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WELCOME

We’re proud to be taking part in 
School Diversity Week and 
celebrating Pride Month in this 
special edition! Our Student 
Leadership Team have created a 
brilliant selection of resources 
looking at the history of Pride 
and considering the ongoing 
struggle for inequality faced by 
the LGBTQ+ community. Our 
Film and Book Club have also 
sent in a special report based on 
their discussions this week.

Following last week’s GCSE 
Photography work, we’re 
delighted to showcase more of 
the amazing artworks our 
students have been creating at 
home using the resources they 
have to hand. There was so 
much wonderful work to choose 
from that we have created a 
special supplement edition just 
for the Art Journals project. 
Look out for more next week 
too!

If you would like to share a news 
story or message of thanks in 
this newsletter, please email 
c.hoper@beacon-academy.org. 
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Hello everybody, I hope you all had a lovely week and are looking forward to the weekend.

Well done to you all for being so hard working so far. I know I am starting to feel the strain as we
push on these last few weeks to the summer holidays too, but don’t give up quite yet. What I
want to remind you of is that you are an incredible student body. Despite being away from
school you have all remained so hard working and have never stopped trying regardless of
circumstances. So, to say it again, WELL DONE!!!

One thing that has been incredibly striking is how diverse our student body is, every single
student is different and that is to be celebrated consistently. Whatever you choose to define and
identify with whether it be your hobbies, gender, taste in music, aesthetics and so much more. It
is amazing to look at the student newsletter and see the range of talents and interests of
students. You all are unique and it’s so wonderful to look at how all of you have approached this
time with kindness, respect and compassion. It’s safe to say that all of you have made your
MARK this year.

Although it is a shame that events have been called off: Sports Day (some of you may not be
totally disappointed by this one!), Honours Evening, the Art Exhibition and more that have not
been mentioned, we as the Student Leadership Team still celebrate every single achievement
that has been accomplished this year and thank all of you for your constant positive energy that
you still channel in varying ways currently.

I hope that this edition of the newsletter continues to inspire, inform and entertain you. As ever
there is so much that we have to share with you.

Please continue to stay safe, happy and look out for one another.

From your Student Leadership Team :)

Written by Bethany Russell, Prefect

A letter of support from our Student Leadership Team



• A pre-existing, cheap drug has been declared a “life-saving Covid-19 treatment”. The drug, called 
dexamethasone, has been used to treat asthma since the 1960s and was found to reduce the 
risk of death for people on ventilators from 40% to just 28%.

• The footballer, Marcus Rashford, managed to convince Boris Johnson to continue providing free 
school meals over the summer, something he had previously stated he was going to stop. This 
will help 1.3 million children in England.

Positive News and Kindness This Week  

• A new housing scheme in 
Cambridge has finally been 
launched after being delayed by 
the pandemic. It will provide 
homeless people with safe 
accommodation, support for 
mental health and employment, 
and consists of “micro-homes”. 

• In Scotland, parliament banned salmon farmers from shooting seal, using sound devices which 
scare off seals and cause damage to the hearing of dolphins and whales, and the mass culling of  
hares. This is a great step towards preventing extinction for these vulnerable animals.

• Plans for ‘drive in’ concerts have been announced to take place from mid-July through to 
September. London, Birmingham and Edinburgh are amongst those cities where these concerts 
will take place.

Written by Maisie Greening, Deputy Head Student

(Image: Oli Scarff/AFP/Getty Images in The Guardian)



Teacher interviews

Have you taken up a hobby/had more time for a previous one in lockdown? 

I’ve spent most of my spare time gardening since lockdown began. I’ve dug a pond, planted lots 
of vegetables and repainted my garden shed, summerhouse and greenhouse. We’ve also bought 
three chickens so we enjoy fresh eggs every day.

Any concluding statement?

I feel like I’ve had an extremely productive lockdown. Thankfully, my loved ones have kept safe 
and well and technology has meant that I could keep in touch with them remotely. However, it’s 
been frustrating being away from Beacon and not being able to see and teach everyone in 
person. I’m really looking forward to getting back in September.

Mrs Bigwood, Teacher of Mathematics

Do you prefer tea or coffee?

Lemon and ginger tea. I’m not a coffee drinker.

What has been your favourite thing about working from home?

Spending quality time with my family and my dog. It’s been lovely to go on 
walks, play games and bake together (the dog isn’t much of a baker mind 
you).

What has been your favourite thing about working from home?

It has been lovely being able to spend more time with my children, even if it’s been hard juggling 
entertaining them and trying to get their school work done, alongside working myself. We’ve 
been on lots of lovely walks with our dog. We’ve really enjoyed exploring our local area. We’re 
lucky enough to live very close to some beautiful woods and it was wonderful to see them 
changing with the seasons.

Have you taken up a hobby/had more time for a previous one in lockdown?

Yes, like lots of people I’ve taken up gardening! I’ve never really done much before (and possibly 
never will again!) I’ve been growing lots of vegetables. My peas and strawberries are just starting 
to become ready to eat, and I’ve got lots of runner bean, tomato, and cucumber plants which I 
have high hopes for. I’ve found it very therapeutic, especially in those moments when you just 
need five minutes on your own.

Continued on the next page

Mrs Horrell, Teacher of History

Do you prefer tea or coffee?

I love both! It depends on the time of day. Two or three cups of tea in the 
morning, then a coffee at 11am. I try not to drink caffeine after lunch 
although sometimes have another cup of tea in the afternoon if I’ve got lots 
of work to do.



Teacher interviews

Mrs Horrell, Teacher of History (continued)

Any concluding statement?

I was so excited to be back at school last week supporting some of our Year 10 students. One of 
the things we discussed was the joy in looking forward to something. I think sometimes we don’t 
stop to think about the things that we are looking forward to. The first day that my children went 
back to school, I realised that I hadn’t had the opportunity to look forward to seeing them for 
three months! The students I was talking to said the same – they hadn’t realised that one of the 
great things about going to school is that you get to look forward to seeing your friends, and then 
you get to look forward to leaving at the end of the day! As lockdown slowly eases, I hope that I 
continue to be excited by the prospect of all the wonderful things that haven’t happened yet.

Interviews conducted by Bethany Russell, Prefect

1. Sneezes travel at 100mph.

2. Snakes can sense a coming earthquake from 75 
miles away (121 km), up to five days before it 
happens.

3. A baby spider is called a spiderling.

4. Honeybees can recognize human faces.

Sophie Woodhams, Deputy Head Student

(Image: Aaron Burden on Unsplash)

"All of us who are openly gay are living and writing the 
history of our movement. We are no more - and no less -
heroic than the suffragists and abolitionists of the 19th 
century; and the labour organisers, Freedom Riders, 
Stonewall demonstrators, and environmentalists of the 
20th century. We are ordinary people, living our lives, and 
trying as civil-rights activist Dorothy Cotton said, to 'fix 
what ain't right' in our society.”

-- Senator Tammy Baldwin

Selected by Orla Harris, Head Student

Words to live by

Fun Facts!

https://unsplash.com/@aaronburden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
/s/photos/bee?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Pride is being celebrated globally this year online.

London Pride is celebrating through an online series of gigs and events.

Bi Pride is celebrating by a live stream with talk panels and performances.

There are ways you can celebrate at home too. This can be as discreet as just taking some time for 
yourself doing something you enjoy or making a rainbow cake and sharing it with your family. 

You could also:

Celebrating Pride Month in 2020

• Create a Pride inspired piece of art work.

• Reach out to any friends in the community and wish them a 
Happy Pride.

• Wear a colour of the Pride flag for a day - did you know every 
colour of the pride flag means something?

• Decorate your room with pride inspired colours.

• Create a pride playlist with LGBTQ+ artists.

• Create some Pride inspired bakes. This could be as discreet 
as cupcakes with rainbow laces or hundreds and thousands 
on top if you feel you cannot celebrate openly.

If you are not able to be openly 'out' please remember that Pride month is a celebration for you too. 
You are still a very important and much loved member of the community. Almost everyone who is 
'out' and able to celebrate Pride publicly was once where you are now. You are remembered by the 
LGBTQ+ community and even if they do not know you personally know you have all their 
encouragement and support. So however you chose to celebrate Pride this year, Happy Pride!

Written by Ethan Simm, Head Student

Pride month looks a bit different this year but we can still 
celebrate. Pride is here and happening in bedrooms, homes, 
gardens and even socially-distanced in parks! But what is Pride 
really about? Well it’s about us all coming together as a diverse 
community and celebrating who we really are and we can still do 
that! Bellow I have listed some ways to get involved with online 
Pride so that we can all celebrate safely and together!

https://www.globalpride2020.org/
https://prideinlondon.org/event/pride-inside-3vaLnI78ZArYV6vGbhcPfn/
https://biprideuk.org/2020/05/26/event-announcement-bi-fi-festival/




Yasmine Razaq, Prefect



I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai's inspirational story of courage, 
conviction and determination will be the next book and the first 
non-fiction title up for discussion at our Film and Book Club 
meeting on Monday 29th June.

All students are welcome to join the conversation, whether you’re 
reading the original edition or the younger readers’ edition.

To register interest, please complete our short, online form or 
email Miss Allen at n.allen@beacon-academy.org. 

Film and Book Club to discuss I am Malala

Acceptance Without Exception

On Monday 22nd June 2020 Beacon Academy Film & Book Club students 
met to discuss a variety of LGBTQ+ books of their own choosing in 
recognition of Diversity Week. The team approached the themes of 
sexuality, gender identity, homophobia, hate crime and ‘difference’ 
within their chosen texts and the wider community with maturity and 
sensitivity. Year 7 student, Esther Hall wrote, “Everyone is different, 
Everyone is unique. That isn't a hard concept to grasp but people still 
intentionally harm others because they are different!”

We attempted to challenge ‘social norms’ that portray LGBTQ+ 
characters negatively and for many the books they read for this week’s 
discussion were their first active exposure to specifically LGBTQ+ themes 
and all agreed it to be a positive and necessary experience. Kimberley 
Stevens chose Malorie Blackman’s Boys Don’t Cry and offered the 
following summary, “Boys Don't Cry is a book about two brothers (Dante 
and Adam) with problems in their lives whilst trying to manage big 
dreams. I loved reading this book because it shows that life isn't 
straightforward; it has complications and problems, and no one is perfect 
or has a simple, easy life. At the end, I think it was a praiseworthy touch 
to add some help sites and advice based on the book because it is a 
convenient place to put help and it shows it's ok to be in those 
situations.”

Ella Harbert, who chose to read Boy Meets Boy, made the innocently 
poignant statement, “If people could just accept people for their choices, 
I think the world would be a better place” embodied the sentiment of 
the whole group discussion perfectly.

Love is love. Happy Pride Month.

Miss Allen, Library Supervisor

https://bit.ly/2AaNqKF
mailto:n.allen@beacon-academy.org


Art Project for Years 7 and 8: Art Journals

Martha Sugden

As part of online learning, Beacon Academy Art Department set a project entitled ‘Journaling’ for Year 
7 and 8. An Art journal is a book kept by an artist as a visual record of their thoughts and ideas. Art 
journals generally combine visual journaling and writing, to create finished pages. Starting points 
included, ‘Illustrate a quote’ and ‘A day in the life.’ 

The Art team asked students to be creative and experimental with their ideas. 

Year 7 and 8 did not disappoint! We have seen a full range of wonderful ideas, techniques and 
materials used including drawing, painting and collage. 

Ms Ashworth commented ‘It's been a real treat receiving the pictures of journal pages from my Year 7 
group. It's impressive to see how creative the students have been with the resources available to them 
at home. They have all produced work which is very personal and expressive’

The Art department would like to say a big 'Thank you' to all the students who have sent images of 
their projects. A Year 8 student emailed his work and wrote ‘I hope you enjoy looking at my work, 
because I enjoyed making it’.

As a team, we are greatly impressed by the level of creativity and resourcefulness. We have received so 
many wonderful examples that we will feature more of them in next week’s newsletter!

Well done Year 7 and 8! 

Mrs Brazier and the Art team

Click here to view all artworks in our special Art Journal Supplement

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/beacon-academy-newsletter-190620-issue-11-art-journal-supplementsml.pdf


Lucy Clark

Art Project for Years 7 and 8: Art Journals

Elsa Ridley



Sophie Jeffes

Art Project for Years 7 and 8: Art Journals



Over the past two weeks we have received another 35 nominations for Student of the 
Fortnight. It is always so heartening to hear how so many of our students are not only showing 
great tenacity in carrying on in these challenging times, but are also going above and beyond in 
challenging themselves to achieve and succeed. 

Thomas Armstrong, Ella Ayden, Kiera Bell, Liam Berry, Lucy Clark, Charlie Clements, Oscar 
Coomber, Betty Dougal, Jason Eburn, Lily Ellis, Joe Fox, Theo Freeman, Rebecca Goold, Isaac 
Greenwood, Tom Gregory, Katy Hudson, Milly Hughest, Samuel Janeway, William Jarrett, Aidan 
Kirrage, Holly Martin, Jolie Mellor, Rhys Moger, Kyle Morrison, Tilly Murton, Daisy Penfold, Ella 
Polley, Katie Rainbow, Alfie Rawlins, Maddie Saunders, Izzy Smith, Daniel Wallis, Rachel 
Wilkinson and Abigail Witt.

This week, we would like to congratulate our two winners Jason Eburn and Rebecca Goold. 
Well done to you both and keep up the fantastic work!

Miss Miller, Head of Personal Development

Students of the Fortnight



Sixth Former, Dillon, wins A Level Politics Network 
essay competition 

Dillon Dowson, who studies both History and Politics in Year 12, has been awarded the first prize 
of £50 in the 2020 regional A Level Politics Network essay competition, judged by Professor Paul 
Taggart from the Politics Department at Sussex University.

The competition was organised by the regional A Level Politics Network and attracted entries 
from a number of schools in Sussex. The range of potential questions offered students the 
chance to examine aspects of British, American or global politics. Topics included: democracy 
and the Trump Presidency, international co-operation on the environment and the current state 
of the major British political parties.

Dillon's outstanding essay answered the question, "The United Kingdom is likely to break up into 
its constituent parts. To what extent do you agree?”

Click here to read Dillon’s winning essay in full.

Dillon has worked really hard both before and after the lockdown - I am extremely pleased at 
this recognition of his impressive performance in Politics.

Cameron Birdsall-Williams won the Beacon Centre second prize and will also receive a 
thoroughly well-deserved cash prize from the regional network.

Mr Ingham, Teacher of History and Teacher Training and Development Lead

Join Beacon Academy Alumni Network

We would like to invite you to join our 
growing alumni network. 

As a Beacon Academy student, you will 
always be a special part of our history. By 
keeping in touch as part of our alumni 
network you could be an important part of 
our future too.

The network is completely free to join, and 
there is no commitment to do anything other 
than register 
at: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/stude
nt/beaconacademy. You can find inspiring 
stories from our alumni members on our 
website at http://www.beacon-
academy.org/web/sixth-form/alumni.php.

If you have any questions about our alumni 
network, please contact our Marketing and 
Communications Officer, Mrs Hoper 
at c.hoper@beacon-academy.org.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/dillon-dowson-category-a-politics-essay-competition-answer-beacon-academy.pdf
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/student/beaconacademy
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/sixth-form/alumni.php
mailto:c.hoper@beacon-academy.org


However, thanks to sites such as Future First, there is still a lot that you can do at home to help 
develop the vital skills needed when you enter the world of work.

Future First have created a range of resources that contain skill overviews, ideas on how to 
develop those skills, alumni stories and worksheets with instructions for skills-related activities. 
Key skills covered include: creativity, analytical, communication and entrepreneurial. If you are 
interested in looking in to these resources, you can find out more here.

Most exciting is Future First's 'Virtual Roundtable' that will explore the topic of 'How volunteers 
can support young people making key transition during Covid-19 and beyond'. The event will take 
place on Tuesday 30th June from 10 - 11:30am and will feature speakers along with the 
opportunity to ask your questions during an interactive Q&A session. This is an opportunity to 
learn more about how volunteers can benefit students through key transitions in education, both 
during the current pandemic and in the years to come. You register your interest for the Virtual 
Roundtable here. 

Introducing “Skill With Me” - Resources to Boost Your Skills

'Skill with me' is a series of tutorials delivered by WorldSkills UK's 
world-class training managers and performance and wellbeing team. 
The video tutorials and resources demonstrate world-class 
techniques, practices and technology and help you gain the skills 
you need to succeed in work and life and are perfect to use at 
home!

Tutorials range from goal setting, to master class cooking - so make 
sure you check out their website to see if there are any tutorials that 
would enjoy taking part in.

Future First Employability Resources

It has been a disappointing few months with many students across 
the country missing out on much anticipated work experience. 

Over the last few weeks, much has happened to raise awareness for 
systemic racism and its lasting impacts. 

We understand that it can be difficult to know how talk about topics 
such as inequality and racism with young people, or even how to begin 
such conversations. If you would like support in how best to talk to 
young people about the Black Lives Movement, please access our Health 
and Wellbeing Page for a full PDF document, produced by Yoopies. The 
document includes a range of research topics, useful tips and activities to 
help empower young people to work towards racial equality.

Miss Miller, Head of Personal Development

Health and Wellbeing

https://futurefirst.org.uk/product/free-employability-skills-analytical/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-roundtable-supporting-young-people-during-transitions-in-education-tickets-108978529716
https://www.worldskillsuk.org/directions/careers-advice-resources/skill-with-me?dm_i=5BD4,7PC9,3C2LS7,U4K5,1
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/health-wellbeing.php


Thinking of others as well as 
ourselves: An ongoing struggle 
for equality

Whilst this is a huge step forward for equality and justice there is clearly still a long way to go for 

LGBTQ+ rights across the world. In the article linked above, we can see that the voting for the new 

legislation came in at 6:3, it also explains how President Trump has recently removed transgender 

health-insurance protections.

Closer to home in the UK: 

- One in five LGBT people have experienced a hate crime or incident because of their sexual

orientation and/or gender identity in the last 12 months

- Two in five trans people have experienced a hate crime or incident because of their gender

identity in the last 12 months

- Four in five anti-LGBT hate crimes and incidents go unreported, with younger LGBT people

particularly reluctant to go to the police.

At Beacon, we believe everyone should Make Their Mark by treating all people with manners,

acceptance, respect and kindness. We must support each other and embrace each other’s identities

regardless of whether their gender, sexuality, skin colour, faith, age or nationality.

Use the questions below to start discussion and conversation at home.

1. Inequality and the struggle for basic human rights has been at the forefront of the news in 

recent weeks. Do you think this heightened awareness has made a difference to the struggle for 

inequality? What can we do to support communities who regularly face prejudice?

2. In the article, Sean K Heslin said that as a gay man he was lucky to live in California. How does 

this make you feel that many feel they must relocate to be treated with respect and have 

equality?

3. What more could we do as a school community to support each other and ensure equality?

If you would like more information about how Beacon support each other and promote equality on a 

local, national and global scale, please use the following links:

 http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/about-us/modern-british-values-at-beacon-academy.php

 http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/student-voice-leadership.php

 http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/beacon-academy-newsletter-050620-

issue-8-resized.pdf

Last week, the US Supreme Court backed

protection for LGBT workers by making it illegal

for a person to be fired because they are gay or

transgender. You can read more about this story

and those who campaigned for this ruling here.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/about-us/modern-british-values-at-beacon-academy.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/student-voice-leadership.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/beacon-academy-newsletter-050620-issue-8-resized.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-53055632


Represent Beacon Academy in the 
Specsavers Sussex School Games

Well done to everyone that took part in the Specsavers Sussex School Games Boccia challenges 
before half-term - over 8,000 people across Sussex took part! Beacon Academy placed 21st on the 
Boccia leaderboard and is currently in 10th place overall on the secondary schools' leaderboard. As 
a partnership of schools, North Wealden Warriors are still in 6th place!

This week's challenges have been all about Cricket and Stoolball, and developing your throwing, 
catching, running and batting skills. There was an additional £50 voucher prize available for 
someone demonstrating one of the games’ core values, FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. We hope that you 
and your families have enjoyed taking part! 

A new sport and four new challenges will be announced on Monday at 9:30am. Every effort really 
does count (active adults included!), so have fun practising and perfecting your skills, and 
remember to log your scores before midday on Friday!

The challenges can be completed from home, in the living room, kitchen or garden, or at school. As 
well as the coveted title of Sussex Champion, there are trophies, medals and prizes up for grabs for 
students and Active Adults too.

To get involved in the games, just visit www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk to find information about the 
latest challenges, rules and coaching tips, have fun practising and log your top scores before midday 
each Friday.

Finally, well done to our Sports Leaders who are using Mrs Lewis’ weekly Sports Leader challenges 
to develop their leadership skills. 

Remember to keep sharing your keep active photos with us at w.sawyer@beacon-academy.org

Represent Beacon in the Virtual Sussex School Games 

http://www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk/
https://northwealdensgo.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/take-the-lead-task-6.pdf
mailto:w.sawyer@beacon-academy.org

