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WELCOME
This week we are excited to 
announce the launch of our 
Library’s new local home 
delivery and collection service. 
Students living in Crowborough
or attending lessons in school 
can now continue to reserve 
books online and have them 
delivered on Mondays or 
Wednesdays. Find out more on 
the next page!
In this edition you will find 
information and reminders 
about forthcoming events, links 
to our Year 9 Options videos 
plus lots of ideas to help keep 
you healthy and active.
This edition also features the 
first of our weekly DofE updates 
and a selection of inspirational 
quotes from Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr. following Mr Hutchison’s 
assembly on Monday.

All students are encouraged to 
contribute to this newsletter! If 
you would like to submit an 
article, please contact 
c.hoper@beacon-academy.org
by Wednesday each week.

Also in this issue…

Reserve your 
next read using 

Accessit. 
Local book 

deliveries start 
next week!

• Supporting your health and wellbeing
• Daily sports and fitness with Active Sussex
• Doing your DofE with a difference
• Year 7 Curriculum Knowledge Assessments
• Watch Year 9 Options videos 
• Year 8 Drama create Commedia dell’Arte masks
• Thank you for your donations!
• Geocaching: Join the world’s largest treasure 

hunt
• The impeachment of Donald Trump
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day

And more!



Try our new Library Home Delivery Service

Readers of Beacon Academy, we have some fantastic news! 

Students who live Crowborough or who are currently in school can reserve books online (just like 
you would in school!). Books will be delivered to you by our amazing librarian, Miss Brennan, on 
Mondays or Wednesdays.

How do you return these books? All you would need to do is email library@beacon-academy.org to 
arrange for Miss Brennan to pick up your book on a Monday or Wednesday when you are finished! 

To reserve your book, visit the Accessit library page, accessible through EduLink or via the 
following link: https://uk.accessit.online/bcn01/#!dashboard.

On our Accessit page, you will also find information about how to use the app to search our 
extensive catalogue. If you are looking for inspiration, you can find out about new titles, browse 
our recommended reading lists and read book reviews by students and staff.

Visit our website to find out more about Reading for Pleasure and our Library.

Happy reading, everyone! 

Ms K Richardson, Teacher of English

mailto:library@beacon-academy.org
https://uk.accessit.online/bcn01/%23!dashboard
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/reading-for-pleasure.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/library.php


Supporting your health and wellbeing

IASK (Information Advice and Support Kent) 
provide free, impartial and confidential 
information, advice and support about 
special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND) for children, young people up to age 
25, and their parents and carers.

If you need support, you can contact IASK 
by phone: 03000 41 3000, email: 
iask@kent.gov.uk or visit: IASK website.

Whether you need help with home learning or 
support with your overall wellbeing, remember 
that our experienced and dedicated team of 
teaching and support staff are here to support 
you.

Mrs Layne and Mrs Carne have produced this 
wellbeing leaflet to remind students, parents 
and carers of the many ways that you can 
access support and information at Beacon 
Academy.

Visit our Health and Wellbeing page for more 
useful links and resources.

Phone and video appointments with IASK

As well as the helpline and email support, IASK are offering bookable video appointments, which 
have replaced their usual drop-ins. Please visit the website for details. If you do not have the 
facility to attend a video appointment, please call or email.

The team at Active Sussex are updating their 
#ActiveAtHome web pages to provide teens and 
their families with free access to a range of 
sports and activities from local Sussex providers 
via YouTube.

From Basketball and BoxHiit to Football, Dance 
and Yoga, there's something for everyone!

Visit their website to find the weekly schedule 
and links to the classes. 

Keep Active at Home with Reboot and Active Sussex

If you are taking part or finding other ways to keep active at home, send in a photo and you could 
feature in next week’s newsletter! Email your photos to c.hoper@beacon-academy.org

mailto:iask@kent.gov.uk
http://www.iask.org.uk/
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-at-beacon-leaflet.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/health-wellbeing.php
https://www.activesussex.org/activeathome/children-and-young-people/reboot-activesussex-activity-schedule-2/
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org


Year 7 Curriculum Knowledge Assessments
On Monday 18th January, Year 7 Curriculum Knowledge Assessments begin. This year they will be 
taking place online. If you are a Year 7 student, make sure you follow your normal timetable. 
When you join the meeting, your teacher will help you to find the assessment that you are taking 
during that period.

Here is a link to a short video explaining how the assessments will take place in remote lessons. 
Please have a look at this to make sure you understand exactly what you need to do.

If you are someone who worries about assessments, remember that everyone feels nervous and 
that assessments really help you to learn. Your teachers are looking forward to seeing how much 
of the curriculum you have remembered so that they can plan your future learning.

Teachers will give feedback on how your got on in the assessments in the next few weeks. The 
results will be sent home to your parents in early February and you’ll have the chance to discuss 
them with your teachers at parents evening later that month.

In the meantime, please contact your subject teacher with any questions.

Ms Z James, Assistant Headteacher – Curriculum & Assessment

Thinking about E-Safety

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd January: Year 7 Assessment Week

Wednesday 20th & Thursday 21st January: Year 8 A Band Virtual Parent Evenings

Friday 22nd January: Year 9 Options deadline

Monday 25th – Friday 29th January: Year 11 Sixth Form Online Interviews

Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th January: Year 8 B Band Virtual Parent Evenings

It is now more important than ever to promote safer and more responsible 
use of online technology and smart devices among children and young 
people.

Visit our E-Safety page for access to a wide range of expert guidance and 
advice, including the latest copy of Digital Parenting Magazine at 
https://assets.vodafone.co.uk/cs/groups/public/documents/document/voda
fone_digital_parenting.pdf. 

Forthcoming events

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/4713432a-13ae-4913-977a-f466a8dcde6c
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/teaching-staff.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/key-documents-information/e-safety.php
https://assets.vodafone.co.uk/cs/groups/public/documents/document/vodafone_digital_parenting.pdf


Remote Learning: Notices and Reminders
Tutor Time: Now only on Mondays and Thursdays at the usual time: 8:40am – 9:00am. Students 
will attend a live assembly on Mondays and meet with their tutors via Teams on Thursdays. 
Remember that tutors are contactable via email at other times.

Handing in work via Teams: During remote lessons, teachers will clarify what students are 
required to do and what work they have to submit via “assignments”. Teachers will also clarify 
when the work is to be submitted. Watch this video for a simple guide.
IT Support: Visit our Remote Learning page for detailed information about accessing remote 
lessons via Microsoft Teams. If you need extra support, please email teamsissues@beacon-
academy.org. 

Year 9 Options 
Thank you to everyone that attended our online Year 9 Options event last week and Year 9 Parent 
Evenings this week. We are very grateful for your feedback and we are delighted to hear that you 
found the videos and other resources useful.

Please remember that the deadline for submitting your choices via the online form is Friday 22nd

January. Year 9 students can access the form at http://www.beacon-academy.org/optools/ using 
the login and password provided for this purpose.

Departmental videos are linked in the table below and are also available to view on our Year 9 
Options page along with our Year 9 Options Booklet.

If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact our Head of Year 9, Mr Cryle, or 
Assistant Headteacher, Mr Hall.

An introduction to Year 9 Options

GCSE Art & Design GCSE Geography

GCSE Art Photography GCSE German

GCSE Computer Science NCFE Health & Social Care

GCSE Dance GCSE History

GCSE Design & Technology GCSE Music

GCSE Drama Options in PE

WJEC Engineering Award GCSE Psychology

GCSE Food Preparation & 
Nutrition

GCSE Religious Studies

GCSE French GCSE Sociology

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/teaching-staff.php
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/07485c0a-85d4-4dae-b5e0-807350f13e3d
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/teaching-learning/remote-learning.php
mailto:teamsissues@beacon-academy.org
http://www.beacon-academy.org/optools/
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/teaching-learning/year-9-options.php
mailto:t.cryle@beacon-academy.org?subject=Year%209%20Options
mailto:p.hall2@beacon-academy.org?subject=Year%209%20Options
https://youtu.be/3QAsuOQ8ep4
https://youtu.be/V4A0R4UoS74
https://youtu.be/xHp8WP3wKIA
https://youtu.be/LwpxCKgYuRU
https://youtu.be/Byaq3s92Y8g
https://youtu.be/oziLgOpTUEg
https://youtu.be/BMknwUA3Y2I
https://youtu.be/CQbLy-3sMic
https://youtu.be/DiHFsscgsrE
https://youtu.be/jyl3MFN8M00
https://youtu.be/e6AW_JFqJso
https://youtu.be/80VAOY8SOac
https://youtu.be/rZhJiNj-LKM
https://youtu.be/7P0DonD3u38
https://youtu.be/QUX7iHQPFKk
https://youtu.be/oaRViFc6QSg
https://youtu.be/zujb2jN-H0w
https://youtu.be/5G6xczK0F_8
https://youtu.be/IdUx3i_pbkQ


The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

Each week, we will bring to you our DofE ‘Activity of the
week’. This will be a selection of activities that you can
take part in at home or within your local area with little to
no equipment or cost.

This week, we will also share with you a selection of
guided sectional activities. Each activity has weekly tasks
for participants to complete, along with reminders about
how to upload evidence to eDofE.

If you are unable to continue your current activity, or
stuck for ideas of what do to begin your Award, check out
the activities by clicking here.

Do your DofE with a difference 

Activity ideas of the week 

It’s January 2021 already and it has been nearly a year since the first lockdown in March 2020
stopped us from taking part in many of our usual weekly activities. Many clubs and volunteering
opportunities have still not reopened, meaning opportunities for your Physical, Skills and
Volunteering sections have been limited.

Fortunately, the pandemic will not stop you from achieving your DofE Award. Doing your ‘DofE
with a difference’ will help you to achieve your Award by offering us: flexibility and support to
deliver your expeditions this Spring / Summer, the certificate of achievement for those that are
unable to complete their expedition and temporary programme changes to help us to keep
supporting you to finish the different sections of your Award.

More information about ‘DofE with a difference’ can be found here.

https://sway.office.com/NL0kSrf3j4HXN5F7?ref=Link
https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/


Thank you for your kind donations!

We are extremely grateful to the volunteers of Masks and 
More for the NHS, Carers & Vulnerable in & around East 
Grinstead who kindly donated a supply of masks to us for 
the students currently working hard in school.

There was a super choice of colours and designs to suit all. 
Our heartfelt thanks go to all of these kind and caring 
volunteers who have given their time to something so 
thoughtful.

Mrs J Prowse, Behaviour, Safeguarding & Welfare Manager

We are immensely grateful for the kind and generous support of our parents and carers and the 
wider community during this difficult time.

We would especially like to thank Mrs Seymour-Biscoe and 
Crowborough-based food distributors and exporters, Airberg Ltd, for 
their recent donation of computer equipment which will enable more 
of our students to access remote lessons and support at home.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to former Beacon 
student and independent financial advisor at Prosperity IFA, Andrew 
Brady, who is running a laptop giveaway competition on Facebook for 
local primary and secondary school students.

Further information about the competition can be found via this link. 
Please note: competition entries must be received by 23:59 tonight.

To find out more about how you can make a contribution, please visit our Fundraising page or email 
c.hoper@beacon-academy.org.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/178287256568320
https://www.airberg.co.uk/
https://prosperityifa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/andrewbradyifa/posts/2113417368789772
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/join-us/fundraising.php
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org


A message from Crowborough Foodbank
A big thank you to everyone that supported our Christmas Jumper Day charity collection, 
from the team at Crowborough Foodbank!

During remote Drama lessons, Year 8 have been tasked with creating 
characters for Commedia dell’Arte, an Italian style of comic theatre.

Each of the characters wear their own individual mask, to symbolise
their personality and comical traits. As an extension task, some 
students built their masks afterward.

Georgina Nickolls created the character, Gatto Mascherato, the 
Masked Cat. Georgina used cardboard and shading to create her cat 
skull mask.

Harry Russell created La Signoria Tranquille, the Quiet Lady. Harry used 
polymer clay, incorporating styles for Italy’s Commedia and Spain’s Day 
of the Dead celebrations.

Miss A Wallace, Teacher of Drama

Year 8 Drama create Commedia dell’Arte masks

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/latest-news/post.php?s=2021-01-11-beacon-academy-raises-more-than-gbp-1400-for-local-charities-supporting-people-in-crisis


Menu and price list at Café Beech

A parent recommends: Geocaching
Thank you to this parent for their great suggestion! 

Geocaching: Join the world’s largest treasure hunt.

It’s free. Local sights have very small ‘treasure’ hidden in 
trees and bushes etc.

Ideal for families with primary school kids too. 

My 9 year old and I love it ! We go exploring and walk 
miles to get to a new ‘find’.

It does require 3G if you want directions whilst out and 
about, for directions. To find out more, visit 
https://www.geocaching.com/play

Enjoy!

Beacon Swimming and Lifesaving Club Crowdfunder

Some of our students attending lessons in school have 
requested the price list for items currently available to 
purchase at Café Beech.

The meal tariff for this academic year can be found on 
our website here.

Beacon Swimming Club is a non-profit community-based 
swimming club, covering the area of East Sussex and Kent 
(Including Heathfield, Mayfield, Uckfield, Crowborough, Tunbridge
Wells and Crawley). The community led club is predominantly 
volunteer run and has had a rich and successful history dating 
back to 1976.

Many of the club's talented members are current or former 
Beacon Academy students, some of whom competed and won 
medals in the recent Commonwealth Lifesaving Championships.

The club is currently running a Crowdfunder campaign to raise 
funds for their hardship fund and land training for more of their 
members online and in person.

To find out more or to make a contribution, please visit 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/help-beacon-swimming-club.

https://www.geocaching.com/play
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/east-sussex-a4-tariff-v2-2020-21.pdf
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/help-beacon-swimming-club


Thinking of others as well as ourselves: 
The impeachment of Donald Trump

Following the Capitol riots in Washington last week, the Democrat party have introduced an
article of impeachment against US President Donald Trump for his role in the invasion.

Impeachment is a charge of misconduct made against the holder of a public office, essentially
it means that the President would be put on trial. An impeachment is a rare event – Donald
Trump was the third US president to face these charges last year. Following the decision made
to impeach the President again this week, Trump has become the first US president to be
charged twice.

If an impeachment bill passes, the President will be removed from office and would lose their
post presidency benefits. Joe Biden will become president on 20th January. Whilst this will
mean Donald Trump is not removed from office, he will no longer be able to run in future
elections should the bill be passed.

You can read more about this here.

You can use the questions below to discuss these recent events at home:

1. How were the riots at the Capitol handled differently to the Black Lives Matter protests?
How does this make you feel?

2. Do you think Trump should be impeached? Why? Why not?

3. Do you think this is a fair political system?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-55555074
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-55622326


Remembering Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

This week’s assembly, led by Head of Year 11, Mr Hutchison, focused on the legacy of the 
American civil rights leader, Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, King advocated a non-violent approach to protest 
and demonstration, helping to end segregation and encouraging black Americans to 
campaign for equality. His words remind us of the importance of conducting ourselves with 
manners, acceptance, respect and kindness and continue to resonate and inspire today. Some 
of his most quoted speeches are quoted below.

Mr Hutchison comments: 

“It was a real honour to have been given the subject of MLK Day for an assembly theme.

I considered it a challenge and a major responsibility to communicate to our community 
King's achievements under considerable adversity and opposition as well as get across the 
immensity of being the only person in history to have a national holiday named after them in 
the USA. This is a huge honour, considering King operated in controversial and divisive aspects 
of American politics.

I hope I did Martin Luther King's legacy justice and caused our students to think about what 
they can achieve without hatred and fear opposing them.”

Martin Luther King Jr. Day will take place on Monday 18th January 2021

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”

“The time is always right to do what is right.”

"If you can't fly then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't walk then crawl, but whatever 
you do you have to keep moving forward.”

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only 
love can do that.”


