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WELCOME
It has been wonderful to welcome 

our students in Years 10 – 13 back 

to school this week and we are 

very much looking forward to 

returning to face-to-face learning 

with our students in Years 7, 8 and 

9 from Monday.

To our students that are preparing 

for their first day back on Monday: 

it is normal to have different 

feelings about returning to school. 

You might be feeling anxious or 

excited, or both. However you are 

feeling, remember that there are 

lots of people that you can talk to 

here at Beacon and different ways 

to get support as detailed on our 

Health and Wellbeing page. In this 

issue, you will also find messages 

of support from UK mental health 

charity, YoungMinds.

Remember to focus on the 

positives and give yourself time to 

adjust - this last period of 

lockdown has been tough, but you 

have shown great resilience and 

strength and achieved a great deal. 

By continuing to work together as 

Team Beacon, we can look forward 

to a brighter future.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/health-wellbeing.php


Thank you for your wonderful         
World Book Day designs and videos

Create a 20-second clip celebrating your favourite read

The diverse range of titles and genres chosen by you, along with your inventive use of multimedia 
materials really does reflect the World Book Day message that Reading is Power. 

Take a look at video clips from Megan, Eshan, Jack and Beth by tapping the images below and see the 
bookmark and National Book Token designs on the next page!

Although we were not able to celebrate together at school on World Book Day this 
year, we are thoroughly enjoying seeing your fantastic videos and brilliant bookmark 
and National Book Token designs. 

You can be as creative and inventive as you like with your video – you could use props or toys to 
create a mini film set or use a video editing app to create the final piece. Please follow our guidelines 
below:

• Film your 20-second clip in landscape format.

• If you include your name in the video, please use your first name and tutor group only (no 
surname).

• Please check with your parent/carer before filming. We can only publish your clip if our records 
state that we have permission. Please be aware that this footage may be shared with a large 
audience.

• If you choose to appear in your clip, please ensure that you film outside or against a plain/neutral 
background make sure that you are wearing appropriate clothing. If your clothing is unsuitable 
your clip may not be used.

• Email wbd@beacon-academy.org for information about where to submit your clip via Teams 
before Wednesday 31st March.

There is still time to enter the National Book Token competition and be in with a chance of winning 
hundreds of pounds of books for yourself and for our Library. To enter, visit the World Book Day 
website to download the template and follow the guidelines before posting or emailing your entry to 
World Book Day. If you do enter, please remember to share a photo of your design with us at 
wbd@beacon-academy.org. Please note, this competition is open to students aged 16 and under.

If you would like to enter our video competition and have a chance to win one of three £10 National 
Book Tokens, all you need to do is create a 20-second video clip that celebrates your favourite book, 
author or genre and share it with us before the end of March. 

https://youtu.be/rILuiT7BhtA
https://youtu.be/JxH7sennBNU
https://youtu.be/lyT047rxQCE
https://youtu.be/rxVc5H7CZDI
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NBT-comp-2021.pdf
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org


Brilliant bookmark and National Book Token designs

Emilia Bird 8LVA

Jacob Smith 7GEA

Alex Janeway 7KBA
Lilly Roveschi 9DWH

Seren Twort 8AAK







Young Carers’ Action Day 2021: Tuesday 16th March
Young Carers Action Day (YCAD) is an annual event, organised by Carers’ Trust. The event has 
taken place over the last six years to raise awareness of young carers and the incredible 
contribution they make to their families and local communities.

A young carer is someone under 18 who helps look after someone in their family, or a friend, who 
is ill, disabled, has a mental health condition or misuses drugs or alcohol.

Until now, YCAD stood for Young Carers’ Awareness Day. However, many Young Carers expressed 
that rather than focusing solely on raising awareness of Young Carers, they would like the day to 
be about enacting positive change. With this in mind, the focus of Young Carers’ Action Day 
2021 is to highlight how attractive Young Carers are to potential employers, due to the amazing 
skills that their caring role often enables them to develop so early on in life. The theme for Young 
Carers’ Action Day 2021 on Tuesday 16th March is Protect Young Carers’ Futures.

Beacon Academy is proud to support this event and help young and young adult carers to achieve 
their aspirations. This year, Imago Community are working with Carers’ Trust to celebrate young 
carers across Kent, Medway, East Sussex and London by encouraging them to tell people about 
the skills they have gained through their experiences. For example, this could include resilience, 
problem solving, patience, understanding, listening, empathy and communication skills.

Beacon Academy students are invited to take part by completing a Young Carer’s Skills Card linked 
below and emailing their photos to c.hoper@beacon-academy.org before Friday 19th March.

Students may choose to take a selfie with their completed Young Carer’s Skills Card or simply take 
a photo of the card. We will share your selfies or photos to our Facebook and Twitter pages, using 
#YoungCarersActionDay.

Click here to find the Young Carers’ Skills Card

Additionally, Carers’ Trust have created a Young Carer’s Skills Journal to help young carers to track 
their skills and document everything that they are achieving alongside their education. This is a 
tool you can use to help in the future, for example when you are applying for courses, 
volunteering or jobs.

Finally, there is currently a petition organised by the Young Carers’ National Voice which is calling 
for all schools to have a Designated Young Carers’ Lead. This petition can be viewed and 
signed here.

Click here to find out more about how you can support young carers.

https://carers.org/
https://carers.org/young-carers-action-day-2021/young-carers-action-day-2021
https://www.imago.community/
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org
https://carers.org/downloads/what-we-do-section/ycad/skill-card.pdf
https://carers.org/downloads/what-we-do-section/ycad/skills-journal.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/gavin-williamson-mp-secretary-of-state-for-education-make-it-law-for-schools-to-support-young-carers?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_27549196_en-GB%3A6&recruiter=943306747&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://carers.org/support-us/can-you-help-support-young-carers


What university? What career?
Live Virtual Event next week

Watch online performances of Romeo and Juliet

Students thinking about their choices after leaving school 
will have the opportunity to chat with some of the UK's 
top universities and employers at the What Next? Live 
Virtual Event on Friday 19th and Saturday 20th March.

Students, parents and carers will be able to chat to 
leading universities and top employers, watch a packed 
programme of free talks and get expert careers advice.

Tap on the image on the right to take a look at the event 
guide and start planning your visit.

Find out more at WhatCareerLive.co.uk.

Two very different recorded live 
productions of Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet are now available to view online.

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre are 
streaming a 90-minute recording of their 
2019 production via YouTube until 31st

March.

A 1-hour adaptation by Box Clever 
Theatre Company uses a mix of modern 
language and the original script and is now 
also available to view via YouTube.

In celebration of International Women’s Day on Monday 8th

March, we are highlighting This Girl Can, a brilliant national 
campaign from Sport England  promoting opportunities for 
girls and women in sport and inspiring individuals of all 
interests and abilities to be more physically active.

Visit the Active Sussex website to find out more about the 
This Girl Can Sussex Champions and why they are passionate 
about getting girls and women active.

Visit the Sussex Cricket website to hear from Sussex Cricket 
Women and Girls Development Officer and This Girl Can 
Sussex Champion, Charlotte Butler, about opportunities to 
get involved with Sussex’s busiest summer of women’s and 
girls’ cricket.

International Women’s Day: This Girl Can

https://bit.ly/30vV0sA
https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/wFBWXRqa7Gs
https://youtu.be/EiYC_6YXnnM
https://www.activesussex.org/get-active/girl-can/this-girl-can-sussex-champions/
https://sussexcricket.co.uk/news/get-involved-sussexs-busiest-summer-womens-girls-cricket-ever


Thinking of others as well as ourselves:  
International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day is celebrated on 
the 8th March every year. Often, when 
celebrating this day I am asked ‘Why do we not 
have an International Men’s Day?’ The short 
answer to this is: there is one and it is marked 
in November. However, the profile of 
International Women’s Day seems to be far 
higher and the reason for this is due to there 
still being a need for gender equality. 

So, in this week of International Women’s Day I want you to think about how you can continue to boost
the women in your life and support gender equality. Perhaps you could try the following:

- Challenge sexist jokes and comments.

- Tell a female friend/ relative how proud you are of them and why.

- Challenge gender stereotypes.

- Continue to educate yourself.

Miss L Miller, Head of Personal Development

*Source: World Economic Forum

This year’s theme for International Women’s Day is #choosetochallenge. A challenged world is an alert 
world and from challenge comes change. So let’s all choose to challenge. You can find out more about 
how International Women’s Day has been celebrated here. 

I think this year’s theme is particularly relevant this week given the recent events surrounding Sarah 
Everard and Megan Markle.

Sarah Everard, a 33 year old woman from Clapham, went missing on 3rd

March. Despite doing all to keep herself safe: wearing bright clothing, letting 
her boyfriend know she was on her way home and sticking to well-lit areas 
filled with CCTV, it is believed that Sarah Everard still came to harm. 
Everard’s story is not an isolated one, in fact six women every hour are killed 
by men around the world*, most by men in their own family or their 
partners. This is not to say that all men cause harm to women, but what it 
highlights is that more needs to be done for gender equality and ensuring 
that people are treating with respect. 

On the topic of respect, many of you may have watched Megan Markle’s 
interview on Monday. Regardless of what your personal views and 
opinions on this may be, it must be recognised how, when crying out for 
help because she was suffering with her mental health, Markle has been 
accused of being a liar and attention seeker. We must think carefully 
about our actions and how these are perceived by the people around us; 
we must be kind to each other for we do not know how our words and 
actions will impact those around us.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/11/violence-against-women-femicide-census/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


Dream Bigger: inspiring young entrepreneurs

Dream Bigger is a fully funded programme focused on developing transferrable entrepreneurial skills in 
16-18 year olds. 

The programme is primarily aimed at girls and young women but is inclusive of all young people aged 16+. 
Founded by NatWest, Dream Bigger aims to drive confidence in preparation for the future world of work 
and impact the percentage of young women and men who intend to start a business.

Digital Events are delivered online by a Dream Bigger Delivery Manager. Students receive secure access 
details to an online platform and a workbook 48 hours prior to the event.

The three virtual workshops held each week cover the fundamentals of what it means to be an 
entrepreneur, including a focus on developing an entrepreneurial mindset, and defining entrepreneurial 
purpose. All students can take part to learn more about the future skills of work with the digital sessions 
and content is designed to support a range of abilities and learning styles.

“Dream Bigger aims to bridge a gap between education and industry by helping young people to 
understand what entrepreneurship really is. The programme helps young people to develop key 

entrepreneurial traits and behaviours such as resilience, creativity, innovation and leadership. We also 
cover essential skills such as pitching; we want them to be prepared for the time when they will need 
to ask someone to invest in them. What we are looking for in these young people is a shift in mindset 
to display those entrepreneurial traits and behaviours, and, ultimately, to ignite in them a desire to 

come up with a business idea.” Leonie Quinn, Head of Entrepreneurship Education at NatWest

By engaging with Dream Bigger, students will:

• Broaden career horizons and develop awareness of entrepreneurship as a possible future career.

• Develop future skills and capabilities in young women, leading to increased confidence and resilience.

• Bridge the gap between education and the workplace, preparing young women for the future world of 
work.

• Develop awareness, understanding and self-reflection of themselves and others.

Visit the NatWest website to book your digital sessions now.

Why Dream Bigger?

https://www.business.natwest.com/business/business-services/women-in-business/dream-bigger.html
https://www.business.natwest.com/business/business-services/women-in-business/dream-bigger.html


The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

DofE Bronze Award Certificates

Click on the images below to access resources from each section.

We are delighted to announce that the certificates and 
badges have arrived for those students enrolled on the 
DofE who have achieved their Bronze Award this year.

We will be handing these out during tutor time next 
week. All students who have achieved their Award will 
have received an email from Mr Hoddinott.

Congratulations on achieving your Awards! 

https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs
https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs-participants


Encouragement for Beacon Curling 
from Canadian Men’s Champions

Last chance to nominate your Lockdown Hero 
in The Pearson National Teaching Awards

Nominations close tonight so if you would like to make a nomination, visit www.teachingawards.com
today!

What makes a lockdown hero? Visit BBC Bitesize for inspiration. Watch the following clip from The One 
Show for a reminder of the categories.

After the excitement of watching the Canadian 
Women’s National Curling Championship, the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts, our Beacon 
Curling Club are back with a new predictions 
competition for the current Canadian Men’s 
National Curling Championship, Tim Horton’s 
Brier.

The group were thrilled to receive 
encouragement via Twitter from the defending 
champions, Team Gushue! Captain Brad Gushue
won Gold at the 2006 Turin Olympics, Gold at the 
2017 World Championship and is 3-time 
Canadian Men’s Champion in 2017, 2018 and 
2020. 

Students, parents, teachers and schools across the 
UK are all invited to nominate teachers and support 
staff who have gone above and beyond to support 
students and the wider community during lockdown 
in the The Pearson National Teaching Awards.

Even if they don't win, everyone who is nominated 
will receive a 'thank you' e-card which will show 
them how much they are appreciated and is sure to 
brighten up their day!

A panel of independent judges will read all the 
entries and The One Show’s Alex Jones has been 
invited to join the panel to help decide the final 
Lockdown Hero, who will be announced on the 
show later in the year.

Students that would like to join the group and find 
out more about curling can email Mr Rees at 
o.rees@beacon-academy.org and follow 
@BeaconCurling on Twitter to watch their progress 
and hear all the latest curling news.

http://www.teachingawards.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z77q8hv
https://twitter.com/BBCTheOneShow/status/1370051550345891848
https://www.curling.ca/2021brier/teams/
https://www.facebook.com/TheTeachingAwards/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDRYHEfHQZY-F2Mas5toKI6ArH8OjtoJqUeO__LFNu_1sl5pzIpdmLLRVpgD2lFvJ8r0DEvlZfLo_fA&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBmEhIMyCy93ogxKwT125onws-TGyrYjfQO-OFHUaTQ3aTaRNPkLeSK3ZQ6lDrfg9j4i6Xny-Pa5milHgSYjP-pr52-a-VIadr6Bbl7H_uRt-s8QfJyC93WvqoYNZpmHFaf3_aSUceJlGUgbxeHM6kuMEICRdcOTd9op6VdiDbj0cTbO_WG8qR3cna__au_FB1lXOqWW8ihRil_U7z5ssGfQNB7Z_GgE9Ekj6xuF1gHCtPDpwns3fQzhszBd1ueE0uC4E9y4f7_hIj43wptL2i47o4309S2F_9wpgbUYdfXx7LE-fKYmxEn1Aw5YcNJ-wa97Fo0vkLuVRTghdQu82I9pn01G2EqGJbuOzSeiDK6a_mgmWwAtGsZErwHqqqW3ikP4NXqneni_lBuBZqWAoRGzAyyzs4mq53zLg
mailto:o.rees@beacon-academy.org
https://twitter.com/BeaconCurling


UK mental health charity, YoungMinds, 

have produced a series of billboards with 

messages of support for young people as 

they return to school. A representative of 

the charity says, “We want it to be clear 

that whatever you feel right now is valid, 

and by doing so, hopefully make it easier 

for young people to talk to someone they 

trust about how they are feeling.”

As we continue to make the transition 

from remote learning and adjust to being 

back in our school buildings, it is 

important to remember that everyone in 

our school community will have been 

affected by the pandemic and this latest 

period of lockdown in different ways. By 

demonstrating manners, acceptance, 

respect and kindness, we can continue to 

support one another.

YoungMinds support young people returning to school 

• YoungMinds: coronavirus and mental health

• The Mix: Back to school guide

• Barnardos: Back to school hub

Useful links:

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/#i-am-anxious-about-returning-to-school
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/student-life/the-mixs-back-to-school-guide-37553.html
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/support-hub/back-to-school


Reminders for the return to school

Make sure that you have your 
compulsory items ready to bring in 
along with your usual equipment to be 
ready to learn:

• Your own face mask, appropriate 
for the school environment and 
worn safely and responsibly 

• Travel sized hand sanitizer

• Pack of tissues 

• Filled water bottle

Here are a few reminders to help you to prepare for the return to school. 

Remember that as a school, we will need to continue to work collectively to do everything we can to 
reduce the risk of transmission of the virus.

Please keep following our school protocols and be mindful of others, both inside and outside of school.

Please note that face masks are now to be worn in 
classrooms as well as in communal areas.

Childline’s tips for going back to school:

1. Talk to a teacher, parent or carer about any worries 
you might have.

2. Ask questions about anything you are not sure 
about.

3. Talk about what has happened during lockdown. 
Whatever has happened, talking about it can help.

4. Prepare yourself before going back. Check your 
equipment and uniform and start setting an alarm 
and going to bed earlier.

5. Use a mood journal to write about how you feel.

6. Follow instructions about social distancing.

7. Take your time and make time every day to do 
something that you enjoy.

Childline have created this web page specifically for 
students returning to school. This covers a range of tips 
for the return, how to manage school work and exam 
stress and how to boost confidence. 

Supporting your health and wellbeing

Remember that our experienced and dedicated team of 
teaching and support staff are here to support you.

Mrs Layne and Mrs Carne have produced this wellbeing 
leaflet to remind students, parents and carers of the many 
ways that you can access support and information at Beacon.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/school/
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-at-beacon-leaflet.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-at-beacon-leaflet.pdf


Period
Room 

to replace
Class Staff Assigned Room

Monday 15th March

1Mon 1 Ha1 7A/Dr LMR Hu6

1Mon 1 Ha2 7A/Da (CO2 Pe1

1Mon 3 Ha1 10C/Dr LMR IT1

1Mon 4 Ha1 7B/Dr LMR IT1

1Mon 4 Ha2 7B/Da BOW MFL3

Tuesday 16th March

1Tue 4 Te2 11B/Pk1 BOW Set of Ipads booked

Wednesday 17th March

1Wed 3 MFL1 8A/Fr1 JTU Hu5

1Wed 3 Hu8 7B/Gg2b BSK Hu6

1Wed 4 Hu8 8A/Gg4 BSK Hu6

1Wed 4 MFL2 9B/Gm3 SGR MFL6

1Wed 5 MFL1 8B/Gm1 SNO Hu5

Friday 19th March

1Fri 1 Dr3 8B/Dr AWA Hu7

1Fri 1 Ha1 8B/Da BOW Hu8

1Fri 1 IT4 10B/Sc4 COB IT1

1Fri 1 MFL1 7A/Fr2a JTU MFL2

1Fri 5 Ha2 9A/Da OCU Hu4

1Fri 5 Ha1 9A/Dr CTH MFL6

Re-rooming for next week


