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WELCOME

This week we’re delighted to 
showcase some of our amazing 
GCSE Photography students’ 
new work for a project entitled, 
Collections. Each student has 
interpreted the theme brilliantly 
- well done!

Thank you to our Student 
Leadership Team for another 
fantastic selection of positive 
news, articles and ideas to help 
keep boredom at bay. There’s 
also news of two new Film and 
Book Club meetings and 
information about a new, FREE 
collection of stories, poems and 
illustrations created for young 
people during lockdown.

Next week we will be 
celebrating Pride Month and 
Diversity Week, so don’t forget 
to send your rainbow selfies in 
to Miss Miller at 
l.miller@beacon-academy.org. 
by Tuesday 23rd June!

If you would like to share a news 
story or message of thanks in 
this newsletter, please email 
c.hoper@beacon-academy.org. 

Also in this issue…

Collections: 
GCSE Art 

Photography 
Project work

• A letter from our Student Leadership Team

• Positive News and Acts of Kindness

• Teacher interview with Mr Moy-Manning

• Recipe of the Week from Mr Hutchison!

• Boredom busters

• Celebrating Pride Month and Diversity 
Week

• Film and Book Club news

• Amazing GCSE Photography work!

• Sussex School Games news and Leadership 
Challenges

• Thinking of others as well as ourselves

• New safety measures in place at school

And more!



Dear Beacon students,

We are now moving at full speed through Term 6. We have all come a long way since the start of 
lockdown, and we are very happy and proud that you are all staying enthusiastic and the morale 
is kept high. As well as showing enthusiasm and motivation to complete all of your school work 
up to an amazing standard, we are very impressed to see some of you go above and beyond, by 
persevering and getting involved in activities such as baking, exercising and creating beautiful 
posters and pieces of artwork which are based around the current world problems with the 
equality of diverse people.

As you may already be aware, many Year 10 and 12 students will be able to safely return to 
school this week in order to gain extra support in their learning from their teachers. We wish all 
Year 10 and 12 students good luck this week and we hope that you are all able acquire the 
needed knowledge which will be beneficial for your exams next year. We hope that all other 
year groups still feel optimistic, despite the fact that you cannot currently return to school. 

Some of you may start to lose motivation to continue with your remote learning, but we want 
you all to know that all the work and effort that you are putting in now will definitely pay off in 
the future. Although some of you may feel you are being set work which covers topics you have 
already learnt about, we want you to understand that this will all be highly beneficial in the 
future, and you will be glad that you didn’t give up on the last Mathswatch task like you 
intended to. We want you all to remain optimistic about the future as it is inevitable that things 
will come back to normal and we can resume to living our ordinary, unrestricted everyday lives.

If you ever feel like giving up or you feel like you’re starting to lose motivation, go outside to 
enjoy the sunshine and refresh your mind. Keep remembering that the safety restrictions are 
easing, meaning that soon everything will be back to normal. Keep remembering that we are all 
in this together, so with joined efforts we can beat this pandemic. Keep remembering that soon 
you can see and hug your friends and enjoy the endless sunshine while sipping on an ice cold 
coke from McDonald’s, and taking a bite out of a delicious Big Mac which you anticipated on 
eating for a long time!

Stay safe and stay happy!

From the Student Leadership Team

Written by Boris Tsonev, Prefect

A letter of support from our Student Leadership Team



• A study published this week has found that being kind and volunteering could make your life 
longer. Dr Eric Kim, who is the co-author of the study, said when being kind “you not only help to 
heal and repair the world, but you can also help yourself as well.”

• Pangolins, the world’s most trafficked animal, have been given the highest level of protection by 
the Chinese government. This includes having their body parts removed off a list of ingredients 
approved for use in Chinese medicine, and comes into immediate effect. 

• The UK passed yet another major milestone in that we have gone two months without using coal 
as a fuel for electricity. In addition, the National Grid have said that demand for electricity has 
fallen by a fifth, and at the same time the amount of renewable energy being used has increased. 
This is a great change in terms of global warming and our carbon emissions.

Written by Maisie Greening, Deputy Head Student

Positive News and Kindness This Week  

• Two black British women have become the 
first black British people to top the fiction 
and non-fiction paperback charts. 
Bernadine Evaristo won the fiction 
category with her novel Girl, Women, 
Other, and Reni Eddo-Lodge win the non-
fiction with Why I’m No Longer Talking to 
White People About Race. 

• New Zealand has declared itself ‘virus free’, 
meaning many families there were able to 
hug each other for the first time in ages, 
and life there is looking very close to what 
it was before the pandemic.



Teacher interview

2) Do you have a favourite aspect or part of teaching?

My favourite part of teaching is in the creating of the class work. Coming up with ideas to inspire 

my students and thinking what would make a fun and interesting lesson. Seeing all the students 

using the skills you have taught them is a pleasure. Students always amaze me with how they 

adapt and enhance the work.

3) Have you taken up any new hobbies/done more for a hobby?

I have found gardening to be a real help in lockdown. One good thing about gardening is that you 

are planning for the future. Gardening isn’t something that can just happen in a day, it’s all about 

nurturing and thinking, “in two months’ time, that rose I planted will be in full bloom and will 

take up that whole space.” It’s optimistic and seeing something you have looked after thrive is 

something I feel we all need in times like these. I have found it relaxing as it gives you a little time 

to think about nothing else.

4) One tip or piece of advice you can give to the students?

My biggest advice to students is to aim high. Always have something you are aiming for. Never let 

anyone say you can’t or that’s out of your reach. There has been so much change even in my 

lifetime, things I never thought possible. If humans come together and work together in 

collaboration then we have seen throughout history that we really can conquer a lot. There is so 

much more that unites us than divides us as humanity. 

5) Anything you wish to say to the students to conclude?

I have been really humbled by how well the younger generation have taken lockdown in their 

stride and have shown themselves to be resilient individuals. We are all so proud of you. Home 

schooling is not easy and so many of you have adapted to this challenge, well done.

Interview conducted by Bethany Russell, Prefect

Mr Moy-Manning, Teacher of Art

1) Why do you teach your subject?

I teach Art as I have always enjoyed being creative from as young as I can 

remember. I find the world needs artistic people to think creatively to solve 

world problems and everything around us has been created by someone. 

From the clothes you wear to the building we stand in, they have all needed 

some sort of artistic background. 



INGREDIENTS

For the coffee sponge:

• 3 tbsp instant coffee powder - or coffee 

granules ground to a powder

• 200 g plain flour

• 2½ tsp baking powder

• 220 g soft light brown sugar

• 220 g margarine or butter - butter must 

be soft at room temperature

• 4 medium eggs

• 2 tsp milk

• ⅛ tsp salt

For the coffee buttercream:

• 200 g butter - soft at room temperature

• 400 g icing sugar

• ¼ tsp vanilla extract

• 8 tsp instant coffee powder or granules

• 4 tsp boiling water

• A little milk

Beacon Bakes!

A special thank you to Mr Hutchison and family 
this week for sharing their amazing coffee cake 
recipe! Please keep sharing your lockdown baking 
and cooking photos with us at l.miller@beacon-
academy.org.

Recipe of the week: Coffee Cake

INSTRUCTIONS

Make the sponge:

Pre-heat your oven to 160ºC/140ºC fan.

Line two 20cm round sandwich tins with 

greaseproof paper or re-usable baking tin liners (I 

use these tins and these liners).

Put all of the cake ingredients into a large bowl (3 

tbsp coffee powder, 200g plain flour, 2½ tsp 

baking powder, 220g soft light brown sugar, 220g 

margarine or butter, 4 medium eggs, 2 tsp milk, ⅛ 

tsp salt). Beat with an electric mixer or by hand 

on a low speed until all of the ingredients are 

combined. 

Split the mixture between the two prepared tins. 

Then bake for 30-35 minutes until a skewer 

inserted in the centre comes out clean.

Once the cakes are cooked, remove them from 

the oven. Leave them to cool in their tins for 

about 10 minutes before removing them from 

the tins and moving them to a wire rack to cool 

completely.

Make the coffee buttercream:

While the cakes are cooling make the coffee buttercream. Start by mixing together the instant 

coffee powder/granules (8 tsp) with the boiling water (4 tsp). Set aside to cool.

In a large bowl beat the butter (200g) and vanilla extract (¼ tsp) on a low speed until soft. Add the 

icing sugar (400g) and beat on a low speed until combined with the butter and smooth. 

Gradually add the coffee mixture, 1 tsp at a time. After each addition beat the buttercream until 

the coffee has been fully combined before adding more.

Check the consistency of your buttercream. It should be soft enough that you could spread it onto 

a slice of bread. If it is too firm, then add a little milk (no more than 1 tsp at a time) until it is your 

desired consistency.

Build the cake and serve.

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org


Boredom busters!

Thank you to Year 7 
student, Kimberley, for 

sharing her Beacon Bakes 
Rock Buns photo with us!

• Virtual tours of museums, zoos, and 

theme 

parks! https://www.goodhousekeeping.co

m/life/travel/a31784720/best-virtual-

tours/

• Learn how to do modern 

calligraphy: https://www.lettering-

daily.com/modern-calligraphy/

Q: What’s the best thing about Switzerland?

A: I don’t know, but it’s flag is a big plus!

Sophie Woodhams, Deputy Head Student

The Book of Hopes: Words and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and 
Entertain Children in Lockdown

Edited by Katherine Rundell, with contributions from more than 100 
children’s writers and illustrators

Completely free for all children and families, the extraordinary collection of 
short stories, poems, essays and pictures has contributions from more than 
110 children’s writers and illustrators, including Lauren Child, Anthony 
Horowitz, Greg James and Chris Smith, Michael Morpurgo, Liz Pichon, Axel 
Scheffler, Francesca Simon and Jacqueline Wilson.

The collection, published by Bloomsbury, is dedicated to the doctors, nurses, 
carers, porters, cleaners and everyone currently working in hospitals.

• Free recordings of stage shows to stream: https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-

theatre/news/stage-shows-musicals-opera-free-stream-online_51198.html

• Play chess! https://www.chess.com/play/computer

Libby Davies, Prefect

The Book of Hopes is currently available to read online only. Bloomsbury intends to publish a gift 
book based on the project in the autumn in support of NHS Charities Together. 

Click here to read the book online.

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/travel/a31784720/best-virtual-tours/
https://www.lettering-daily.com/modern-calligraphy/
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/stage-shows-musicals-opera-free-stream-online_51198.html
https://www.chess.com/play/computer
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/?fbclid=IwAR3OZLe9lWj8oeR3H5h4l2_EYKXl1IKJXx6N_fOYqst4CiEIBWFAk9ZYIgE


June marks Pride Month. As a school, we plan to pay particular tribute during 

week commencing 22nd June, which is also Diversity Week.

We would like to invite you to wear the colours of the rainbow (or perhaps 

one solid colour of the rainbow) to feature in the newsletter. 

If you would like to take part please send a picture of yourself to Miss Miller 
(l.miller@beacon-academy.org) by Tuesday 23rd June. You can make your 
photo as silly and fun as you like, but please try to take this either outside or in 
front of a nondescript wall.

Celebrating Pride Month and Diversity Week

Join our LGBTQ+ Film and Book Club discussion on Monday

If you have any other suggestion or ideas on how we could celebrate Pride Month, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch.

Miss Miller, Head of Personal Development

In recognition of Pride Month and Diversity Week, Film and Book Club will meet on Monday 22nd 
June to discuss a selection of novels with LGBTQ+ characters and themes.
All students are welcome to join the conversation - to register interest please complete our short, 
online form or email Miss Allen at n.allen@beacon-academy.org. 

Click here to view the suggested reading list from Stonewall.

mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org
https://bit.ly/2AaNqKF
mailto:n.allen@beacon-academy.org
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/secondary_school_book_list.pdf


To celebrate Pride Month and Diversity Week, 

justlikeus.org have launched a range of 

Masterclasses that will air throughout next week, 

starting on Monday 22nd June. The online videos 

feature a whole range of celebrities, theatre 

makers, bloggers, journalists and youth workers 

presenting on an exciting range of topics.

Standing of Equality

I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai's inspirational story of courage, 
conviction and determination will be the next book up for 
discussion at our Film and Book Club meeting on Monday 29th 
June.

In recognition of Pride Month and Diversity Week, students are 
also invited to join an optional session on Monday 22nd June to 
discuss a selection of novels with LGBTQ+ characters and themes.

All students are welcome to join the conversation - to register 
interest please complete our short, online form or email Miss 
Allen at n.allen@beacon-academy.org. 

Click here to view the suggested reading list from Stonewall.

Film and Book Club to discuss I am Malala

We were delighted to receive a picture of Beacon alumnus, 

Matt Butler, and his daughter standing for equality at recent 

protests in London. As a school we continue to educate our 

students on equality, justice and compassion with the 

fundamental belief that students make their MARK by treating 

all people with Manners, Acceptance, Respect and Kindness. 

We have been thrilled with the response that so many of our 

students have shown to the BLM movement through their art 

work, book reviews and articles. If you would like to contribute 

something to support Black Lives Matter in future newsletters 

please email your work to Miss Miller (l.miller@beacon-

academy.org). 

School Diversity Week Masterclasses

You can have a look at what is being offered ahead of next week here 

(https://www.justlikeus.org/masterclasses) to make sure you are free for when your favourite 

option goes live!

https://bit.ly/2AaNqKF
mailto:n.allen@beacon-academy.org
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/secondary_school_book_list.pdf
mailto:l.miller@beacon-academy.org
https://www.justlikeus.org/masterclasses


Film and Book Club: 
Join in the conversation!



Beacon Academy Art and Design Department have launched a mini GCSE Photography project to 

capture the theme, “Collections” as a point of inspiration for our budding new Year 10 GCSE 

Photography students.

The collections project allows students to explore many different photographers. Olivia Parker, for 

example, explores the natural environment and experiments with the use of black and white 

photography but also the use of extreme lighting techniques. Students were introduced to the app, 

Day One Journal, which allows them to capture their shots and annotate their thoughts behind the 

ideas explored.

I have been so impressed with the amount of creativity and ideas expressed in their submitted 

shots. It is so great to see so many of our students showing such resilience and creativity.

Photography takes an instant out of time, altering life by holding it still - Dorothea Lange

Mr Earl, Head of Art and Technology

GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Lorella Booker



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Caitlin Dinnage



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Darcy Warrener



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Freya Simmons



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Heidi Hazelden



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Iggy Sherwood



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Isabelle Flanagan



GCSE Art Photography Project: Collections

Ruby Woods



Represent Beacon Academy in the 
Specsavers Sussex School Games

Well done to everyone that took part in the Specsavers Sussex School Games Athletics challenges 
before half-term! Beacon Academy placed 15th on the Athletics leaderboard and is currently in 7th

place overall on the secondary schools' leaderboard. As a partnership of schools, North Wealden 
Warriors are in 6th place!

This week's challenges have been all about Boccia, a Paralympic sport similar to bowls or petanque, 
and developing your concentration and precision skills. There was an additional £50 voucher prize 
available for someone demonstrating one of the games’ core values, RESILIENCE. We hope that you 
have enjoyed taking part! 

A new sport and four new challenges will be announced on Monday at 9:30am. Every effort really 
does count (active adults included!), so have fun practising and perfecting your skills, and 
remember to log your scores before midday on Friday!

The challenges can be completed from home, in the living room, kitchen or garden, or at school. As 
well as the coveted title of Sussex Champion, there are trophies, medals and prizes up for grabs for 
students and Active Adults too.

To get involved in the games, just visit www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk to find information about the 
latest challenges, rules and coaching tips, have fun practising and log your top scores before midday 
each Friday.

Finally, well done to our Sports Leaders who are using Mrs Lewis’ weekly Sports Leader challenges 
to develop their leadership skills. This week’s challenge is all about using your imagination to create 
and host your own sports quiz!

Remember to keep sharing your keep active photos with us at w.sawyer@beacon-academy.org

Represent Beacon in the Virtual Sussex School Games 

http://www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk/
https://northwealdensgo.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/take-the-lead-task-6.pdf
mailto:w.sawyer@beacon-academy.org


Team Beacon stays active at home

Take the lead! Leadership is an amazing skill to have. Would you like to develop your leadership skills? 
Try these challenges set by our School Games Organiser, Mrs Lewis. Let her know how you’re doing by 

dropping her an email t.lewis@beacon-academy.org or on Twitter at @NorthwealdenSSP.



Thinking of others as well as ourselves: It’s 
time we stopped downplaying racism in the UK

Dawn Butler wrote the following:

When people say to me that racism isn’t as bad in the UK as it is in the US, I say the first word you’ve 
used is racism, so you’re admitting that there is racism. If you can identify that there is racism, on any 
level, that is bad. It should be, ‘There’s racism – what can we do about it?’ There is structural racism –
how we do move the structural barriers so that there is long-lasting change? How can we work 
together to do that?

What happened in America is very important for the UK. Although we’ve spoken about racism, 
although we’ve highlighted it, although there is empirical evidence of discrimination, although we can 
see all that, people still try to explain it away. The PHE report says there’s nothing internal that 
explains why Black people are dying from Covid-19 at a higher rate than white people. If there’s 
nothing internal, if it's not rooted in genetics, it must be external. The report says the reasons are 
“complex”, but states that BAME communities are at an increased risk of contracting the virus because 
they are more likely to live in overcrowded housing and/or deprived and urban areas and also to have 
a job that gives them greater exposure to Covid. They are also more likely to have comorbidities, i.e. to 
have an existing health condition. The report also notes that BAME communities from overseas “may 
face additional barriers in accessing services that are created by, for example, cultural and language 
differences”.

Racism has always been there, the struggle has always been there, but now it’s been televised. When 
you see it in front of your eyes, how do you explain it away? When you see a police officer with his 
hands in his pockets kneeling on a Black man’s neck, slowly killing him, how do you explain it away? 
You cannot explain this lynching without excusing racism.

You can read more about the PHE report Butler refers to here. 

Use the questions below to start discussion and conversation at home:

1. Butler discusses how ‘racism has always been there, the struggle has always been there’ – why do 
you think it is now that so many people are standing up for equality and justice?

2. It was only in February this year that Tesco began to sell plasters that came in different skin tones. 
How would you feel if you could never wear a plaster that matched your skin tone and can you 
think of other items that reflect white privilege?

3. Last weekend, protesters pulled down a statue of slave trader Edward Colston. What are your 
views on this?

If you would like more information about how Beacon support each other and promote equality on 
a local, national and global scale, please use the following links:

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/about-us/modern-british-values-at-beacon-academy.php

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/student-voice-leadership.php

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/beacon-academy-newsletter-050620-issue-
8-resized.pdf

This week Dawn Butler, Labour MP, wrote an article for 

Bazaar magazine that highlighted why the BLM movement is 

just as necessary in the UK as it is in America. It was also 

revealed this week that BAME (Black, Asian and Minority 

Ethnic) communities were more likely to die of Covid-19. 

But why is this?

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/890258/disparities_review.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52574931
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/about-us/modern-british-values-at-beacon-academy.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/student-voice-leadership.php
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/beacon-academy-newsletter-050620-issue-8-resized.pdf


New safety measures in place across both sites

Our Site team have been very busy preparing Beeches site and our Sixth Form Centre for the 
return of some students in Year 10 and Year 12 this week. We would like to thank them and 
everyone working behind the scenes to protect our students and staff.

Following government guidance, a series of new measures and procedures are now in place 
both at our Beeches site and our Sixth Form Centre in order to help substantially reduce the 
risk of spreading the virus. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.


