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WELCOME
This week, we are celebrating 
LGBT+ History Month by 
considering how far we have 
come as a society in terms of 
equality for all and how we can 
build on this for the future. Ms 
Richardson’s assembly helped us 
to place key events in LGBT+ 
history on a timeline up to 2021. 
You can find the link to the 
assembly in Miss Miller’s 
“Thinking of Others” article in this 
newsletter.

This edition also features the 
results of our animal-themed, 
technical Bake Off Challenge that 
took place over half-term. Well 
done to everyone that took part! 

Look out for our World Book Day 
news too. Students will have the 
opportunity to get creative and 
enter up to three competitions, 
including one to create a 20-
second video clip all about your 
favourite read, author or genre. 
We are looking forward to seeing 
your entries!

Send newsletter submissions to 
c.hoper@beacon-academy.org. 

Also in this issue…

Half-Term 
Bake Off 

Challenge

• NEW Book Club starting on Monday
• World Book Day competitions
• Bedrock news and competition
• New Beacon Deutsch blog
• Students of the Fortnight
• National Careers Week activities
• Beacon DofE news
• Team Ice Sports with The Winter Games
• Beacon Curling virtual meetings
• Health and wellbeing tips
• Looking after yourself when using screens
• Make a nomination in the Sussex Teacher of 

the Year Awards
And more!

mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org


Students take on the Beacon Bake Off Cupcake Challenge
As an optional activity for the half-term break, students 
were invited to have fun and perfect their baking skills by 
taking on the Great Beacon Bake Off Cupcake Challenge.

The challenge was to take a basic cupcake recipe and 
create inventive and imaginative designs based on an 
“animals” theme. The ingredients and a suggested 
equipment list were published in our end of term 
newsletter and the recipe was sent out to students via 
EduLink on Wednesday 17th February.  

Bakers had two hours to complete their bakes and email 
photos of their entries to our Bake Off judge and 
Assistant Head of Year 11, Mrs Layne. 

Well done to all students that took part, and 
congratulations to our winner and runner up announced 
below, who will receive a personalised Beacon Bake Off 
spoon:

Winner: Lucy Jordan (8VGO)

Runner up: Jacob Smith (7GEA)
Mrs Layne comments:

“I found it so exciting to see the photos coming through 
of all the wonderful animal cupcake creations. Well 
done to all of you who took part and I hope you enjoyed 
the challenge.”

Here are their brilliant bakes!



Next round of SSoF: email your nominations to Miss Miller or your tutor by Friday 5th March

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org?subject=SSoF


National Careers Week: 1st – 6th March 2021

If you would like to nominate a member of staff 
(teaching or non-teaching) that you feel is making a 
stand-out contribution to the education and wellbeing 
of our students, you can vote via the link below until 
14th March 2021:

https://www.kmcharityteam.co.uk/stoty

The Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards, organised by 
children’s charity, School Inspirational Services, 
celebrates the hard work and achievements of 
educators, support staff and school volunteers across 
the county. Anyone can nominate and it is not just 
teachers who are recognised – these awards celebrate 
every role in schools from school administrators to 
caretakers, heads and volunteers.

All nominees receive notification of their nomination 
letting them know how appreciated they are. 

On behalf of anyone that you do nominate: thank you!

Now, as #NCW2021 approaches, National Careers Week is a fantastic celebration of all things careers 
guidance, which aims to support young people leaving education and moving on to employment.

To celebrate the week, why not have a look through the resources below and see what inspires and 
interests you.
• Explore the BBC Careers page to learn more about different job sectors and where your favourite 

subjects could take you.
• Discover which jobs could suit you by picking your current skills, interests and personality traits with 

the LifeSkills Wheel of Strengths and uncover roles that you might not have thought of before.
• Take part in virtual work experience: learn where your skills are needed in the modern work place 

and see the inner workings of a company.
• Book a place on to a Live National Careers Talk; whether you are thinking of going to university, 

starting your own business or interested in joining the army – there is a talk for you!

Miss L Miller, Head of Personal Development

Nominations closing soon: Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards

National Careers Week promotes careers 
guidance across the UK. This year's event is 
taking place 1st – 6th March 2021.

Nick Newman came up with the idea for
National Careers Week in 2010, after a
conversation about how to help students
make effective choices about their future
career. The first NCW was born the
following year "with just a handful of
schools," he remembers.

https://www.kmcharityteam.co.uk/stoty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers
https://barclayslifeskills.com/i-want-to-choose-my-next-step/school/wheel-of-strengths/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Feb_Teachers_Act_WoS&utm_term=HS_SE
https://barclayslifeskills.com/i-want-virtual-work-experience/school/virtual-work-experience/
https://thestemhub.org.uk/index.php/news/news-article/national-careers-week-live-talks?fbclid=IwAR3frru9xu8IDgG7aqOism_tD4HVnopNUoTvpmy09shUvFTecwVeWJNUbHw


Supporting your health and wellbeing

This free online course for adults has been shared with 
us and we thought it could be of interest to some of our 
parents and carers.

The course is available at Future Learn with Public 
Health England and aims to help participants to support 
children and young people’s mental health during 
emergencies and crisis situations.

Following his recent appointment as the government’s Youth Mental 
Health Ambassador, Dr Alex George shares his five top tips for good 
mental health and wellbeing in this short video.

In a post to his 1.7 million Instagram followers, Alex wrote:

“It hasn’t sunk in yet and I’m not sure it ever will. I am truly humbled. In 
my role, I will be working closely with the Government to make mental 
health an absolute priority. Never has mental health been more 
important than now. From schools to universities, the NHS and the wider 
public, MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS. For the current as well as future 
generations, we must do everything in our power to bring meaningful 
change.”

Find out more about his role here.

Free course for parents and carers:
Psychological First Aid Supporting 
Children and Young People 

There is no charge for joining the course. Please visit the Future Learn website to find out more.

Looking after your body and mind when using screens
Beacon House have produced a brilliant series of graphics with ideas to help people of all ages look after 
their eyes, body and mind when using screens. 

You can view and download the resource here and see more on the next page.

https://youtu.be/EqcCf8DqIy8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-55917254
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-for-children-and-young-people
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/?section=welcome-to-beacon-house
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Screen-Savers-1.pdf




NEW! Book Club starts on Monday 1st March
Our 2021 Student Leadership Team are launching one of their new projects this term. The first 
meeting of their new, monthly Book Club will take place on Teams from 3:15-4:15pm on Monday 1st 
March.

Led by one of our Senior Prefects, Charlie Marklew, the Book Club is open to students in all year 
groups and will begin with the science fiction novel, Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card. Email Miss 
Miller to join the discussion!

In his article about the benefits of reading, published in our Student Newsletter, Charlie writes:

“During lockdown, poor mental health has increased for many as a result of being isolated from the 
people we care about alongside such big changes to how we live our lives. One way that could help 
pass some time and promote positive mental health is to read a book. Books are great as they have 
many benefits that help, such as reducing stress and anxiety.

MHFA (Mental Health First Aid) England have stated that reading for just 
six minutes reduces stress levels by 60%! So reading is another thing we 
can add to our toolbox to help keep our spirits up when times are hard, 
especially when the weather is awful and the thought of another wet 
walk makes you want to hide indoors.

Another benefit is the escapism that books can provide; reading a book 
allows people to escape their real world worries and be immersed in 
their book, whether it be the corridors of Hogwarts or a dystopian world 
in the future or tales from Viking England. It is nice to forget about 
everything that is going on in the world and enjoy thinking about 
something else for a bit. If you haven’t got anything new to read you 
could arrange to swap a book with a friend and do doorstep deliveries 
next time you are out for a walk and then you have the added bonus of 
reaching out to a friend and having a conversation too.”

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org?subject=Book%20Club


Celebrating World Book Day 2021

Within English lessons, students will be celebrating reading with discussions, quizzes and recommendations 
of the books we love. 

In addition, we are pleased to be promoting THREE competitions for you to take part in:

• Design a book token for National Book Tokens and win up to £350! If you choose to enter, please share 
a copy of your design with us at wbd@beacon-academy.org. 

• Design a bookmark and receive 30 printed copies. If you choose to enter, please share a copy of your 
design with us at wbd@beacon-academy.org. 

• Create a short video clip celebrating your favourite novel, author or genre to be in with a chance to win 
one of three £10 National Book Tokens! Find out how to enter below.

Of course, when we return to school you will receive your World Book Day token which entitles you to £1 
off a book, or a free exclusive World Book Day £1 book. See the range of books you can redeem for free 
here.

To enter our World Book Day video competition, all you need to do is create a 20-second video clip that 
celebrates your favourite read, author or genre and email it to wbd@beacon-academy.org. 

You can be as creative and inventive as you like with your video – you could use props or toys to create a 
mini film set or use a video editing app to create the final piece. Please follow our guidelines below:
• Film your 20-second clip in landscape format.
• If you include your name in the video, please use your first name and tutor group only (no surname).
• Please check with your parent/carer before filming. We can only publish your clip if our records state 

that we have permission. Please be aware that this footage may be shared with a large audience.
• If you choose to appear in your clip, please ensure that you film outside or against a plain/neutral 

background make sure that you are wearing appropriate clothing. If your clothing is unsuitable your clip 
may not be used.

Please email your clip to wbd@beacon-academy.org before Wednesday 31st March.

Ms K Silverton, Head of Key Stage 3 English

How to enter our World Book Day video competition

World Book Day 2021 is on Thursday 4th March, and although it won’t be exactly the 
same as in previous years, we are still determined to celebrate the power of books in 
our lives with a fun range of activities, discussion and competitions both in lessons and 
for you to participate in at home. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
https://www.wave-ed.co.uk/world-book-day?utm_medium=email&utm_source=WBD21A&utm_campaign=worldbookday
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com/
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org


Well done to Samuel Janeway in Year 9 who has won a £10 Amazon voucher in Bedrock Vocabulary’s 
termly prize draw. 

Bedrock are pleased to announce that the prize draw will be continuing for Term 4, with prizes including:

2 Chromebook laptops
50 x £10 Amazon vouchers

If you want to be in with a chance of winning one of these prizes, you need to ensure you reach 120 
Bedrock points (that’s only 12 Bedrock lessons!) between now and 1st April 2021. 

If you want to learn more about earning points on Bedrock, watch this video.

Ms K Silverton, Head of Key Stage 3 English

Bedrock Spring Competition!

Read the latest Beacon Deutsch blog

Our MFL department’s final lockdown 
blog for students of German has just 
been published.

Click here or on the image to the right 
to discover 1,200 new German words 
coined during the pandemic, learn how 
to make Currysoße for your Currywurst 
and more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHZ7rVn5s1Q&ab_channel=BedrockLearning
https://spark.adobe.com/page/I6gkn8xdNrxWq/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/I6gkn8xdNrxWq/


Do you want to know more about being LGBT+ or LGBT+ history?  

Why not request an LGBT+ themed book from our Library?

Or, some excellent websites to visit are:

• https://www.youngstonewall.org.uk/
• https://www.allsortsyouth.org.uk/
• https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/

Ms K Richardson, Teacher of English

Celebrating LGBT+ History Month

As some of you may know, LGBT+ History Month is an annual event each February which provides an 
opportunity to acknowledge how far LGBT+ rights have come in the last few decades and to think about 
the future that is being created for LGBT+ people. It also enables us to learn about and honour the 
successes of LGBT+ people who had been hidden for a long time. 

An example of an LGBT+ person to celebrate this month is Nicola 
Adams. 

Nicola was the first openly lesbian woman to win a Gold Olympic boxing 
title. She is champion flyweight boxer at Olympics, World 
Championships, Commonwealth Games and European Games. She has 
been awarded an OBE by the Queen for her services to boxing and in 
2020, she was the first person ever to dance in a same sex couple on 
Strictly Come Dancing.

At Beacon Academy, we are proud to celebrate diversity and the vast range of people 
who make up our own fantastic community. That’s why, this week, our assembly 
celebrated LGBT+ History Month. 

Rainbow photo by Steve Johnson on Unsplash

https://uk.accessit.online/bcn01/
https://www.youngstonewall.org.uk/
https://www.allsortsyouth.org.uk/
https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/
https://unsplash.com/@steve_j?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/rainbow?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Thinking of others as well as ourselves:  
LGBT+ History Month

In Beacon Academy’s LGBT+ History Month assembly this week, Ms Richardson asked the question:
why do we study history? Responses from our students ranged from ‘showing future generations
events from the past to prevent them happening again’ to ‘it makes us more grateful for what we have’
and ‘it is important to learn what happened before us and the changes that have happened’.

Each February, we celebrate LGBT+ History Month to not only mark how far society has come in terms
of acceptance and equality, but to also continue to look to the future and challenge the inequalities that
still exist today.

It was not until 1967 that it became legal for a person to identify as gay in the UK, as a result there are
so many notable figures in history that have not been given the recognition they deserve for their
contribution to society and the world around them. You can learn more about such people here.
Perhaps you may wish to use the questions below to guide your exploration of the website as you learn
more about a range of notable individuals from history.

- Who are they?

- What have they achieved?

- What did they do in their quest for an equal society?

Miss L Miller, Head of Personal Development

Monday 1st – Saturday 6th March:  
National Careers Week

Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th March: 
Year 7 Parents’ Evenings B Band

Thursday 4th March:                              
World Book Day 2021

Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th March: 
Year 12 Parents’ Evenings

Forthcoming events
Please remember to contact the school daily 
before 8:00am by 
emailing attendance@beacon-academy.org if 
you are unwell, even if you are not currently 
attending school.

This enables us to inform teachers and you 
will not receive a message regarding 
attendance.

Reporting absence

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/1ba794e3-4a2b-455c-a40d-4d2e03003d3d
http://voicesandvisibility.org.uk/
mailto:attendance@beacon-academy.org


The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

Welcome back
I hope you have all enjoyed your half term and managed to take time to relax with your families and
enjoy the great outdoors in your local area. We are so lucky to have the Ashdown Forest only a few
minutes away with its variety of open heathland and secluded woodland to explore.

As we enter Term 4, many of you will now have completed your three month DofE sections. If you have
completed your activity or are nearing completion then you will need to contact your assessor to
complete an assessor report. Please contact Mr Hoddinott if you need help with this.

DofE Drop-In Workshops
The DofE participant drop in sessions, held every Tuesday from 3:00 – 4:00pm on Teams have proved a
success. Beacon DofE staff have been able to share updates and participants have been able to seek
assistance with any queries that they might have with their Awards.

These drop in sessions are continuing this term on Teams at the same time. For more information please
visit the DofE Team on Microsoft Teams.

We will soon be entering expedition season. With six weekends of expeditions planned during the
upcoming season, staff are busy making sure that these expeditions can still run as smoothly and as safely
as they did in October for our first cohort of Award participants.

Whilst we have had to make a few changes to the initial expedition schedule, we are still looking forward
to offering our students the same experiences and opportunities as they would have had previously.

Mr R Hoddinott, Beacon Academy DofE Award Manager

Expeditions

mailto:r.hoddinott@beacon-academy.org


The Winter Games finish with Team Ice Sports

Really well done to everyone that took the time 
to represent Team Beacon in the Specsavers
Sussex School Games over the half-term break.

Last week’s Ice Rink challenges were all about 
testing your balance and agility. Forty-six 
secondary schools across Sussex took part and 
Beacon achieved 4th place on the leaderboard! 
The North Wealden Warriors partnership schools 
shone on the “Spirit of the Games” participation 
leaderboard. Beacon Academy came in at 9th

place and we are now in 10th place overall on the 
secondary schools’ leaderboard! 

For the final week, the challenges have been all 
about Team Ice Sports and included: “Ice hockey 
shoot out”, “Ice hockey switch”, “Curling sweep”
and “Curling target practice”. This week was the 
time for our Beacon Curling players to shine – we 
hope that everyone enjoyed taking part!

The results will be announced later today via www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk and in next week’s 
newsletter. Find out more about what Beacon Curling are up to this term below.

Join Beacon Curling virtual meetings this term

Despite a long season off the ice, Beacon Curling are holding virtual meetings to celebrate their love of 
curling and to enjoy some of the most recent international games online.

Every Tuesday in Term 4, our Beacon Curling coach, Mr Rees, will run a virtual Beacon Curling event via 
Teams, where current Beacon curlers and any other students interested in joining in with curling in the 
future can watch a game together.

This Tuesday, the group watched the most 
recent game from the Canadian Women’s 
National Curling Championship, 
the Scotties Tournament of Hearts. Mr 
Rees is also running a predictions 
competition alongside the tournament!

Students that would like to join the group 
and find out more about curling can email 
Mr Rees at o.rees@beacon-academy.org.

http://www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk/
http://beacon-academy.org/web/students/beacon-curling-team.php
https://www.curling.ca/2021scotties/
mailto:o.rees@beacon-academy.org
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