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WELCOME
A big thank you to everyone that 
has created fantastic 20-second 
videos and shared their brilliant 
bookmark and National Book 
Token designs with us in time for 
World Book Day 2021! We have 
really enjoyed seeing your 
designs and hearing your book 
recommendations and we are 
looking forward to seeing more 
in the next few weeks.

If you feel as though your other 
commitments can put books and 
reading low down on the “to do 
list”, check out the World Book 
Day YouTube videos linked in this 
newsletter to find reading 
inspiration from some of the UK’s 
bestselling YA authors.

As we prepare for the return to 
school, we have included some 
useful reminders and Miss Miller 
has collated a range of resources 
to help you with any concerns 
you might have. Remember to 
keep talking and ask questions 
about anything that you are 
unsure of. Our team of staff are 
here to support you.



Celebrating World Book Day 2021

Watch videos from bestselling authors via WBD YouTube 

If you would like to enter and be in with a chance of winning one of three £10 National Book Tokens, all 
you need to do is create a 20-second video clip that celebrates your favourite book, author or genre and 
send it in before the end of March. Please follow our guidelines below:

You can be as creative and inventive as you like with your video – you could use props or toys to create 
a mini film set or use a video editing app to create the final piece. Please follow our guidelines below:

• Film your 20-second clip in landscape format.

• If you include your name in the video, please use your first name and tutor group only (no 
surname).

• Please check with your parent/carer before filming. We can only publish your clip if our records 
state that we have permission. Please be aware that this footage may be shared with a large 
audience.

• If you choose to appear in your clip, please ensure that you film outside or against a plain/neutral 
background make sure that you are wearing appropriate clothing. If your clothing is unsuitable your 
clip may not be used.

• Email wbd@beacon-academy.org for information about where to submit your clip via Teams before 
Wednesday 31st March.

There is still time to Design a book token for National Book Tokens and win up to £350! Click here for all 
the details and the template for your design. If you choose to enter this competition, please remember 
to share a copy of your design with us at wbd@beacon-academy.org. 

A big thank you to everyone that has already submitted fantastic video clips for 
our World Book Day competition! We are looking forward to seeing many more over 
the next few weeks.

Do you make time for reading? Do you feel more interested in 
reading if the books reflect your own experience and the world 
around you? 

For World Book Day 2021, bestselling YA authors, Katherine Rundell, 
Derek Landy, Young People’s Laureate of London, Cecilia Knapp, 
Holly Jackson and Black Girls Book Club founders, Nat and Mel share 
why they think reading is “magic”. Click on the images to watch!

mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/
https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/
mailto:wbd@beacon-academy.org
https://youtu.be/25TO2cIdJ7o
https://youtu.be/KvlhicgAe7g
https://youtu.be/5q-69w2e6jE
https://youtu.be/YVx2jhk-LLI
https://youtu.be/eii6meoeLOw




Brilliant bookmark and National Book Token designs

We have really enjoyed seeing some of your brilliant bookmark and National Book 
Token designs this week!

The Wave Ed bookmark design competition has now closed, but the National Book 
Token design competition will remain open until Friday 2nd April. Find the template and 
all the terms and conditions plus information about how to submit your design here.

Lottie Ferdinando 8AKU

Lucy Jordan 8VGO

Tom Cowling 9NMC

Evie Shepperson
9AJO

Tilly Murton 9AJO

https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/


Brilliant bookmark and National Book Token designs

Meg Waller 7ORE Sam Wilton 9DHW

Archie Talbot 8LVA Lola Kirrage 7RRE

Visit our 
YouTube 
channel to 
see some of 
our 
students’ 
World Book 
Day videos

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOPg76RcIsEi6xRqleNyaOw


National Careers Week: 1st – 6th March 2021

In recognition of County Lines Intensification Week, 
#kNOwKnives have teamed up with Sussex Police and 
partners to bring a design competition to students aged 
11 - 16 across East Sussex.

To enter, students are invited to get creative and produce 
a poster, poem, song, short film or photo montage 
expressing their thoughts and feelings about county lines 
and knife crime.

A 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be chosen from each school 
that enters with prizes of Amazon vouchers in £25, £15 
and £5. These 3 winners will then be entered into a draw 
countywide for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place with additional 
prizes.

If you would like to take part, please email your entry to 
Miss Miller at l.miller@beacon-academy.org by Monday 
15th March.

#kNOwKnives and Sussex Police Design Competition

This week is National Careers Week, a 
celebration of careers guidance and free 
resources in education across the UK. 

Now in its 10th year, this year’s National 
Careers Week Virtual Careers Fair features 5 
virtual floors of resources for students and 
parents to explore.

Click here to visit this virtual event. Discover 
more useful links and resources via our 
website.

The latest East Sussex Whole Family eBulletin contains information 
about Family First Aid Training and opportunities to take part in a 
fantastic programme of online and in-house community cookery 
activities for anyone wanting to improve their cookery skills, 
connect with others and look after their health.

For more information about Family First Aid from Tumbledown 
Training, or to reserve your place on this free course, please email: 
EHFamilyCourses@eastsussex.gov.uk

A full list of courses, workshops and training with Community Chef 
can be found on their website. For more information, please 
contact office@communitychef.org.uk. 

Information and support for East Sussex families

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org
https://ncw2021.co.uk/vcf-lobby/
http://beacon-academy.org/web/latest-news/post.php?s=2021-03-01-national-careers-week-1-6-march-2021&fbclid=IwAR27fmrPWkxrA45VfdLIMCINmkKE6dvt77y7dTTPXbg78V0L_3cKNx4WfQg
http://beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/whole-family-e-bulletin-26-02-21.pdf
http://tumbledowntraining.co.uk/
mailto:EHFamilyCourses@eastsussex.gov.uk
http://communitychef.org.uk/events-booking/
mailto:office@communitychef.org.uk


Thinking of others as well as ourselves:  
Supporting our wellbeing as schools return

Whilst I am sure many of you are very excited and looking forward to your return to school, we also 
understand that a lot has changed since we were last all together and some of you may have worries 
about coming back.

Unlike our return to school in September, we are coming back whilst still amidst a nationwide
lockdown, so things will certainly be feeling a little different. It is therefore important that we do all we
can to support our mental and physical wellbeing.

It is important that we begin to get ourselves back in to sustainable, healthy routines:

• A regular sleep pattern; make sure that you are going to bed early enough so that you are not too
tired in the morning. You should be getting between 8-9 hours of sleep per night.

• Restrict your screen time, especially in the hour before going to bed.

• Eat a healthy, balanced diet and stay hydrated.

• Talk to your friends on the phone/facetime/snapchat.

• Go for a daily walk and enjoy the fresh air.

• Find other hobbies that are good for your wellbeing: exercise (where allowed), read a book,
cook/bake, play a game with your family at home.

• Think of three things that your grateful for each day.

You may want to look at some of the resources below to help you with any concerns about returning to
school.

• Childline have created a page specifically for 
students returning to school. This covers a 
range of tips for the return, how to manage 
school work and exam stress and how to boost 
confidence. This page can be accessed here.

• Michelle Obama’s talk talks about the 
importance of resilience and how character is 
just as important as academic grades when we 
look towards our futures. 

• Kids Helpline have made a fantastic four and a 
half minute video that talks through various 
worries you may have about returning to 
school and how to alleviate these. 

• The Outcome are a channel on YouTube with a 
whole range of motivational talks that you 
may find helpful.

Most importantly, do not forget that you are not alone in this. Stay talking and keep connected with 
those around you. If you are worried about yourself or a friend talk to somebody at school – this could 
be any teacher you get on with and trust, your tutor, Head of Year, Assistant Head of Year, Mental 
Health First Aider. We are here to support you.

Miss L Miller, Head of Personal Development

Image from Childline

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/school/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxW5D5VPg_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfMAKEZ0D5Y
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheOutcomeChannel/videos
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/school/


Reminders for the return to school

Make sure that you have your 
compulsory items ready to bring in 
along with your usual equipment to be 
ready to learn:

• Your own face mask, appropriate 
for the school environment and 
worn safely and responsibly 

• Travel sized hand sanitizer

• Pack of tissues 

• Filled water bottle

Here are a few reminders to help you to prepare for the return to school. 

Remember that as a school, we will need to continue to work collectively to do everything we can to 
reduce the risk of transmission of the virus.

Please keep following our school protocols and be mindful of others, both inside and outside of school.

Please note that face masks are now to be worn in 
classrooms as well as in communal areas.

Childline’s tips for going back to school:

1. Talk to a teacher, parent or carer about any worries 
you might have.

2. Ask questions about anything you are not sure 
about.

3. Talk about what has happened during lockdown. 
Whatever has happened, talking about it can help.

4. Prepare yourself before going back. Check your 
equipment and uniform and start setting an alarm 
and going to bed earlier.

5. Use a mood journal to write about how you feel.

6. Follow instructions about social distancing.

7. Take your time and make time every day to do 
something that you enjoy.

Childline have created this web page specifically for 
students returning to school. This covers a range of tips 
for the return, how to manage school work and exam 
stress and how to boost confidence. 

Supporting your health and wellbeing

Remember that our experienced and dedicated team of 
teaching and support staff are here to support you.

Mrs Layne and Mrs Carne have produced this wellbeing 
leaflet to remind students, parents and carers of the many 
ways that you can access support and information at Beacon.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/school/
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-at-beacon-leaflet.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/wellbeing-at-beacon-leaflet.pdf


The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award News 

Activity ideas of the week

Click on the images below to access resources from each section.

https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities/volunteering
https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities/physical
https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities/skills/
https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs
https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs-participants


The Winter Games Results: Well done, Team Beacon!

A huge well done to everyone that has represented Team Beacon by 
taking part in the Specsavers Sussex School Games Winter Games 
challenges in February. Your amazing efforts have helped to reach a 
superb 10th place out of 70 schools across Sussex!

Our students and active adults have stayed active during lockdown 
and embraced challenges in Snow Sports, Bob Run Challenges, Ice 
Rink Sports and Team Ice Sports over the past few weeks. We are 
incredibly proud of you all.

Find out more about the games and take a look at the leaderboards 
at Leaderboards - Active Sussex.

Keep an eye on the Active Sussex and REBOOT page for information 
about the latest FREE sports and activities from local Sussex 
providers via YouTube. 

There are a variety of sessions to suit different interests and abilities 
that are free to access. Although the programme has now ended, 
you can still take part in the previously recorded video sessions.

Celebrate your teaching heroes in 
The Pearson National Teaching Awards

A prestigious, UK-wide celebration of teaching, known as 
the ‘Oscars’ of the teaching world and televised by the 
BBC, The Pearson National Teaching Awards celebrate the 
fantastic work taking place up and down the country, 
inside and outside of the classroom. There are 15 
categories overall, including individual, whole school, and 
team awards. There is even a new “Lockdown Hero” 
Award for Outstanding Learner and Community Support.

Entries close at midnight on Friday 12th March

Just being nominated gives a teacher, their school and 
students a sense of their value being recognised. Winning 
an award can have a huge impact, not just on the winner, 
but also on the wider community.

You can read about how winning an award has made a difference to teachers as well as their school or 
college and communities here. The awards are open to all state and independent schools and FE colleges 
in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, and are free to enter. 

It’s easy to enter, and it makes such a difference. If you would like to celebrate and recognise excellence 
at Beacon Academy, enter online at www.teachingawards.com before Friday 12th March 2021.

Watch the awards entry film at: https://bit.ly/3am87T5

Beacon Curling have been following the Canadian Women's National Curling Championship, the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts and watching the games together online when possible. The group were 
delighted to receive encouraging words in a tweet last weekend from two time Olympian, Curling 
Legend and TSN Curling broadcaster, Cheryl Bernard. Well done to superstar curlers, Ben and Libby for 
winning the predictions competition with 88 points each!

https://www.activesussex.org/leaderboards/
https://www.activesussex.org/activeathome/children-and-young-people/reboot-activesussex-activity-schedule-2/
https://www.teachingawards.com/testimonials/
http://www.teachingawards.com/
https://bit.ly/3am87T5
http://beacon-academy.org/web/students/beacon-curling-team.php

