Gooey chocolate chip brownies and cookies Hayden Schiele

Hazelnut and pecan nut cookies, carrot 
cake fingers with a ginger butter 

cream, vanilla and orange cupcakes 
and sage and onion filo sausage rolls.

Daniel Jarvis
Three-layer sponge cake - vanilla, chocolate and 

pink marble - sandwiched together with Nutella 

and covered in white chocolate ganache, 

decorated with Reese’s mini cups and chocolate 

sprinkles. It has a hidden surprise inside!!

Fred Garrett
Giant Smartie cookie

Olivia Pay
Strawberry and vanilla cheesecake

Beatrice Bentley
Lemon drizzle loaf



Francesca Mamini
An assortment of cupcake flavours

Will Stacey
Mini egg chocolate brownies

Tommy Thompson
Chocolate layered cake

Caitlin Berry
Chocolate brownie

Noah Ducker
Chocolate brownies

Harry
Chocolate chip surprise cake

Miss Huxford
“Brookies”: brownie and cookie layers

Mrs Bodman
Coffee and walnut cake

Beacon Bakes! 7CHU Bake Off Competition



Subject rotations for Years 7, 8 and 9

From Monday 1st February, students in Years 7 – 9 will rotate to new subjects as indicated in the 
table below. This information has also been shared with students via EduLink.

Latest German blog now available

1st – 4th February: Intermediate Maths Challenge (voluntary event for students in Years 9-11)

Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th February: Year 13 Parents’ Evenings

8th – 12th February: Year 12 Assessments

Tuesday 9th February: Safer Internet Day 2021

Friday 12th February: End of Term 3

The latest blog for students of German 
from our MFL department is now 
available to view via this link and is 
packed full of fun ideas and resources to 
support your language learning.

Find out about FC Union Berlin, exercise 
at your desk by taking part in some 
Bürogymnastik and watch Frau Noble's 
video demonstration for how to make 
Kaiserschmarrn (Austrian pancakes)!

Forthcoming online events

https://spark.adobe.com/page/flPZqriqKOu8E/?w=0_638&fbclid=IwAR2Bhy9avFAnrTfW-oZ4V5XvgotFppf_-BOlppkhg_LXMel8SWMZqoJngi0


Reading is Power: Recommended Reads

World Book Day has published this list of the top 25 books to recommend to a friend as voted for 
by you. Remember that you can reserve books via our virtual Accessit Library for local delivery.

These are the books that you can’t wait to press into the hands of your friends. The books that 
everyone’s talking about and the stories that have stayed with you long after the final page. 
The tearjerkers, the stories you want to share and the books that have changed the way you 
think.

If you would like to broaden your knowledge and develop your 
understanding of the Holocaust following Mr Braidwood’s assembly, you 
could try one of the following fiction titles suggested by the Holocaust 
Learning and Exhibition Centre.

Years 7 – 11

• Annexed – Sharon Dogar
• If Not Now, When? – Primo Levi
• Maus – Art Speigelman
• Once, Then, After & Now (four-part series) – Morris Gleitzman
• Rutka’s Notebook – Rutka Laskier
• The Book Thief – Markus Zusak
• The Diary of a Young Girl – Anne Frank
• The Missing: The True Story of My Family in World War II – Michael Rosen
• Survivors of the Holocaust – Kath Shackleton & Zane Whittingham

Adult

• Kommandant’s Girl – Pam Jenoff
• Sarah’s Key – Tatiana de Rosnay
• The Reader – Bernhard Schlink
• The Zookeeper’s Wife – Diane Ackerman
• Everything is Illuminated – Jonathan Safran Foer

Holocaust Memorial Day: Suggested reading

https://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/100-stories-to-share/young-adults/
https://uk.accessit.online/bcn01/#!dashboard
https://holocaustlearning.org.uk/latest/suggested-reading/


Submit your artwork to the Young Artists’ Summer Show

Now in its third year, the Young Artists’ Summer 
Show is a free, open submission exhibition for 
students aged 5 - 19 studying in the UK and 
British schools overseas. Artworks are judged by 
artists and arts professionals with selected 
artworks displayed online and on-site at the 
Royal Academy of Arts.

Submitting artwork is completely free and is 
done online. Beacon Academy has been 
registered. If you are 12 or under, a parent or 
carer will need to enter for you. If you are 13 or 
over, you can submit artworks yourself via this 
link.

Thank you for your kind donations!

We are immensely grateful for the kind and generous 
support of our parents and carers and the wider community 
during this difficult time.

We would especially like to thank Mr and Mrs Davis for 
generously donating computer equipment this week. This 
donation will enable more of our students to access remote 
learning and support at home. 

To find out more about how you can make a contribution, 
please visit our Fundraising page or email c.hoper@beacon-
academy.org.

Their website states:

Each student can submit up to three artworks of any type, in any medium and there is no 
theme. When you enter, we’ll ask for images of your artwork plus some information about the 
piece such as title, size, and a little text about the artwork and why you made it. Your artwork 
will be seen by our panel of judges and the selected pieces will be shown in our online 
exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts.

From a galaxy of aliens to a super massive shoe, 
the artists featured in this year’s Young Artists’ 
Summer Show have made incredibly inspiring 
artworks, even during this difficult time. Our 
expert judges sifted through nearly 18,000 
submissions, a record number, to select 392 
artworks now displayed online. Made by young 
artists aged 5–19 and from across the UK and 
beyond, our online exhibition is full of humour, 
humanity, insight and innocence.

Find out more about the project here.

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/submissions/1
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/join-us/fundraising.php
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2020/galleries/7
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/about


Step into the NHS: Careers Competition for KS3 students

This competition, open to students in Years 7 – 9, 
encourages young people to think about the 
breadth of opportunities open to them in the world 
of work, and more specifically the NHS, so they are 
inspired and motivated to fulfil their potential.

There are four simple steps to follow:

• Visit stepintothenhs.nhs.uk to research the 
breadth of careers in the NHS and select one to 
explore.

East Sussex young people vote to identify key issues

The results of the UK Youth Parliament Make Your Mark 
ballot that took place in November have been announced.

The ballot is open to all young people aged 11-18 in the UK. 
Beacon Academy students took part in the online vote and  
the following areas have been identified as priorities by 
young people in East Sussex:

• Protecting the environment and tackling plastic 
pollution 

• Addressing domestic violence

More information about the local and national results of the ballot can be found on the next 
page. View the full report here.

• Produce a job description for the chosen role that demonstrates your understanding of 
what it involves. 

• Create a fun, lively and creative advertisement to tell other young people about the role. 
You could create the advertisement as a film, poster, presentation, leaflet or website. 

• Email your entry to Miss Miller or Mrs Hoper for submission online.

Students can work individually or in groups of up to four. The competition will close on 30th

April 2021.

Regional winners will each receive an Amazon voucher worth £25. Overall national winners 
will receive a £50 Amazon voucher and a prize for their class.

Watch this video to find out more about the competition.

With the recent outpouring of support for the NHS, there has never been a more important 
time to increase awareness of the many careers on offer.

The NHS is the largest employer in Europe, and the fifth largest in the world, with more than 
350 different careers available. With that many careers on offer, there’s a job to suit everyone, 
no matter what your interests and skills are. In England, approximately one in 40 people works 
for the NHS; that means someone in every class is likely to work for the NHS in the future!

https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/
https://www.byc.org.uk/uk/uk-youth-parliament/make-your-mark
mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org
https://youtu.be/2ENwM-RpvOU




YoungMinds survey: impact of coronavirus on children 
and young people 

Issues with mental health have been rising for teenagers for a while, which can be put down 
to many things, such as stress over school exams, increasing poverty rates, body standards 
enforced by culture and social media, and feeling as if you are exposed to the world because 
of the internet. In a time of a global pandemic, ever-changing lockdown and rules, this has 
unsurprisingly been getting worse. Without the ability to do some of the things you enjoy, 
see your friends and family and the conformity of "normal" life, it is easy to feel sad, lonely 
or confused.

A charity called YoungMinds are taking a survey on mental health for teenagers, and how 
various factors affect it. It is completely anonymous, and can be accessed here.

There are many things you can be doing to help your mental health. We recommend:

• Calling your friends! You could call just to catch up, organise to play a game together, 
do some homework, or even bake something.

• Going for a walk. It is great to make sure to get out of the house every day. It is great 
exercise which is good for you physical and mental health, and a change of scene is 
good to refresh.

• Listening to music. Relaxing and listening to different types of music can be a great way 
to clear your head. Personally I love choosing a new musician, album or playlist, listen 
to that for a while, and then switch it up again a few days later.

• Cook something. Cooking is something to focus on, and you get a tasty result to share 
with your family. You can find some recipes on BBC here, or some vegan recipes here.

You can also contact Miss Miller or any of the other mental health first aiders at Beacon if 
you have anything to ask or someone you'd like to talk to.

Written by Theo Hall, Deputy Head Student

Express Yourself Graffiti Art Pack

1st – 5th February 2021 is Children’s Mental Health Week.

Place2Be and Priority 1-54 have created this art pack to 
help you to get creative and explore the different ways 
you can express your thoughts, feelings and ideas.

It includes Five Ways to Wellbeing, What Makes Me, Me, 
My One Day in Lockdown diary and 10 original pieces of 
graffiti artwork.

Click here to view the art pack.

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90309174/YoungMinds-survey-impact-of-coronavirus-on-children-and-young-people
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
https://plantbasednews.org/category/veganrecipes/
mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org
http://beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/mhfa-staff-poster-for-students.pdf
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://priority154.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/5287dca07d2410c6cfa2e51af/files/d5b01da5-fb7f-4dea-9ddc-6f8ef3b84022/Express_Yourself_Jan_2021_v2.pdf


Represent Team Beacon in The Winter Games 
Join in from 1st – 26th February!  

From Monday 1st February, you can represent Team 
Beacon alongside your friends and classmates and 
compete to be Sussex champions in the Specsavers
Virtual Sussex School Winter Games!

Take on challenges in exciting sports from the Winter 
Olympics, including skiing, skating, bobsleigh and curling, 
all from the comfort of your own home (or from school if 
you are at school).

Although we hope that all of our Beacon Curlers will take 
part, you won’t need any special equipment and anyone 
can get involved – there is an “active adults” category for 
teachers and other staff, parents, carers and family 
members. 

At 9:30am every Monday in February, four new winter sports challenges will be released on 
https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/ and to anyone signed up to the mailing list. 

Once the challenge is launched on Monday, you can spend the week training and perfecting 
your skills, before uploading your best score to https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/ before 
the deadline at midday on Friday. You can join in at any time.

Your score will be added to Beacon Academy’s total, meaning that you can be part of our 
school team, and compete against all the other schools in the county. The school’s total score 
will be calculated by taking the average of participants’ scores.

Students representing the winning schools will be awarded with Specsavers Sussex School 
Games medals, as well as earning points for the overall leaderboards.

In addition to the leaderboards, schools can also win Spirit of the Games awards for getting 
the most participants involved in each sport. There are also special prizes up for grabs on 
social media each week for those who are training hard and embracing the School Games 
values. 

Watch this video to find out more about the games.

Get updates, challenges and results direct to your inbox by signing up here.

Photograph via Unsplash

https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/
https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/
https://youtu.be/IFKGn_IRBRg
http://eepurl.com/gYEFSz
https://unsplash.com/photos/fsQrMPJybTw


The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

Activity ideas of the week 



Lighting the Darkness: Holocaust Memorial Day 2021
This week Mr Braidwood led a moving whole school assembly commemorating Holocaust 
Memorial Day, an event that marks one of the darkest periods in human history. Today, we 
remember the victims of hatred and intolerance, and by daily making our MARK - demonstrating 
manners, acceptance, respect and kindness - we light the way for a better future.

This year’s memorial event, led by the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, took place online. Viewers 
were invited to light a candle and safely put it on display in a window at 8:00pm, to remember 
those that were killed needlessly and to make a stand against prejudice and hatred today. Some 
truly iconic landmarks across the country, including The London Eye, also took part by lighting up 
in purple to mark the day.

Mr Braidwood writes: “The Holocaust was a devastating event and destroyed the lives of so many 
families. Persecuted for things outside of their control, those who were Jews, homosexual, black, 
Romani Gypsy and many others were persecuted, tortured, and killed by the hatred of the Nazis. 
They lost their right to live but what they never lost were their voices, their stories and in the most 
dire of circumstances, their hope.

We are duty bound to continue to teach and learn about the stories of those who suffered at the 
hands of the Nazis and to ensure what happened to the victims of the Holocaust never happens 
again. The theme of this year's Holocaust Memorial Day was light and finding positives in the 
darkest of situations. I feel that this theme is especially pertinent in 2021 when we are going 
through a time where the physical, mental and emotional health of everyone in the UK and 
around the world is suffering. However, no matter how bad things get, there is light at the end of 
the tunnel, and we must always strive to reach for that light.”

Thank you to everyone that shared lit candle photos.

https://www.hmd.org.uk/


Thinking of others as well as ourselves:  
UK COVID-19 death rate passes 100,000

On Tuesday 26th January, it was reported that more 
than 100 000 people in the UK had died from COVID-
19 and consequently one of the countries with the 
worst death tolls. You can read more about this here.

Reading about such figures can cause many to feel 
upset, hopeless and scared. Perhaps you too feel one 
or more of these emotions. It is important, therefore, 
for us to remain hopeful, find ways to support our 
Mental Health and, most importantly, continue to 
follow the government rules and advice around social 
distancing and lockdown.

Sussex Teacher of the Year Award

Next week is Mental Health Awareness Week. Whilst it is important for us to always be 
conscious of our own and other’s mental health, next week is a great opportunity for you to 
check in on others and see how they are doing.

If you are unsure of things you could do to help yourself maintain positive mental health, 
perhaps you could try out some of the tips and advice Young Minds have published on their 
website. 

Remember, if you are worried or struggling that you can talk to any member of Beacon staff, 
our emails are always open for you to talk to us. Equally you can talk to a trusted adult at 
home.

The Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards, organised by children’s charity, School Inspirational 
Services, celebrates the hard work and achievements of educators, support staff and school 
volunteers across the county. Anyone can nominate and it is not just teachers who are 
recognised – these awards celebrate every role in schools from school administrators to 
caretakers, heads and volunteers.

All nominees receive notification of their nomination letting them know how appreciated they 
are. If you would like to nominate a member of staff or volunteer that you feel is making a 
stand-out contribution to the education and wellbeing of our students at this difficult time, 
please click here. Nominations are now open until 14 March 2021.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55757790
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
http://kmcharityteam.force.com/SchoolNomination/Nomination?campaignRef=7014G000001nGMv

