
 

Design Technology 
(Product Design) 

 

Introduction to A-Level Design Technology – Summer Assignment 2020 

You will need to gather a range of stationery and supplies ready for September. Please see below: 
 
Stationery and supplies: 

• Pencil 

• Eraser 

• Sharpener 

• Black fine line pen 

• Set of colour pencils 

• Pair of compasses 

• Protractor 

• 300mm ruler 

• 30°/60° set square 

• 45° set square 

• Scientific calculator 

• Notebook or lined paper and a folder 

• Textbook: AQA AS/A-level Design Technology: Product Design by Hodder Education ISBN 
978-1-5104-1408-2 

 

Over the summer you will need to familiarise yourself with some key design styles/movements and 
influential designers.  
 

Design styles/movements and influential designers 

Successful product design relies on a combination of functional performance and aesthetic appeal.  

When we look at the work of past designers and design movements, we must consider them in 

context, comparing their work with the work of others of the same time period. It is impossible to 

gauge the impact or innovation of these designers and movements unless we compare them with 

their peers. 

We should consider a range of aspects when analysing designs from the past: 

• Cultural and social influences from the time 

• Major technological developments of the time 

• Key aspects associated with the movement/designer 

• Influences on design today 



TASK: 

You need to produce a one-page profile on each design movement and influential designer. Each 

profile should include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exemplar for each has been provided for you. Remember, presentation is also important, keep 

your work neat, clear and professional looking. 

(the exemplars are for a design movement and a designer which ARE NOT included in your 

course). 

Influential designers:  

• Key facts and dates 

• Biography and photograph 

• Their design ethos 

• How they changed the design world 

– what made them influential or 

innovative 

• Examples of their work 

• What materials, manufacturing 

methods did they use and why 

 

• Philippe Stark 

• James Dyson 

• Margaret Calvert 

• Dieter Rams 

• Charles and Ray Eames 

• Marianne Brandt 

Design styles/movements:  

• Key facts and dates 

• The major influences on that 

particular movement – global 

events, previous styles/movements 

• A detailed description of the style, 

its main features, shapes/forms, 

colours, textures 

• Key designers in that movement 

and examples of their work 

 

• Arts and Crafts 

• Art Deco 

• Streamlining 

• Modernism – Bauhaus 

• Modernism – De Stijl 

• Post-Modernism - Memphis 


