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WELCOME
To help Team Beacon to feel 
connected and to keep spirits 
high during lockdown, our 
weekly student newsletter is 
back!

This newsletter will feature a 
round up of our latest news, 
along with departmental 
reminders, examples of student 
work and ideas and resources to 
help our students and their 
families to support their own 
health and wellbeing.
It will be uploaded to our 
website each week and shared 
with all students, parents, carers 
and staff every Friday afternoon. 
It will also be promoted via our 
social media pages.
All students are encouraged to 
contribute! Whether you would 
like to submit an article, artwork 
or recipe, share your book or 
film recommendations, ideas for 
fun activities and games or even 
a portrait of your pet, please 
contact c.hoper@beacon-
academy.org by Wednesday
each week.

Click on the image below to 
browse some of our past issues!

Also in this issue…

Christmas 
Jumper Day 

collection raises 
more than 

£1,400 for local 
charities

• Congratulations to our new Student 
Leadership Team

• Year 9 Options videos published online
• East Sussex Careers Hub resources

And more!

http://beacon-academy.org/web/news-events/newsletters.php


Christmas Jumper Day raises more than £1,400 for local charities 

A huge thank you to everyone that made a donation to our 
Christmas Jumper Day collection in support of Crowborough
Foodbank and Crowborough Hygiene Bank. 

The two charities work in partnership to distribute 
emergency food supplies and essential toiletries, hygiene, 
beauty and grooming products to local families and 
individuals living in crisis. Crowborough Hygiene Bank 
distributes items to a network of community organisations
and services, including Baby2Baby & Beyond who support 
families with babies and children up to the age of 11 years 
old.

Their volunteers worked tirelessly in the build up to 
Christmas to deliver food and hygiene essentials and also a 
few festive treats to local families. Thanks to your generous 
donations, their amazing work can continue into 2021.

The collection is now closed and we can confirm that an amazing £1,435 has been donated via 
ParentPay! 

Gillian at Crowborough Hygiene Bank says:

“What a joy to read your email this morning. I am absolutely bowled over by the generosity of 
your pupils and parents in supporting the Hygiene Bank. The monetary donation will help 
enormously to help fund our work in fighting hygiene poverty, especially now in these difficult 
times when more people are needing our support. Thank you so very much for thinking of us, 
your kindness is very much appreciated”

Crowborough Foodbank is 
currently accepting donations of 
food items at the following 
locations:

• United Church, Croft Road, 
10:00 - 11:00am, Monday and 
Thursday

• Morrison’s Pine Grove, 8:00 -
10:00am in store

• Tesco, Sybron Way, 6:00am -
11:59pm in store

• Waitrose, Croft Road, 7:30am -
9:00pm in store

To find out more about how to 
support these charities, visit:

• Crowborough Foodbank

• The Hygiene Bank

• Baby2Baby

https://crowborough.foodbank.org.uk/
https://thehygienebank.com/
https://www.baby2baby.co.uk/


Year 9 explore their options online

Click here to view this useful resource! 

Choosing courses in Year 9 is the first step in an 
exciting journey and a great opportunity for 
students to think carefully about their future 
aspirations.

At our Year 9 Options Evening, we provide our 
students and their families with information and 
advice that support them to make informed 
decisions.

This year, our event was adapted to allow 
students to explore their options online. 
Introductory videos from each of our non-core 
subject departments were published on our 
YouTube and Year 9 Options page on Thursday 
7th January. 

Click on the following link to watch our Year 9 Options playlist or visit our Year 9 Options
page to access all the videos along with our Year 9 Options Booklet.

https://www.careerseastsussex.co.uk/media/1540/jan-2021-family-learning-careers-resources.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKz1M-NRuqw6yVX5bNW42pRBPa6uZ8cas
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/teaching-learning/year-9-options.php


Congratulations to our new Student Leadership Team

We are delighted to announce the recent appointment of our 2021 Student Leadership Team.

Year 10 students were invited to make a formal application for the role of prefect with a series 
of written responses to questions. Those who were successful were invited to apply for senior 
roles of Senior Prefect, Deputy Head Student and Head Student with a written letter of 
application, followed by an interview with Head of Year, Ms Furlong; Head of Personal 
Development, Miss Miller; Senior Deputy Headteacher, Mr Slattery and Headteacher, Ms
Robinson. At the interview, candidates were asked to give a four-minute presentation about a 
project they would like to deliver whilst in role. Students pitched a range of ideas, ranging 
from teaching British Sign Language, to becoming more environmentally sustainable and 
developing our curriculum to include education on mortgages and adult finances.

All of the students will have the opportunity to develop confidence, resilience and 
independence through public speaking, mentoring and taking part in events. The team will 
also liaise with key members of teaching and support staff at the Academy, whilst also 
continuing to produce our much loved Student Newsletter.

Congratulations to our 2021 Student Leadership Team, we very much look forward to seeing 
all that you achieve in the coming year.

Miss Miller, Head of Personal Development

· Freya Beard, Prefect

· Frankie Bell, Prefect

· Ruby Cunningham, Prefect

· Ameline Harper, Prefect

· Heidi Hazelden, Prefect

· Katie Hook, Prefect

· Kirsten Howarth, Prefect

· Amber Knowles, Prefect

· Amy Leahy, Prefect

· Chael Marshall, Prefect

· Joshua Rixon, Prefect

· Isobel Ryder, Prefect

· Jude Sivers, Prefect

· Luke Walters, Prefect

· Ross Waters, Prefect 

To find out more about each role, please 
visit our Student Voice and Leadership web 
page.

· Lorella Booker, Head Student

· William Fawcus, Head Student

· Theo Hall, Deputy Head Student

· Sam Hoad, Deputy Head Student

· Sophie Holcombe, Deputy Head Student

· Alfie Buckingham, Senior Prefect

· Charlie Marklew, Senior Prefect

· Robert Mechem, Senior Prefect

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/student-voice-leadership.php


Next round of SSoF: email your nominations to Miss Miller by Friday 15th January



Action for Happiness: Happier January

PE with Joe is back!

From Monday 11th January, PE with Joe will return for 
three live sessions per week, at 9:00am on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

The sessions will last 20 minutes and will be 
broadcast via The Body Coach TV on YouTube.

If you are taking part or finding other ways to keep 
active at home, send in a photo and you could feature 
in next week’s newsletter! 

Email your photos to c.hoper@beacon-academy.org

Please note, we can only publish your photo if our 
records state that we have permission from your 
parent/carer.

Action for Happiness is a movement of people committed to building a happier and more caring 
society. Visit their Happier January pages to find daily actions to boost happiness for yourself and 
for others.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/happier-january


Supporting your health and wellbeing

Photo by Lina Tronchez on Unsplash

Hastings i-Rock virtual drop in service

The team at Hastings i-Rock are offering a virtual drop in and signposting service for young people 
aged 14-25 in East Sussex from 11am - 6pm on Mondays and Fridays.

Young people looking for advice or support with anything from mental health to finance can click 
on this link and be chatting to a project worker in minutes. The link will enable you to talk by 
video, although you are welcome to turn your camera off and just speak or use the in-app text 
option. They can also offer a very limited amount of face to face appointments - please ask one of 
the team at irockhastings@gmail.com for details.

E-motion: a free, online counselling project for young people aged 12-18 in East Sussex

If you live anywhere in East Sussex and need online support, why not try the online counselling
service, E-motion? They can put you in touch with your own online counsellor who will support 
you via email.

E-motion now also offer drop in online support sessions on Wednesdays from 5-7pm. This is a 
chance to talk to one of their counsellors online, without having to commit yourself to a series of 
weekly sessions. Visit their website for details.

Whether you need help with home learning or 
support with your overall wellbeing, remember that 
our experienced and dedicated team of teaching and 
support staff are here to support you.

Our Health and Wellbeing page has been updated 
with useful links and resources from East Sussex 
County Council, Young Minds, i-Rock Hastings and The 
Mix.

• Click here to see the full list.

• Click here for staff contact information.

Virtual Drop In Services

Visit Every Mind Matters for a directory of resources all about mental health and self-care for 
young people.

Knowing what steps we can take to support our mental wellbeing can help us feel better, sleep 
better and have better relationships with the people around us – and that goes not just for today 
but for the future too.

Check out their videos for all sorts of tips on exercise, sleep and how to take care of yourself on 
social media. You will also find links to help for groups of people who may be finding things 
particularly tough, or have additional needs, and support with some of the issues you may be 
facing.

https://unsplash.com/photos/ktPKyUs3Qjs?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditShareLink
https://nhs.vc/irock-service
mailto:irockhastings@gmail.com
https://eastsussex.e-motion.org.uk/what-is-dropin%231_section
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/health-wellbeing.php
https://www.e-motion.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/irock
https://www.themix.org.uk/get-support
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-resources-january-2021.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/youth-mental-health/


Nominations open for the Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards

Join East Sussex Libraries online

The Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards, organised by children’s charity, 
School Inspirational Services, celebrates the hard work and 
achievements of educators, support staff and school volunteers across 
the county.

Anyone can nominate and it is not just teachers who are recognised –
these awards celebrate every role in schools from school 
administrators to caretakers, heads and volunteers. All nominees 
receive notification of their nomination letting them know how 
appreciated they are. This is not a popularity contest, it’s not measured 
on the number of votes, it’s judged by a panel of judges who read the 
content of every entry and then have the difficult task of selecting the 
winners.If you would like to nominate a member of staff or volunteer that you feel is making a stand-out 
contribution to the education and wellbeing of our students at this difficult time, please click here.

Nominations for the Sussex Teacher of the Year Awards are now open until 14 March 2021.

Did you know that you can join East Sussex libraries online and have your library card posted to 
you? You will also get a temporary membership number to use until your card arrives, so you can 
start using their our fantastic online resources straight away. This includes access to over 7,000 
ebooks, with over 700 e-book and e-audio book titles for young adults to choose from.

We know that many young people may need support with coping with the current situation. Our 
special Shelf Help collection of books focusing on mental wellbeing and resilience for young 
adults may be able to provide the support they need away from school. You can see our full 
range of titles for teens here: https://eastsussexlibrary.overdrive.com/library/teens

We also have information about how to borrow e-books and e-audio books on our website: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/libraries/online/ebooks-audiobooks/ebooks/

For those students that enjoy magazines and newspapers we have a great selection of free titles 
to download through Press Reader https://www.pressreader.com/catalog and RB Digital 
https://eastsussex.rbdigitalglobal.com/search/emagazine?page-index=0&pagesize=60

You can find out how to get started here: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/libraries/online/emagazines-and-newspapers/

RB Digital also have a wide range of e-audio books, useful for students who find reading more of 
a challenge but still want to access books: 
https://eastsussex.rbdigitalglobal.com/discovery/eaudio

All the resources can be used for free with the library card membership number and PIN they 
choose when you sign up.

Visit our Remote Learning page for information about accessing remote lessons via 
Microsoft Teams. 

Need extra support? Please email teamsissues@beacon-academy.org

http://kmcharityteam.force.com/SchoolNomination/Nomination?campaignRef=7014G000001nGMv
https://eastsussexlibrary.overdrive.com/library/teens
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/libraries/online/ebooks-audiobooks/ebooks/
https://www.pressreader.com/catalog
https://eastsussex.rbdigitalglobal.com/search/emagazine?page-index=0&pagesize=60
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/libraries/online/emagazines-and-newspapers/
https://eastsussex.rbdigitalglobal.com/discovery/eaudio
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/teaching-learning/remote-learning.php
mailto:teamsissues@beacon-academy.org



