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WELCOME
One of our favourite silver
linings to come out of lockdown
was the arrival of our brand new
student newsletter. As the
academic year drew to a close
we all agreed this was
something we wanted to
continue upon our return to
school. We very much look
forward to sharing a new issue,
written by our students, with
you each term.

Well done to everyone that took
part in our Virtual Walk
Challenge. You will be able to
find some fantastic photos of
our students and staff out and
about later in this issue.

Thank you to our Student
Leadership Team and everyone
that has contributed to this
term’s edition. There are a wide
range of interesting articles to
enjoy, including ways to stay
safe this Halloween.

Our next student newsletter will
be issued in December. If you
would like to share a news story
or an article of your choice
please email l.miller@beacon-
academy.org.
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of Crowborough 
and beyond!
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• Looking after our community
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• Film & Book Club news

• Remembrance Day Art Work
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And more!



Dear Beacon Students,

We hope that you have enjoyed your first term back at Beacon after, what will have 
been for many of us, a very long period of time away from the school.

We would like to say a big well done and thank you to each and every one of you. We 
know that there have been many new challenges and protocols to abide by, but you 
have all adapted so well. While this situation may be unusual, you have all 
maintained a good work ethic and attitude around school, helping maintain a sense 
of normality.

As we approach end of Term One, we are all most likely getting tired and are in need 
of a break. So, make sure you relax and enjoy yourselves over the half term but 
please remember to stay safe! 

Whilst you may have adjusted to the new ‘normal’ within school and enjoy spending 
time with other students in your year group bubble, please be mindful of others and 
the rest of our community. We have included lots of advice on how to stay safe over 
the coming weeks, particularly as Halloween approaches; a time when, pre-Covid, 
many would have enjoyed dressing up and spending time with friends.  

Please enjoy, stay safe and have a good half term.

From the Student Leadership Team.

Written by Orla Harris, Head Student

A letter of support from our Student Leadership Team



Whether you were excited or a little apprehensive about returning to school, it is no secret that
this term has been hard, especially with all the new systems and procedures to get used to.
When you add in the constant stream of negative media and news stories from around the
world, things can start to feel quite overwhelming. So, here are some of the more positive news
stories that you may have not seen!

Positive News and Kindness This Week  

• England’s ban on plastic straws came into force. It is hoped that this will significantly reduce plastic waste,
particularly on beaches, and will result in less animals being harmed by the litter.
• As part of new animal welfare laws, Marine parks in France have been banned from breeding and
importing dolphins and killer wales, meaning more will stay in the wildlife and continue breeding naturally.

•China, which is currently the world’s biggest emitter of carbon
emissions, has set a date for carbon neutrality. President Xi
Jinping told the UN general assembly that they aim for 2060.
• Sniffer dogs in Finland have been found to be able to detect
Covid-19 before they even have symptoms, which could improve
diagnosis and treatment for the future
• Researchers at Kings College London have developed a material
that speeds up the healing process for broken bones. It is covered
in a protein that is naturally used by the body for growth and
repair
• After successfully challenging the government to continue
providing free school meals to school children over the summer,
Marcus Rashford has now launched a taskforce to tackle child
poverty in the UK.
• Uganda reported a gorilla baby boom, which is thought to have
occurred due to the lack of tourists during the peak of the
pandemic. This will really help the species in the long run.

Written by Maisie Greening, Deputy Head Student



A Person Who Inspires Me

During these uncertain times, it can be really hard to find
motivation to do anything, but we all have people who we look
up to, who inspire us to want to work hard and achieve our goals.

Someone who I find to be particularly inspirational, and who
most of you probably know, works right here at Beacon. The
person who I am writing about is Mrs Layne.
For anyone who doesn’t know her, Mrs Layne is the wonderful
Assistant Head of Year for Year 11.

Mrs Layne herself, finds that the most inspiring people, are the ordinary people who do
extraordinary things. For example, Sir Tom, who performed the seemingly simple task
of walking around his home 100 times and raised money for the NHS as well as
inspiring others to do the same.

When Mrs Layne was young, she was inspired by seeing the glamorous and helpful
flight attendants and decided that she wanted to become one herself. She also felt that
it would be a good way to travel around the world. Mrs Layne went through the
training and a successful application, but this dream never came to fruition.

Despite never becoming an air hostess, Mrs Layne did work many other jobs, including
a job in the BHS frozen food section, and as a ward clerk and then PA to the Modern
Matron in the NHS. The latter, she found to be incredibly rewarding as the patients
were so grateful for all the small acts of kindness, such as reading letters from friends
and family, and even just taking the time to listen to them.
Finally, Mrs Layne applied for the job as she loved the thought of being able to help and
support young people to achieve their goals and go on to build futures. She finds the
role to be rewarding, and loves to see how the students overcome challenges, and
develop into the people that they are to become.

Written by Yasmine Razaq, Prefect

Book recommendation

My book (and film!) recommendation for this term's newsletter is
'The Book Thief' by Markus Zusak.

The story follows a young girl named Liesel living in Nazi
Germany. She and her family have a secret that could get them
imprisoned if anyone found out. I read this heart-wrenching story in
year 8 and it remains one of my favourite books to this day!

Written by Libby Davies, Prefect



Blended Learning – a student’s perspective

You may worry that Blending Learning sounds
a complicated, potentially boring or an
overload of work. Having experienced Blended
Learning for myself, I can assure you that it is
none of these things!

From the 28th of September to Friday the 2nd
of October I used Blended Learning from
home and found it so helpful and worked
really well in supporting me in my learning.
Being in my lessons virtually helped to keep
me motivated and an still feel like an active
part of the school community. Having said
this, it does take some getting used to! Below,
I have listed some tips in case you end up in
the same boat.

Do make sure you: Make sure you do not:

 Wake up at 9 and remember that
you have a lesson, only to rush
your breakfast and sit down at
your desk half awake.

 Start thinking of Blended Learning
as an option. As soon as you start
doing this you are compromising
your education. Trust me, missing
one lesson has far more of an
impact than you would think.

 Go into ‘ghost mode’. This
includes not emailing your
teachers and not using the chat
function (sensibly) when you have
a question.

• Set an alarm and make sure that 
you have had breakfast and are 
prepared for your first lesson.

• Get dressed! It might sound silly 
but you will be in a much better 
mindset for learning if you are not 
in your pajamas.

• Have a positive attitude towards 
your lessons and ask friends and 
teachers about any classes or 
topics that you have missed. 

• Talk to your teachers about any 
worries or questions; use the chat 
function and be involved in class 
and lessons. It is very easy to feel 
isolated or alone whilst being at 
home but by keeping in contact 
with people it will help keep you 
involved in school life. 

Written by Ethan Simm, Head Student



Masks. They have been at the centre of debate throughout the duration of the
pandemic. However, as more research has taken place and professionals have become
more aware of the symptoms/ways of transmission, new evidence has emerged: ‘The
best available scientific evidence is that, when used correctly, wearing a face covering
may reduce the spread of coronavirus droplets in certain circumstances, helping to
protect others.’ – Gov.uk

By using a face mask, it covers your nose and mouth (two areas through which disease
can be transmitted) and has been proven to lower the risk of transmission by 79%. It is
important to emphasise that face masks are designed to protect those around you more
than they protect you yourself, so just because a vulnerable person is wearing a mask, if
no one else around them is wearing a mask then they are not being as protected as
possible.

Looking after our community by wearing a mask

For more information about why it is important we
continue to wash our hands, wear a mask and follow
social distancing please watch the NHS Hands, Face,
Space short video.

Masks also work better if the majority of people are
wearing them. Obviously, some people have valid
exemptions but to be as effective as possible, more
people should be wearing them. At Beacon, there are a
lot of people still not wearing a mask and I want to
remind people that it is your decision to wear a mask,
so please be respectful to those around you who may
be vulnerable or have a vulnerable family member. It is
the least you can do in order to help vulnerable
members of our community to wear a mask for a
minimum to 10 minutes a day.

Please remember that to work effectively, masks must
cover both your nose and mouth and fit securely yet
comfortably. Also, if you have symptoms of COVID-19,
please do not come in to school wearing a face mask
as an alternative to self-isolating.

Written by Sophie Woodhams, Deputy Head Student

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_N1rTPhv04


Halloween 2020: a different way to celebrate

Halloween 2020 will definitely be one that we
will never forget - most notable because of the
Coronavirus pandemic and everything that
comes with it.

This year, Halloween falls on a Saturday which
means an entire day of spooky celebrations and
eating candy. Although we will have to certainly
adapt this year’s Halloween to government
guidelines, such as maintaining social distancing,
it does not mean we have to ruin the fun and
not make it one of the most memorable years
yet.

In order to do so safely, I have compiled a range of different quarantine activities to try
out this Halloween!

Play fun Halloween games with your family – It is obvious that parties or trick or 
treating will not be able to happen this year, so playing fun games with your family such 
as a ring toss or charades should definitely compensate for it – don’t forget to put a 
spooky spin on it!

Watch a Halloween movie - even without the Coronavirus pandemic, watching classic 
Halloween movies should definitely be on your to do list. If you want some ideas on what 
classic Halloween movies to watch, you should definitely check out this article. 

Host a virtual Halloween party – unfortunately, this year hosting face-to-face Halloween 
parties is definitely not a good idea. However, making yourself some snacks and talking to 
your friends online is an excellent alternative to celebrate Halloween safely.  Platforms such 
as Zoom and Houseparty are perfect ways to have a virtual Halloween party/ gathering.

Wear your Halloween costumes - just because you won’t be able to go out all dressed up 
this year does not mean that you can’t dress up in your best Halloween costume and have 
fun with your family. 

Written by Boris Tsonev, Prefect

Making spooky snacks - instead of going 
trick or treating, you can focus all of your 
energy on making delicious festive snacks. If 
you want loads of ideas and recipes and 
what sort of spooky snacks to create, you 
can visit the BBC’s Goodfood website.

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/g2661/halloween-movies/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/halloween-recipes


Beacon Academy’s Virtual Walk

Each year, Beacon Academy would normally take part in a 10km walk (or for the more
daring: run!) to raise money for The Gambia and the students’ choice of charity.
Unfortunately, amidst Covid-19, this event was unable to take place this October.

Instead, students and staff were encouraged to walk/run/cycle anywhere between 5 and
10km. 136 students put on their trainers and explored the countryside of Crowborough,
Bedgebury, Tunbridge Wells and many other idyllic locations in Wealdon. Students were
not alone in their adventures with many taking family, friends and even their dogs out with
them! In total, students have collectively covered over 1076km.

At Beacon, we regularly promote the positive effects of exercise and fresh air to mental
health and physical wellbeing. So many students and their family have reported how much
they enjoyed their expeditions and gave feedback of how the walk/run had been the ‘best
use of an inset day so far’, ‘we both really enjoyed our time together’ and ‘they both
thoroughly enjoyed it, so much so I think they are looking to repeat it during half-term.’

Please see the next page for all the fantastic photos that we have been receiving.

Miss L Miller, Head of Personal Development

Congratulations to the following students for taking part:

Jake Ansell, Mia Austen, Evie Barnard, Thomas Bavin, Polly Bavin, Amelia Beecroft, Daniel Beecroft, Sam

Bennett, Will Bentley, Emilia Bird, Simeon Blakeley, Sophie Bradgate, Oliver Burbage, Gretel Burke, Seb

Butler, Daniel Chalmers, Lily Chapman, Alisha Child, Leo Child, Chloe Clarkson, Charlie Clements, Anna

Cloughley, Emma Colbran, Ellie Collins, Callum Corby, Lily Cottingham, Alex Craft, Lucas Davies, Yordan

Dimitrov, Kai Durrant, Zachary Dyton, George Eagleton, Thomas Edney, Isaac Elliott, Lily Ellis, Lucy

Fowler, Theo Freeman, Harry Green, Laura Gullick, Esther Hall, Theo Hall, Ben Hammond, Jake

Hampson, Ella Harbert, Tabby Harding, Chris Hartwright, Jack Harwood, Martha Hatter, Luke Hebbard,

Madeleine Hilder, Katy Hudson, Isabella Hull, Austin Hoper, Anna Ivaldi, Oliver Jarman, William Jarrett,

Madeline Jeffs, Callum Jones, Matthew Jones, Lucy Jordan, Rajaa Joumaa, Ruby King, Maya Lamb, Chael

Marshall, Karina Larionova, Chris Lau, Ella Lau, Max Maddision, Cerys Martin, Olivia Martin, Erin

McCardle, Eleanor Mecham, Robert Mechem, Beatrice McLeod Millie Miles, Jake Miller, Sam Miller,

Anthony Morris, George Norris, Daniel O’Brien, Edward Parish, Olivia Pay, Arthur Pearce, Benjamin

Pearce, Ellie Poulton, Oscar Poyntz, Maddie Price, Finley Probert, Jack Probert, Isobelle Reeve, Elisa

Ricklefs, Sophie Ripley, Lexie Roberts, Beth Rodgers, Isabelle Salaman, Maddie Scott-Francis, Louis

Simmons, Wilbur Skipp, Immy Smart, Jacob Smith, Dylan Snelling, Tom Spencer, William Stacey, Anabelle

Streets, Kimberley Stevens, Jade Stonestreet Owen Swiddle, Archie Talbot, Ralf Timson, Daisy

Thompsett, Aston Todd, Beau Todd, Elliot Turner, Edward Tutt, William Tutt, Seren Twort, Oscar Twiddy-

Romero, Olivia Upton, Harry Vernon, Willow Wallis, Luke Walters, Matthew Watson, Toni Watts, Lucy

White, Brooke Wing, Katie Wiseman, Abigail Witt, Nathan Wood, Logan Woodroofe, Zoey Wood.





Ahead of, what will be a very different, Remembrance Day this year we
would like to find ways to still mark the day and remember those who gave
their lives for us during the two Great Wars.

To do this, we would like for you to submit art pieces inspired by war and
Remembrance. This could be a poster, painting, model – whatever you are
inspired to make!

If you would like to take part, please email a photo/ scanned image of your
work to Miss Miller (l.miller@beacon-academy.org) by Friday 6th

November.

Remembrance Day Art Submissions

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org


“AirDrop is a feature in iPhones, iPads, iPods and Macs that lets you instantly send
files, photos and other content to other iPhone or Mac users who are physically close
to you. It is not an app or a type of storage; it simply enables the transfer of files using
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. To use it, you just tap or click the “share” icon (it looks like a
square with an arrow pointing up) anywhere it appears (like on a photo or a Google
Doc). When the AirDrop window comes up, tap or click on the user you want to share
with. When you receive an AirDrop notification, you can hit Accept or Decline”.

- Caroline Knorr – Huff Post

Online Safety Update: Airdrop

To choose who can see your device and send you content in AirDrop:

1. Go to Settings, tap General.
2. Tap AirDrop, then choose an option.

You can also set your AirDrop options in Control Centre. Here's how:

1. On iPhone X or later, or an iPad with iOS 12 or later or iPadOS, swipe down from the 
top-right corner of the screen to open Control Centre. On iPhone 8 or earlier, swipe 
up from the bottom of the screen.

2. Press firmly or touch and hold the network settings card in the top-left corner.
3. Touch and hold the AirDrop button , then choose one of these options:

• Receiving Off: You won't receive AirDrop requests. 
• Contacts Only: Only your contacts can see your device.
• Everyone: All nearby Apple devices using AirDrop can see your device.

If you see Receiving Off and can't tap to change it:

1. Go to Settings > Screen Time.
2. Tap Content & Privacy Restrictions.
3. Tap Allowed Apps and make sure that AirDrop is turned on.



Thinking of others as well as ourselves: How we can 
play our part to help stop the spread of Covid-19

Please watch the video at the top of the BBC article and then answer the 
questions below: 

• How should a mask be worn?
• What do masks help minimise and why would this help slow the spread 

of Covid-19?
• What else should you do alongside wearing a mask?

Now read the rest of the article and discuss the following question:

• How does wearing a mask link with making your MARK?

If you would like more information about how Beacon is keeping its staff 
and students safe during Covid-19 please use the following link. 

Currently, there is so much information in the news
about how we can help protect each other and slow
the spread of Covid-19. Here at Beacon, we have had
several assemblies discussing how you can do your
bit to look after each other.

It is important to remember that, whilst you may not
consider yourself high risk, there are many who do.
This applies to everyone of all ages. In wearing a
mask and following government guidelines regarding
the washing of your hands and social distancing you
are protecting those around you. Remember, we
want you to be able to stay in school and we want to
keep you and our staff safe. Following these strong
recommendations is one small way that you can do
this.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51205344
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/key-documents-information/covid-19-information.php


Remember, it is the final chance for Year 9 and Year 12 
students to sign up to the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
You can do so by filling in the application form.

https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mdWjD86KDEm2BQrB2kqb1DccRX9Fs4FErmIQQ9UvC-1UMkQ0UlJZNUhRQkhCMDU3SjhGSVZWWEsyWC4u

