
 

 
 

Friday 12th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been fantastic to have four out of our seven year groups fully back to our school for face-to-face lessons this week. 
Their return has been seamless, and we have been impressed but once more not at all surprised with how well they have 
adapted to being back in school. Our students have been mature, organised, responsive and polite. It has been wonderful as 
well to see them interacting with their peers and clearly enjoying the social aspect of being back in our school.  

Since last Friday we have also undergone the significant task of setting up and running our Asymptomatic Testing Sites to 
enable us to support our students to self-administer their lateral flow tests. Our staff have also fully embarked on the 
process of home testing. Thank you to all of you for your support with ensuring that your children were prepared for their 
appointment and that they were on time for it as well. There was understandably some trepidation amongst our school 
community about such a huge undertaking, however, as a body of staff we could not be more proud of the team spirit that 
has rippled through our school this week.  

Now that our on-site testing is complete, home testing will now be required twice weekly for those who have opted into 
this. For those who have taken part in on-site testing, you will already have been sent communication about the days 
moving forward that your children will need to take their tests at home with five-day intervals based on their on-site testing 
dates. For those who did not take part in on-site testing and are now starting their home testing process, tests should also 
be carried out at five-day intervals with the first test being taken no later than Sunday 14th March prior to their return to 
school on Monday 15th March.  

As explained in our flow charts, if your child receives a positive test result, either via their Lateral Flow Test taken at home, 
or via a PCR test taken at a test site, this must be reported to our COVID email address; covid-19@beacon-academy.org. 

If we are in a situation where we are informed of positive case of COVID within our school community, we will need to 
action our close contact processes immediately. If your child is identified as a close contact, we will of course inform you as 
soon as we are aware. Furthermore, as we done have previously, we also inform you as a school community if we have any 
positive cases.  

Monday thankfully sees the long-awaited return of students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to face-to-face learning. The table below 
outlines our plans for this return. You will note that we have given the start of the day on Monday over to Year 7, 8 and 9 
who will be returning to school for the first time. Our Year 10 and 11 students know that on Monday only, they can only 
start to come on site from 9:30am. If they take school transport, this is an exception, and they can go straight to Café Beech 
or their dedicated year group social zone until it is time to go to tutor time at 9:50am. On Monday only, Years 12 and 13 are 
expected to be on site at our Sixth Form Centre in time for their period two lesson (including Study Hall). 

Arrangements for Monday 15th March ONLY: 

Year Group Arrival Time   Instructions   

7, 8, 9   8:00am-8:30am 

1. For those who take school transport, this will be operating as usual. 
2. Full Beacon Academy uniform and equipment, including the COVID essentials 

of a face mask, water bottle, hand sanitiser and pack of tissues will 
be required. Please ensure haircuts and hair colour adhere to our uniform 
policy. 

3. Please go to the usual year group social zone on arrival. 

4. Go straight to tutor time via our one-way system for 8:35am. 

5. Tutor time will be an extended session to support the return and go over our 
protocols. 

6. Lessons will begin from lesson two onwards.  

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/key-documents-information/covid-19-information.php
mailto:covid-19@beacon-academy.org
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/2020-21-beacon-academy-uniform-policy-and-expectations-updated.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf


 

 
 

7. It is week one on the timetable. Please be ready and equipped for all lessons. 
8. From lesson two, students will go straight to break. Our usual catering service 

will be available. Students will need to use Café Beech in their designated 
year group area. 

10, 11  9:30am-9:50am  

1. For those who take school transport, this will be operating as usual. 
2. Full Beacon Academy uniform and equipment, including the COVID essentials 

of a face mask, water bottle, hand sanitiser and pack of tissues will 
be required. Please ensure haircuts and hair colour adhere to our uniform 
policy. 

3. Please go to the year group social zone area or straight to tutor time via our 
one-way system for 9:50am. 

4. Lessons will begin from lesson two. 
5. It is week one on the timetable. Please be ready and equipped for all lessons. 
6. From lesson two, students will go straight to break. Our usual catering service 

will be available. Students will need to use Café Beech in their designated 
year group area. 

12, 13 10:00am 

1. For those who take school transport, this will be operating as usual. 
2. Students are expected to be in school at 10:00am on time for their period two 

lesson (including Study Hall). 
3. Our usual catering service will be available. 

Please note - this schedule is for Monday 15th March only. From Tuesday 16th March onwards, all students will arrive at 
the usual start time. 

To say it has been an unusual week is somewhat of an understatement. Despite being very nearly a year down the line with 
us all managing the pandemic in our school and wider community, I never envisaged as the Headteacher that I would see 
our school and our staff set up in quite the way it has been over the last six days to support our students with their Lateral 
Flow Testing. That being said, we did it and we are proud of how everyone has responded. It will however feel amazing to 
have everyone back and in lessons next week - our school will feel as it should once more: extraordinary, brilliant, and full of 
life and energy.  

Thank you in advance for your support with ensuring that your children are completely ready for Monday morning with 
being on time, in their full uniform and ready to learn. We cannot wait to see them and resume teaching and learning in 
person with everyone. If you do have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with your child's Assistant Head of Year 
first thing on Monday morning when our school resumes after the weekend and we will be on hand to help.  

With enormous thanks as ever for your unrelenting support, respect, care and unity once more this week and in advance 
our full return on Monday. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anna Robinson 
Headteacher 

 

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/2020-21-beacon-academy-uniform-policy-and-expectations-updated.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/2020-21-learning-environments-cmu-cv19-requirements-231120.pdf
http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/contact-us/student-support.php

