
 

Sixth Form Testimonials 

I finished my 7 years at Beacon in 2015 and studied Primary Education at Roehampton University. Since 

then, I have taught for 2 years in a school in London. Without the support from the committed and 

inspiring staff at Beacon, I’m sure none of this would have been achievable. The staff and teachers (even 

those I may not have been taught by) are friendly and personable and do their best to help you achieve 

your goals and I found this particularly inspiring moving forward into my chosen career. They gave me the 

confidence, experience and the inspiration; everything needed, though I might not have known it at the 

time, to move out into the ‘adult world’ and subsequently pass on to the children I now teach myself. 

Oliver Tomlinson – former student (leaver 2015) 

My time at Sixth Form was so enjoyable and I felt so supported by all the staff. There’s no denying that A-

Levels are hard work, but I loved my subjects and my teachers were brilliant at both challenging me and 

giving the right feedback to help me improve. Lessons can be tough, but I really enjoyed all the practical 

work we got to do within my Science subjects and there was always someone to help if you didn’t 

understand. The help I received with my UCAS work was amazing. We got guidance on how to write our 

personal statements and I had many mock interviews as well. Mr Howarth and Dr Grossman are so 

dedicated to helping everyone work towards what they want, whether that’s university, an 

apprenticeship or another route. I’m now in my first year of medical school and I’m really enjoying the 

course and also university as a whole. I know I couldn’t have got here without the support of everyone at 

Beacon.  

Kirsty Gander – leaver 2019 

The teachers at Beacon are passionate about their subjects and will stop at nothing to make sure you 

achieve your absolute best. On top of this, they’re always around if you fancy a chat or if you need any 

advice. They genuinely care about your progression after you’ve left, and it speaks volumes that they’re 

still in contact with me today. How else do you think they got me to write this testimonial? 

I was always encouraged to follow my interests and make the most of every opportunity that came my 

way. I’ve just graduated from Queen Mary, University of London with a degree in History. At university I 

was lucky enough to extend my degree and live and study for a year in Berlin. Now, I’m pursuing a career 

in the museum industry, which at this early stage, requires a LOT of voluntary work - but it’s worth it! I’ve 

been working with the Museum of London for about 3 months and in the next few weeks I’ll be starting 

at the Tunbridge Wells Museum. I’ll be working on public engagement and will hopefully get the chance 

to assist with their new Women’s History project as well. 

Beth Walker – former student (leaver 2015) 

During Year 11 I had three neurosurgeries and without the amazing support of the staff at Beacon, I 

would not have been able to sit my GCSE exams with my peers. They stayed in constant contact with me 

and supported my siblings, who were also at Beacon, through the difficult year. My A Level years at the 

Sixth Form were challenging as I started Year 12 only three weeks after my last surgery. Again, the staff 

made every effort to ease me back into school life and helped me recover and study. I had constant 

support from my teachers who helped me to shape my learning around my recovery. I cannot thank 

Beacon enough for the amazing work they do and how much my years with them shaped me as a nurse. 

They taught me that health comes first but there is nothing to hold you back if you are motivated and 

willing to work hard for what you want!  

Katie Watson – former student (leaver 2016) 



 

Beacon Sixth form offered continuous support to me in both my studies and general day-to-day life. Due 

to health reasons I made the decision to spend an extra year studying for my A-Levels, it wasn't an easy 

decision but everyone was incredibly supportive which made it much easier.  

Towards the end of my studies, I was unsure if university was the right step for me. Dr Grossman and Mr 

Howarth encouraged me to look at all of my options and explore alternative pathways. I am now working 

in a Law firm in Tunbridge Wells whilst studying for an apprenticeship where I will achieve a Level 3 

diploma in Law and Practice and hope to study through CILEx to become a Solicitor.  

Despite the problems I faced whilst at Sixth form I knew I was always valued as an individual and not just 

as a student. As a result I thoroughly enjoyed my three years at Beacon Sixth form and I will forever be 

grateful for their support.  

Elena Rogers – leaver 2019  

Deciding which A Levels to choose can be a really daunting experience, especially when you’re not really 

sure what you want to do with your life. Personally, I was one of the lucky ones to an extent, vaguely 

knowing what I enjoyed but not really what I wanted to do with that. Throughout my time at Beacon 

Sixth Form, I was supported tremendously; whether it was with deciding which academic path to pursue, 

general learning support or the occasional confidence and morale boost. Thanks to the amazing teachers 

who helped me along my way, I am now studying Linguistics with German and Russian at the University 

of Sheffield. Furthermore, Mr Howarth is an absolute gem of a human being (and believe me, it pains me 

to write this because I know his ego is going to explode) but if you have the pleasure of being taught by 

him or going on the Gambia trip with him, then expect it to be filled with laughter and also support. On 

that note, GO TO GAMBIA! It will truly change your perspective on life.  

Reece Halden – leaver 2019 

If you are looking for an excellent school for your child, look no further as you have already found it - 

Beacon Academy is here for you to experience a unique and outstanding quality of teaching that is 

uncompromising in its standards and only seeks to give your child the best possible education. 

We have three children who all studied at Beacon and they all had very different academic abilities and 

attitudes to studying. 

They were all given every opportunity to become successful young adults with the incredible support of 

the staff at Beacon Academy. The teachers work out how to motivate the students on an individual basis 

and help them achieve their full potential, giving their time very generously. 

All three of our children went on from Beacon Academy to study at their chosen university and are now 

starting to build their careers. They all believe that Beacon gave them the life skills and belief in 

themselves to achieve whatever they want to. We will always be grateful to the staff at Beacon for taking 

such good care of our children and for motivating them to always do their best. 

Peter and Dianne Watson – parents of a former Beacon Sixth Form student 

 


